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LETTER S. 

L E T T E R L 
W. Shenstone, Efq. to — — — . 

'The Lea/owes^ 

My dcarcft Friend, }fov. 20^ 176 a; 

IT is a very furprifing and a cruel Thing, 
that you will not fuppofe me to have 
been out of Order^ after fuch a Neglcft of 
writing, as can hardly be excufed on any other 
Score. I cannot, indeed, lay Claim to what 
the Doftors call an acute Difeafe : but pizzi' 
nefs of Headi and DepreJ/ion of Spirits 'xe at 
Vol. II. B beft 
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bcft no /rfw^/ Maladies, and gr^t Difcourage- 
menls to writing. Thtjjp is a lethargic State 
of Mnd that deferves your Pity, not your 
Anger J though it may require the Hellebere 
of fharp Reproof. Why then did. you not 
apply this pungent i^emedy, beTore the Difeafe 
was gone fo far ? But ferioufly, I pafs too 
m62h of that B^rt rff Time, wherein I siih 
neither well nor arid being unafele to ex- 
prefs myfelf at large, am averfe to do fo )atf 
Halve!f* From thc -ftrangc Laconicifm of your 
Letter, I am really in Doubt, whether you 
are not angry at me ; and yet had rather this 
were owing to jfnger that may fubfide, than 
to any perfevering Fondnefs you may have for 
fuch unufual Brevity. Should the latter become 
habitual, I. ftiall fee the Letters of a Genius 
4wind'le to fer Jirft will advife the NeedfuU^ 
God forbid fuch , a Transformation ! 

%om former\itXXtT^ to my great Confufion, 
was dated iS^jD/. 18. Let me fpeak firft to fome 
few Parts of ir — ^Thc Lampreys arrived fafc, and 
were as good as 1 ever tafted ; but every Time 
I tafted them, I wanted you j and you are mif- 

takcn, 
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taken, if you imagine^ I can half rclifh Aich 
Cates alone: however, 1 return you Thanks. 

You gave 'me no Account how far the Batb 
Wafers, £s?^, were judged expedient for you. 
A cbaritahle Adlion called you up to To^$m; 
and you, in the Benevolence of your Hearty 
prefume, that this accounts for the Negledt of 
every Advantage that concerned yourfe^. Pray 
let me know whetheir the Bath was proper 
for you at the janie Time inform me, whe* 
.ther you were able to fervc Mrs, H-^. I 
fliall be forry for yoUy as well as &r, if you 
(hould nfufs the Gratification you would derive 
from the Succefs cf fuch an Endeavour. 

Were I rich, I would ere£t a Temple to 
Simplicity and (3trace\ or, as the latter Word 
\ would be ^fuivocaly to SimfUcity and Elegance^ 
1 am glad to hear that Mr. W— has under- 
taken to deify the former \ as he will produce 
better Grounds for fuch a Confecralion than was 
ever done by Pagans, or by Papifts, on any 
fuch Occafion. By the Way, I take that God- 
defs to be a remarkable Friend to Eafe and In- 
doknce. There is another wcU-deferving Per- 
B a fonage. 
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fonagc. Delicacy^ whofe Caiifc has been ftrange- 
ly defcrted, by either Mr. Melmoth, or Dr. 
Lancaster. 

Will it make better for me, or worfe, to 
fay, IVc not yet written to Mr. Graves ? But 
I will pofitivcly write, within this Week, if it 
coft me a Dofe of Salts to clear my Brain. 
As to what he fays about my printing im- 
mediately, he may be rights and I am fure he 
is friendly : but more of this in a litde Time. 

Since the Receipt of your laft Letter, Mr. 
Percy and his Wife came and fpent a good 
Part of the Week here 5 and be, alfo, would 
needs write a Defcription of the Lea/owes. Du- 
ring the latter Part of his Circuit, my Friend 
J AGO and I accompanied him; and what was 
produced on that Occafion, you will go near 
to know in a little Time. Mean while I am 
more and more convinced, that no Defcription 
of this Place can make any Figure in Print, 
iinlefs fome StriSlures upon Gardenings and 
^ber Embelliihments be fuperadded. 



Mr. 
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Mr. Jago has been with me twice, having 
written a Poem in tlank Verfe, which he leaves 
here for my Revifal. 'Tis a defcriptive Poem, 
called Edge-Hilly and admits an Account of 
the Battle fought there, together with many 
legendary Tales and Epifodcs, 

About a Week ago, I paid a Vifit of two or 
three Days, which I had long promifed, to Lord 
Foley, His Table, for a Conftancy, is the 
moft magnificent of any I ever law : eighteen or 
twenty elegant Diflies ; a continual Succeflion of 
Company ; his Behaviour, perfc<5Uy hofpitable, 
and his Converfation really entertaining. I moft 
readily own myfelf to have been under a Miftake, 
with Regard to his companionable Charafter. My 
Reception was as agreeable as it could poflibly 
be. As to the reft, he has a moft admirable 
Houfe and Furniture-, but without any Room 
or Utenfil that would ftand the Teft of mo- 
dern Criticifm. The Views around him, wild 
and great ; and the Park capable of being 
rendered fine twice as ftriking as it is at pre- 
fent, if he would fdl fome Oaks, under the 
Value of a Crown, and fome Hawthorns, under 
B 3 J the 
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the Value of a Half-penny: but 'tis pofllbte^ 
at his Time of Life, (^c. nothing of this Sort 
will be undertaken. The two Things at prefcnt 
remarkable arc, his Loi^e and his CbapeL The 
Portico of the former, (defigned by Fleet- 
croft) affords three different and ftriking Pro* 
fpedts. The Chapel is fo very fuperb and ele- 
gant, that Mrs. Gataker has nothing to do 
but fend you and me thither^ to fay our Prayers 
in it. In reality, it is perfeft Luxury-, as I 
truly thought it, laft Sunday Se'cn -night ; bis 
Pew is a Room with an handfome Firc-place ; 
the Ceiling carved, painted in Compartments, 
and the Reminder enriched with gilt Stucco- 
Ornaments-, the Walls enriched in the fame 
Manner ; the beft painted Windows I ever faW : 
the Monument to his Father, Mother, and Bro- 
thers, coft, be feid, 2COo/. the middle Aifle 
rendered comfortable by Iron Stoves, in the 
Shape of Urns j the Organ pcrfeftly neat, and 
good, in Proportion to its Size: and to this 
Chapel you are led through a Gallery of Pain- 
tings feventy Feet long — And what would you 
inore ? YouUl fey, a good Sermon— I really Jthink 
bis P^rfon is able to preach qne. 

And 
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And now I come, laftly, to fpeak of your 
Letter I received jon Monday. What an 
uncommon Man you are ! to take fo much 
Thought for tbofcy who never took an>/ for 

themfehres ! ■ I have -enquired after Mr. 

Wedderburne, and it fcems he is a very 
clever and a very rifing Lawyer; to whom I 
am the more obliged for mentioning me^ as I 
fiear I have not the Honour of being the leafl; 
known to him, 

Pray write to me as 'foon as pofiible, and 
I will mjijke you Amends (if fFrititig will make 
Amends) for the fcatidalo;us Omiftons of wliiqh 
I have .been guilty. I have fomewhat to teljl 
70U of JLord L — ^*s u(yal jgrreat Kindnefsj wheiji 
the Lords D — aad W — were laft at Ha^Ieyy 
but I liave not Time, and myft conclude, my 
deareft, woithieft Friend ! 

your ever pbliged 

W. Shenstone* 



LE T- 
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LETTER II, 
. W. Shenstone, Efq. to Mr. G— ?v 
Dear Sir, 

I DID indeed give you up for loft, as a 
-Gorrefpondent, and find by your Letter 
that I am tp expeft very few future ones. 
1 will endeavour all I can, to avoid any Suf- 
picion of your Indifference for my own Satis- 
faftion but I don't know for certain, that I 
fliaU be able, uniefs you aflift my Endeavours, 
like my good Genius, by a Courfe of fuita- 
blc Epiftles, at certain Diftances. I myfelf 
ccMTelpond but very little now, fo you will 
meet with the more Indulgence, I don't find 
by your Letter that you have much more Phi- 
lofophy than me. I can't tell, indeed, what 
^|he Situation of your Heufe is j I own, mine 
gives me Offence on no other Confideration, 
than that it does not receive a fufficient Num- 
ber of polite Friends, or that it is not fit to 
Receive them, were they fo difpofcd j I woul4 
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clfe cultivate an Acquaintance with about three 
or four in my Neighbourhood, that are of a 
Degree of Elegance and Station fuperior to 
the common run. But I make it a certain 
Rule, *' Arcereprofanum Vulgus*^* — Perfons who 
will defpife you for the Want of a good Set 
of Chairs, or an uncouth Fire-Shovel, at the 
fame Time that they can't tafte any ExceU 
lence in a Mind that overlooks thofe Things 5 
or (to make a Conceit of this Sentiment) with 
whom 'tis in vain that your Mind is furniflx- 
ed, if the Walls are naked indeed, one lofcs 
much of one's Acquifitions in Virtue, by an 
Hour's Converfe with fuch as judge of Merit 
by Money, £sfr. yet I am now and then im- 
* pelled by the' focial Pa£Bon to fit half an Hour 
in my |Citchen, 

I was all along an Admirer of Sir Thomas 
Head's Humour and Wit, and I beg you 
will reprefent me in that Light, if Occafion 
happens. 'Tis not impoffible th^t I may pe- 
netrate this Winter ^ far as your Neighbour- 
hood, connefting a Set of Vifits which I have 
in my Eye. Tell Mr. Whjsti-er, when yqu 

* 70 banift the profapc Vwlgar, 

fee 
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l&c him, that if he muft have feme Diftcm* 
per, I cannot but be pleafed that it is one 
which is the Fore-runner of Longevity — Don't 
tell him fo neither, for the Compliment is trite. 
From the Birmingham Gazette, " We hear that 
on Tburfday laft was married, at Hales Owen^ 
in Sbropjhire^ Mr. J — , an eminent Gunfmith 
-of this Town, .to a Sifter of the Right Hon. 

F Lord D I was yiefter- 

Azy zt the Grange^ where his old Father, with 
a Number of People, were celebrating the Nup- 
tials of his Son ; when in the Midft of his 
Feaftings, high Jollity, and grand Alliance, the 
old Fellow bethought him of a Piece of Tim- 
ber in the Neighbourhood, that was convert!^ 
bk into good Gun-Stocks, and had fome of 
it fent for into the Room, by Way of 5peci* 
men. " Anima nil magna Laudis egentes 

Pray is your Sifter at Smtlkwick? for I 
have not heard. You fcid you would give me 
your Pidlure, which I long earneftly for •, could 
not you contrive to have it fent me direftly ? I 
am quite in your Debt, with Regard to downright 
Goods and Moveables, and what is the proper 

* Souls that are dofiroue of little Fraile* 

Subjed 
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Subje£t of an Inventory I will, however, en- 
deavour to be more upon a Par with you, with 
Regard to Prefents, though I never can, with 
Regard to the Pleafurcs I have received from 
your Converfation. 

I make People wonder at my Exploits in 
pulling down Walls, Hovels, Cow-Houfes, &fr. 
and my Place is not the fame, I am, tha£ 
is with Regard to you, 

•a faithful Friend, 

and humble Servant^l 

W. Shenstoke. 

Mr. Whistler, and yon, and I, and Sir 
T. Head, (whom I ftibuld name firft, fpeaking 
after the Manner of Men) have juft Variety 
enough, and not too much, in our Charadlers, 
to make an Interview, whenever it happens, 
entertaining— I mean, though we were not old 
Friends and Acqpaintance, 
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LETTER III. 
W. S«EN$TONE, Efq. to Mr. Jago. 

Dear Mr. Jago, 

THOUGH I have not yet troubled you 
with a Letter, I have not been void of 
all Enquiry, or Information concerning your 
Situation and Mr. Hardy*s Health; indeed, 
it is now miiny Weeks fince I collefted fomc 
Particulars from your Brother, and I am now 
impatient for fome further Intelligence. As to 
the Particulars of our friendly Reception at 
Wroxhall^ Mr. John Jago has very probably 
acquainted youj he would, however, perfuade 
me to give you a diftinft Account being af- 
fured, he fays, it muft be a good Subject for 
Drollery. I don't know how far this would 
be proper : but I think, when I write again 

to my Friend W , to give him a Sketch 

of his 'Own Charafter, juft as it appeared du- 
ring the Time of our Vifit. I do not mean 
to give OiEFence, fg I lhall intermix many 
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goond Parts of his Charader, together with his 
Oddities^- ' I believe the whole will take up 
a Sheet of Paper, for I have already confider- 
cd it. He has GoodrSenfe, and Good-Nature 
at the Bottorii ; pity he fliould. difguife the 
former by one continued Air of BuflSxmry, and 
the latter -by a toul Ncglcft of common De- 
corum. 

Since 1 came home, I have done little elfe 
but plant Bufhes, Hazel, Hawthorn, Crab- 
Tree, Elder, &f ^. together with fomc few flower- 
ing Shrubs that I have had given me. I think 
nothing remarkable has occurred ; oftly one mi- 
ferable tcmpeftuous Day, .1 had 'thii Earl of 
Stamford called to fee my Walks, together 
with Mr. DovEY, of Birmingbamy and two 
other Gentlemen. My Lord promifed to come 
again in Summer, and invited me to Enville. 
By the Way, he is now building a Gothic 
Green-Houfcj by Mr. M — 's Direftion and by 
all Accounts, the Place is worth your feeing, 
when you come into this Country ; 'tis but 
about fix Miles diftant from hence. Pray do 
not you embroil me with Mr. M » , in 
Regard to the Obfervations I ntede in his 
I Walks. 



T4 SELECT LETTERS. 

Walks. Remember thtre were not a few Thing* 
with which I was greatly delighted > and H 
there were a few that I kfs appeared to ad« 
mirCy it wa& owing to a Confcioufnels^ that I 
was anK>ngifl: Friends only, and that I thought 
it fooltfli to regulate my Exprefiions by the 
fame Rules , of Complaiianoe, which I ought to 
obferve in different Places. I fay, cugbi^ for 
he has been exceeding favourable to me, in 
his ^ Repre&ncations of tine Leafoms. I hope 
to fee Mr. Fancourt with you here this Spring, 
end why not yotir Brother ? He can fpend half 
a Week now and then %t ff^romlL The Duke 
of S was treated with Cruelty by his Fa- 
ther till he was fixty-five^ atnd afterwards fcarcc 
furvive^ him, to enjoy one. Year's Profit of the 
Eftace. Such is the Tenure by which we hoW 
cur earthly Tenements ! 



L E T^ 
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LETTER IV. 
W. Shenstokte, Efq. to Mr. Whistler; 

Dear Mr. Whistler, 

THIS is the firft Evening I have had to 
myfelf fince I left Cbdtenbam and as 
bne wants fome very favourite Subjeft to en- 
grofs one'a' Thoughts a little, after a long 
Diffipation, I could think of n6rhfng "more ef- 
feftual than a Letter to ohe who has fo larger 
a Share in them; befide, they have given m6 
your Letter from Bradfield^ ^nd I am in Pam 
till I have acknowledged fo affeftionate and 
polite a Prefent. People, whofe very Foibles 
are fo many EJegancies, can fcarce write any 
Thing more agreeable than a plain, unaf- 
feded Account of them. I remember, I ufed 
to think this a Kind of Diftinftion between 
Mr. Graves and you-, that the one had the 
Knack of making his Virtues unenvied, and 
the other of rendering (What I perhaps unjuftly 
termed) his Weaknefles enviable. I am aU 
4 moft 
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mod afraid of inferting this, left it fliould 
, feem to injure the fuperlative Efteem 1 have 
of you: but I muft add, that I confider a 
Mixture of Wcakneffes, and an ingenuous Con- 
feflion of them, as the moft engaging and fo- 
cjable Part of any Charafter if I did not, I 
could not allot them you, whofe Manner is fo 
diftinguiflaedly amiable.. 

, Since .1 left Cbeltenhamy I have been at Mn 
B — *s, in Bijhop^s-Caftle. I rode one Morning 
with him about three Miles, that I might fay, 
I had been in Wales^ and feen Brecon^ Caderi- 
disy and Tlinlimmofty with an cxtenfive Chain 
of other Mountains, I called at a fmall Ale- 
houfe, where the People lived all the Winter 
without any Glafs in their Windows. I was 
wondering how they could live fo, in a more 
cold Country than you have, perhaps, expe- 
rienced. The Wife faid, " True it wa$, (he could 
like Glafs very well.** " Yes,'* fays the Huf- 
band, " Glafs is very genteel, that it is." " Nay, 
fays the Wife, " not for the Gentleclnefs nei- 
ther, though it is very genteel, that's the Truth 
on't.** This Circumftance ftruck me a good 
deal, that they fliould difcover the gentcelnefs 

of 
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bf Glazing, and never once think of its 
pediency. Mr. B — is a Man you would like 
upon Acquaintance, though, as I remember, 
you had fome Objedtion to the Superfluity of 
his Wit. We ftiall, in all Probability, have 
frequent Interviews with him at Batb^ London^ 
€5?f. He would fain have feduced me to have 
travelled into Portugal^ with himfelf, and 
one Mr. Moore, his Neighbour •, an agreeable, 
modeft Man, and late Member for Bi/bop^s-Caftk. 
I declined it for two Reafons ; firft, on Ac- 
count of the Expence, and fecondly, that I could 
not think of fpending two Years in this Part 
of my Life abroad ; dead to one's own Coun- 
try, and procuring, at beft, very pcrifliablc, and 
ufelefs Friendfliips in another. If I could have 
ftaid, I was to have gone with him to a TFelJh 
SefTions, fraught with Irafcibility. He is a 
Juftice of Peace there. 

As to good Acquaintance, though I much 
defirc it, I have as literally a Genius for avoid- 
ing, as any one ever had for procuring it. I 
cannot approach within fifty Yards of Servi- 
lity for fear of it. 



Vol. II. 



C 
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I want fadly to talk to you about a thou- 
fand Things. I have fome Notion of fpend- 
ing a Week at Mr. D — *s. Adt fublimcly, 
and give me the Meeting then, notwithftand- 
ing. 

Though I was enamoured with the Polite- 
nefs of Mr. W — *s Converfation, I ftiould not, 
perhaps, have been very forward to exprefs 
my Sentiments, if you had not intimated, that 
he made favourable mention of me, I begin 
to grow a little pleafed with Prudence, and 
I think it a Debt one owes her, to referve 
one's Encomiums till one knows any one's mu- 
tual Sentiments ; for certainly, he that happens 
to commend an Enemy, happens to condemn 
himielf. I beg my ComplinSents. 

I \ elieve poor J. D — is alive — Farther I 
c. nnot learn. 

I did not think it poflible, I could have 
1 e n fo much engaged by love as I have been* 
ot ate. — Poor Mifs C — ! 



It 



SELECT LETTERS. 19 



It muft neceflarily be an Honour to a Girl, 
to have pleafed a Man of Senfe, (I know not 
but I am vain in fuppofing myfelf of that 
Number) let his Station be how low foever. 
Now it, muft be a Difgfaee to captivate a Fool, 
however high it be ; the former is the ftrongeft 
Evidence of Merit, the latter of the Want of it. 

Now I talk of Vanity, I befeech ydu never 
check yourfelf in your Letters — / don't purpofc 
it ; and I think it makes as pretty a Figure 
in the Letters of a Man of Taftc, as it does 
in the Embroidery of a Beau. I am as much 
yours, a3 human Nature will admit of. 

Adieu ! 

W. Shenstonb^ 



L E T., 



ao SELECT LETTERS 



LETTER V. 

W. Shexstone, Elq. to . 

Dear Sir, 

WHEN I promi&d you fomc Poetry for 
Mr. S-^, I am afraid that, through my 
Oe&re of recommending myfirif to his Family, 
my Toi^;Qe out-run my Wk. If I laid any 
Sort of Strefs upon what I was to ibnd, I 
am vcTf fore it did fb ; and when you havi? 
read the Tnfle$ encloiedt you will be of ;hc 
fame Opinion. 

It is probable, however, that I had an Eye 
to a larger Ode of mine, upon the Sub^6t of 
rural El^ance, which I hare not now Time 
either to correft or to tranfcribe; but which 
I will not fail to communicate to them upon 
fome future Occafion. 

Or if my Promife r^arded a TranQation of 
the Mottos bere^ I (ball have the beft Oppor- 
tunity of performing it, when I take the Free- 
doms 
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doms you h^ve allowed me, with your po- 
lite Defcription of my Farm. 

Am I wrong in detaining that Paper ? — 
For pofitively, thefe laft few Days I have found 
myfelf a good deal feverifh, and my Head 
has been fo much confufcd, that I was almoft 
tempted to omit this Meflage. In this Cafe, 
I think your Good- nature would have acquitted 
me of Difrefpe£l: but I could not fuffer you 
to leave the Country with fo bad an Opinion 
of my punftuality. 

It remains, that I prefent my beft Refpe£ls 
to Dr. TuRTON and his Lady, and that I 
wifli you an agreeable Journey to Oxford. I 
purpofe, in a few Weeks, that you fliall be 
enabled to fay fomething more particular, in 
Re-gard to M — *s Poetry j in the mean Time, 
I defire that he would accept my Compliments, 
and my Thanks for the Pleafure his Verfes 
have afforded me. Above all Things, alTure 
Mr. Arnold of my moft unfeigned Eftcem; 
jind if he difcovers any Partiality for my Place 
or me, encourage it, that it may induce him, 
on a proper Oc^:afion, to favour me once more 
C 3 with 
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with his Compan3% You fee, I am availing 
my{tlf of your Intereft, to iiiake all your Friendj 
my own ; and to attone for this Piece of Sel- 
filhnefs, it fl^all not be vpy Fault, if every Friend 
J have be not yours, a^ leaft, with fome Shar^ 
pf that Regard with which I am, 
dear Sir, 

your moft faithful, fumble Servant, 
W. Shenstone. 



LETTER VL 
Mr. Whistler to W. Shenstone, Efq, 
Dear Sir, 

I Received your agreeable Letter j read all the 
fine Things your (I fear prejudiced) Good- 
nature made you fay at firl^ diftrufted them : 
but when J reflefted on the Perfon who faid 
them, I found a llrpng Inclination rife in me 
to believe them 5 but how to be convinced 
I was ilill at a Lofs for I know it is in 
-your Power, either to make Flattery pafs for 
Sincerity, or Sincerity (fp juftly dreaded from 

the 
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the Uiifkilful) pleafing. But be it as it will, I 
fliall be a Gainer by it ; for if 'tis Flattery, 
it will give me a fair Reputation, though un- 
deferved, with all who hear it ; but if 'tis true, 
it will aflure me, I deferve one from all who 
can like you bellow one. 

You enquired after Mr. D — . He, and his 
Lady, and Mifs B — s, have drank Tea with 
me twice within this Fortnight. We went to 
Chrift'Churcb Prayers together, from thence, 
arrayed in Gold and Silver, we ruflied into 
Si. JohfCS'Chapely where we ftood, knelt and 
fate, (I won't fay prayed) the whole Service- 
Time; for you know it is ufual there for 
Strangers to fit in the Choir, which we did, 
to the great Advantage both of the Fan and 
the SnufF-Box, which were ne'ther of them long 
yqemploy^d, during Divine S;?rvice, You know 
they are great Kelps to Pevotion : Snuff cer- 
tainly compofcs, and 4 F4n may waft ^ Soul 
to Heaven before it is awar^. 

Mrs. L— ' ftill perfevercs. She gave it out 
before flie had feen her, that Mifs B — was 
like a Cat, which when flie found Mifs B — 

C 4 . had 
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had heard, flic wrote a Letter to excufe hetv 
felf, and concluded moft emphatically with 
thefc Words, " No, Madam, I am not quitq 
fo unbred ; it was not I, but Conjmonr 
Fame, faid you were like a Cat." I really 
think here, that Mrs. L~. topt Mrs. L — ^^s 
Part. Mr. G — is ftill a Prude; I fee him 
fometimes, but ftiould be glad to fee him of- 
tener. I know no one Circumft^nce, but Breach 
of Sincerity, that can ever be a Reafon with 
me to flight my Friends. If a Friend of mine 
had broke all Laws, both human and divine, 
yet had confpicuoufly preferved his Integrity 
to me, I fliould only think myfelf the more 
obliged to him, and though I pitied him, would 
never forfake him firfl:-, I fliould think he 
had a higher Notion of Friendfliip, and that 
that was the only Tie which he dared not 
violate, for which Reafon I would not dare to 
be a greater Villain than he. I don't know 
how this Thoqght came into my Head, but 
you fee I y^as willing to fpin it to its full 
Length ; if I have gone too far, you mufl: 
impute it to that Rapture of Friendfliip with 
^hich I am yours eternally, 
Qxford. A, Whistler. 

Do write! 

L E Tt 
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LETTER VII, 
JVIr. Whistleji «o W. Sheijstonb, Etq, 
Dear Sir, 

I HAVE waited thus long upon a dilatory 
Lawyer, called, I fuppofe, in Hebrew^ BeU 
pLebuh at kaljb, I am confident. Lawyer is but 
^ fynonimous Term for the Devil, I have- 
ftayed, and muft ft^y, to (ign fome Parch- 
ments, which cannot be done without me ; and 
his Delay has caufed mine, in not anfwering 
your kind Letter before. I muft likewife gOf 
to fVinchffier on the fame Bufinefs, fo that, to" 
put you out of ^ difagreeable Expedation, I 
pluck up Rcfolution to tell you, I am afraid 
I cannot wait upon you this Summer ^ at 
pnce to rpfift your Kindnefs, and my own In- 
clination, in my Opinion, is a great A6t of 
Rcfolution, at leaft would be fo, if I had any 
Pegree of Choice left me : but as it is, I think 
fhe enduring my Difappointment a great Trial 
pf my Patience. Mn Graves will witnefs the 

Truth 
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LETTER VIU. 
Mr. Whistler to W. Shenstone, Efq^ 
Dear Sir, 

1 Received your kind Letter, and, in Spite o# 
all you have faid, I murt ftill think thatt 
the Obligatipn is cntirdy on my Side, and yoii 
tavc only, in my Opinion, laid a greater Smrfsi 
upon it by fb gcneroufly difclaimihg it. I am 
refolved to be pleafed with every Thing you 
Ijiy or do, and if I were not, you are refolved' 
I (hall. I am very glad you intend me 4 
Vifit ; but am likewife very forry, I muft b^ 
you to defer it for fome Time •, our Family 
talk of going to Brijiol very foon, and as I 
have no where elfe to go, muft go with them. 
If it was in my Power to defer the Journey, 
I would gladly do it, to wait on Mr. Shen-i 
STONE, at PFbitchurch\ or if I could com- 
mand the Houfe in their Abfence, their Ab-; 
fence and his Prefence would be to me a dou- 
ble Happinefs. But as if is, I muft, at prefent, 

be 
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be without a Pkafure, which I hope will not 
always thus fly from mc-, I hope the lat- 
End of this Summer, and Mr, Shenstone, 
wiii be both more favourable to me, and if 
lb, I fliaH reckon that the Spring of the Year 
is yet to come; I, who place theScafons en- 
tirely in my own Fancy. 

I forgot to tell you in my laft, that the Prin- 
cefs Amelia did us the Honour of a Vifit at 
ff^ifciurchj though we were obliged to the 
Stag for it, who feemed to fly from the Ho- 
nour flie defigned him, and had not Ambition 
enough (as Lee fays) to meet the Blow half 
Way, or be pleafed with Death, though in the 
Royal Prefence. It was a terrible Day, and the 
Princefs was wet through ; flie had rode thirty 
Miles when I faw her, and Ihe rode thirty 
Miles after that, which was fix o'Clock at 
Night, in her wet Cloaths, and appeared at 
the Drawing-Room at St. James'Sy the next 
Day, which was a Birth-Day. 

The Princefs (with Submiflion be it Ipoke) 
gave me no Satisfadtion, not through any De- 
ficiency in her Demeanour — but from the dif- 

fatisfied 
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latisficd State of Mind. I could be contented 
with nothing lefs than you; and I hope you 
will be fo goody as not to let this Difappoint- 
ment, which I aflure you is a great Difappoint- 
ment to me, be any Objedion to my having 
the Pleafurc of your Company another Time. 
With my Service, which waits on you, I am 
yours, as much as, I hope, you would have 
me, viZi 

Your fincere Friend and humble Servant 

A* Whistler, 

Excufe me, if I defire to be remembered 
to good Mrs. Arnold, whom I look upon 
to be an Example of the fimple Force of mo- 
ral Beauty. 

Sept. g. 
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LETTER IX- 
Mn Whistler to W. Shekstone, Efq. 
Dear Sir, 

I HAVE not received your Letter above a 
Week ago, being but lately come to Town, 
which is the true Reafon why I have not an- 
fwered it. Few Reafons, and none but good 
ones (hall ever prevent me ifrom prefenting my 
Heart to you : but my Journey hither has been 
prevented, partly by ill Health, and partly by 
little, ill-natured, impertinent Accidents — This 
Sufpenfe had had an equal Effeft oh my writing 
to you. I here end my moft fincere Apology. 

Now for News — I am in London \ for which 
Reafon, I fuppofc I muft not be excufed tho* 
I hate it, remember very little, and am moft 
likely to blunder in the Recital of that little. 
The .Houfe of Commons have addreflcd the 
King to try Matthews and Lestock, and 
fix Captains, by a Court-Martial, and it is 

thought. 
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thought, fome of them will be condemned.-^ 
Poor Garrick has been darigeroufly ill of a 
Fever this Week : but now, to my great Sa- 
tisfaftion, there arc Hopes of his Recovery; 
nay, it is noticed in the Daily Advertijer^ that 
he will perform a Part nfext Wedntfday Night. 

• I have been to wait on Lord D— . He was 
very civil, and would fain have kept me till 
he had opened his Heart with a Bottle of Wine j 
at lead, I imagined his forwarding the Bottle 
was with that Delign ; but I was engaged* I 
am to call upon him to go to Ranelagb — a 
Lord would be a pretty Nofegay in one's Hand, 
if he had the leaft Variety of Colours ; Day, 
if he refembled any one Flower of a fingle Co- 
lour, except the Fujlus. Mn F~ I fee fome- 
times, bat he is not very attraftive. I always 
did envy you the Power of Laughing at a 
Fool by yourfelf : but you are a World within 
yourfelf. . Mr. P— -k, I fpent an Evening with 
lately very agreeably: but he lives fo far off, 
at the Court-End of the Town, as feparates 

us very much. Mr. P- m I often fee, and 

find him a very ufeful Pcrfon, But if you 
^re here, both agreeable and ufeful would 
z vanifli. 
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Vahifli, and a far fuperior Enjoyment take Place. 
Mr. Graves promifed to be in London for a 
Week, but his little Politics are, you know^ 
very uhcertairt. I have ftruck a bold Stroke 
finte I have been in Town j I mean a laced 
Coat, for really Waiftcoats coft as much, and 
are no Mark of Diftindtion after all. Sir T* 
Head comes to Town this Week ; but I 
believe, I ftiall not ftay above a Week longer^ 
fo would have you direft to me at IVhitcburcb. 
1 defign to go to Court one Night. I muft, 
as you fee^, write ftiort, my Paper drawing to 
an End. It is with Pleafure I hear, that old 
People confefs a Play is now worth feeing, and 
that Garrick: excels Betterton, tfr. In the 
Diverfi^ty of his Genius, he muft far exceed 
him ; when we fee him alternately in a Rich- 
ard and Scruh^ in a Lear^ and Abel Drugger^ 
he is truly aftonifhing. This Excellence of our 
dramatic Reprefentations is another Reafon to 
wifti you here. Campioni is a charming new 
Dancer. The Meffiah was performed laft Night, 
but I could not go. — But I muft write no more 
Tattle. I have juft been with Mr. Shugbo- 
ROUGH, and gave him your Orders about the 
Pamphlets, and have picked out fome myfelf. 
Vol. II. D viz. 
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viz. the Odes, the new Play, and the Poem 
on Sicknefs. 

I wifli there had been any better Prints to 
have enclofed in this Letter; I fliould have 
been glad to have fent them. The Pamphlets 
I have ordered to be fent immediately, direfted 
to be left at Mr. Audley*s, in Birmingham. 
The Regret I always feel for your Abfence 
will ever inftruft me how to value you, that 
is beyond what the elaborate Conclufion of a 
Letter can exprefs therefore I will not endea* 
vour to fay how much, but in an unlimited 
Manner be fond to remain 

yours, 

A. Whistler. 

Jpril 13. George* % CofFce-houfc. 

I have no gilt Paper at Hand, which is a 
Fault; pray excufct'^it. Mr. Pemberton i* 
with me, and begs his Service. 
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LETTER X. 
Mr. WnwTLEit to W. Shenstone, Efq. 

Dear Mn Shenstone^ 

I Generally write to you, becaufe 1 want to 
hear from you *, but having lately wrote to 
you, 1 now write becaufe I want to fee you. 
In fhort the Cafe is this : I fhall be at Oxford 
in about three Weeks Time, or fooner, and 
1 have Reafon to think it will be the laft 
Time I lhall be therej I mean in my Gown. 
Now as I am willing ftill to retain an agree- 
able Image of the Plade where I have fpent 
fo many happy Hours, I make this Requeft, 
that you would (lamp the laft Impreffion upon 
my Mindk I beg you would meet me there, 
and give me the Confirmation of your Friend- 
fliip, which I fhall efteem a greater Honour 
than all the Degrees the formal Convocatioa 
can beftowj and I think of you, as Juba 
does of Cato, and declare, I would rather 
have your Praife, than Worlds for my Ad- 
D 2 mirers. 
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mirers. I have forgot the Meafure, but this 
is direftly my Sentiment, 

I lately wrote you a long Letter, as you 
were fo kind to defire; and in fo very lazy 
unintelleftual a Manner, that I am fure half 
the Mortals, who only underftand with their 
Eyes and by the Grammar, could never have 
comprehended ; but I would converfe with you 
Soul to Soul, have a Hint underftood by 
you, and not be obliged to a tedious Pe- 
riod to communicate a Thought to you I 
would have my Soul ftand naked before you, 
and ftiiver at the leaft Breath of Kindnefs your 
moft diftant Meaning ftiall breathe on it — 

Dh, happy State, when Souls each other 
draw, Mr* Pope. 

This I am fure your quick Apprehenfion is 
capable of j and by a Defire of the ftrifteft 
Uiiion with you, I am fond to believe as well 
of myfelf. You fee I am propofing every 
Scheme which may unite you more clofely to 
me, therefore I beg you will not refufe mc 
the Requeft I made at the Beginning of my 

Letter. 
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Letter. I will fay no more now, but whea 
I am with you, defign to talk away as you 
fliaH infpire. In the mean Time, I boaft, that 
it is the moft fagacious Inftindl which pufhes 
me on to fubfcribe myfelf 

your moft afFedtionate Friend 
and humble Servant,^ 

A. Whistler. 



J. E T T E R XL 
Mr. Whistler to W. Shenstone, Efq^ 
Dear Sir, 

AS Hope is the chief Spring of all our 
Adlions, and as Pleafure is the fole Ob- 
jeft of that Hope, you muft not wonder if 
the Stile of this Letter appears more languid 
than ufual. How quickly is the Tranfition of- 
ten made from Hope to Defpair ! But a little 
D 3 While, 
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While, and I thought I already faw you ; and 
now I am prefently fallen into the Dcfpcra- 
tion of I know not when. The Small-Pox, 
which generally frightens away every Thing 
that's agreeable, has made it impoflible for mc 
to fee you as yet — The laft Sentence feems ^ 
Compliment to myfelf ; but as I am too lazy 
to alter it, I beg you would think with me, 
and interpret every Thing I fay in your own 
Favour, But thus the Devil will have it ; 
the Small-Pox is all over Oxford^ in every 
part of the Town, in moft of the Colleges 
to my Knowledge, and is lately b^oke out \n 
Pembroke. If it had not been for this laft Ar- 
ticle, I could gladly have confined myfelf 
within the Compafs of thofe Walls with you 5 
but as it is, I am forced, like good Men, to 
fubmit for a While to human Miferies, and 
comfort myfelf with the Thought of my Hea- 
yen, though at a Diftance; like theip too, 
I have this Satisfadtion, that in the mean Time 
neither the bafe Moth, or Ruft of the World, 
pan corrupt that Part of you in which my 
pieafure |s fituated. 



I hgve 
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I have a very bad Piece of News to tell 
you ; Mr. G — lies dangeroufly ill at London 
of a Fever : I am informed his Life is defpair^ 
ed of— I am now in the utmoft Concern at it. 
This Letter is a mere Medley: difagreeable 
to myfeify I don't propofe it to be agreeable 
to you. I only wrote it, to tell you what 
you muft know, and if you can underftand it, 
it is very well. I am not only in the loweft 
Spirits, but they are alfo very much confufed. 
I will not now moralize; but this I am fure, 
we ftiall both dearly mifi Mr. G — . When 
I hear more^ you fhall know more. It is now 
one o'clock in the Morning, and, as I told 
you, I wrote this out of Neceflity. I cannot 
be in Oxford^ though I long to fee you. If 
poor Mr. G — ftiould die, pray be ftill more 
kind to me. I am fure, I ihall then find a 
Vacancy in my Breaft, which you alone can 
fill up to my Satisfadion. 

Adieu, dear Mr. ShbnstoneI 



A. Whistler. 

Pray write. 

©4 I re* 
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I received a Letter from you juft after I 
fent you my laft, and my Thoughs are at 
prcfent too confufed to anfwcr your laft parti** 
cularly, nor, indeed, will my Time allow it. 
Only I heartily thank you for it. 

Wbitcburcb^ near Readings Berks. 

' I I - H ■ ■ ■ ■ ■■ I i I J I ■■ I ^ 

LETTER XIL 
Mr Whistler to W, Shen3tone, Efcj, 

Dear Sir, Augujl 4. 

YOUR laft kind Letter has for a long Time 
upbraided me with Negligence, Ingrati- 
tude and Stupidity. To the laft Part of the 
Accufation, I plead guilty ; for I think I never 
found myfelf more ftupid than I have been 
for this Month paft, and what I write now, 
proceeds, not from any Flow of Fancy, bu; 
merely from Refpeft ^nd Efteem. I have 

been 
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been very much taken up of late, by our Fa- 
mily being at Home: but that Excufe I lay 
no Strcfs upon ; for I (hall never let any, ci- 
ther Bufinefs or Plcafure hurry you from my 
Thoughts, 111 Health can be my only juft 
Apology i and though I cannot fay I have 
been fick, I can aflqre you, I have not been 
weU for fome Time paft. Put my Condition 
in the beft Light, I am very much in the Va- 
pours, and fo much, as that you or Mr. 
Graves alone can cure me : a Letter from 
you will go a great deal towards it; though 
I long for one, I can hardly go on with this 
Letter, which is the Means to procure it ; 
like one (inking into a fainting Fit, who can't 
CoUedt Strength- of Mind or Body, to reach fo 
inuch as the Hartfhorn to his Nofe, which 
ftands at his Elbow, I fliall be at Oxford in 
a fliort Time, ^qd fpend as many Days there 
as I can pafs agreeably, and then take my 
Leave of it. If the Town be healthy, I fliali 
go to London the Beginning of the Winter, and 
^lay there juft as long as it fmile^ on me. 
But all Things feem to frown in the Abfence 
of my Friends, and I wifh I don't think the 
ipmiles of the Town impertinent without them. 

J wilh 
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I wifh I could be fometimes pleafed with Ids 
than you, without I could have you always. 
Pray write foon, and raife my Spirits, for I 
really am forced now to conclude for Want 
of them. 

Dear Sir, 
yours, ^c. (^c. 
A. Whistler. 

Service to Mr» D-^, I fincerely hope he is 
well. 



LETTER XIIL 
Mr. Whistler to W. Shenstone, Efq. 
Dear Sir, 

IF you remember, in your laft Letter but 
one, you advifed me to read- Hiftory : ac- 
cordingly, as I am always proud to follow 
yopr Advice, I pitched upon Bvritet*s Hifiory 
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9f his own Times. I was over Head and Ears 
engaged in the Difputcs between Cavaliers, Pro- 
tefters, Refolutioners, and God knows who, 
when I received your laft. Though Burnet 
values himfelf particularly on private Intelli- 
gence, I had a greater Curiofity, and enter- 
tained far greater Hopes of Pleafure, in break- 
ing open your Letter-, nor was I at all de- 
ceived: I think you wrote, if poflible, more 
agreeably than ufual •, it raifed my Spirits, and 
at the fame Time did more than all King 
Charles's Statefmen could do : fet up an ab- 
folute Monarchy in my Breaft in a Moment, 
j^nd made you Sovereign there, 

Mr. PowYs had a Child chriftcncd yefter- 
day; it was attended to Church by half a 
Pozen Coaches, The great Mr. Pointz was 
one of the Godfathers, and Mrs. TownShend, 
now an Inhabitant of your Parts, the God- 
mother, by Proxy. Mrs. Powys went out 
on Pleafure to the laft, and if her Horfes had 
not been good, and her Coachman dexterous 
to ply them with the Whip, flic had been 
brought to Bed in her Coach, as once before 
|he had like to haye fecpn at the Play-Houfe, 
4 Alas ! 
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Alas ! for our poor Friend Cob ! 

Who lhall now (it with Countenance fcrene^ 
The inofFcnfive Judge of facred Song, 
At . once becalm'd with Port and Poetry, 
While the great Somerville attunes his Lays ? 

As to what you mentioned about your Poem ; 
you can't think me fuch a Barbarian, as that I 
Ihould expeft you fliould follow my Advice in 
every Particular^ I rather think you did me an 
Honour in doing it at all I know the great 
Critics have been long endeavouring to be ab- 
folute; but I think it very unreafonable even 
in them — and I believe you, as well as my- 
felf, have too much Spirit to fubmit to it. 
If I can any. Ways aflift: you, by any little 
Obfervations, you (hall have my Thoughts, 
and make ufe of them at your Pleafure, for 
I am very fond of that Rule, of doing as one 
would be done by. — Little Mifs L — out-does 
Tom Tinsell's Widow, 

If the Town is not vaftly unhealthy indeed, 
(for I muft not regard little Difcouragements, 

as 
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as my Affairs are at prefent) I lhall fpcnd 
moft Part of the next Winter at London. You 
are very friendly, to propofe to me the moft 
agreeable Scheme in the World : but I can't 
poflibly fee the Leafowes this Summer. I be- 
lieve it is you, not Mrs, Arnold, who have 
all the Wit of your Country ; and if all 
Things naturally attrafl there alike, in that Re- 
ipeft you will prove a very dangerous Neigh- 
bour. I long to fee you as much as you 
can do to fee me : but all I can do now, is 
to tell you fo, and that L am, by Honour, 
Friendfliip, and every other Obligation, 

Yours fincerely, 

A. Whistler. 

Sept. 8. 



LET- 
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LET T E R XIV. 
Mr. Whistler to W. Shenstone, Efq; 

Dear Sir, fFhiuburcbj Nov. 8. 

I Received you Pacquet, fraught with every 
Thing that could delight me. I bdieve 
more Wit was never conveyed under the Tide 
of a Peer before; not even excepting your 
own, which, indeed, you generally export by 
wholefale in the fame Method. Your Letter 
led me through an Elyfian Scene, which de^ 
lighted me fo, that I muft beg Leave to take 
another Turn with you at prefent therein* 
There is no Subjeft I can treat of with 63 
much Pleafure, and, of Confequence, with lb 
much Ad\*antage to myielf. In the firft Plac^ 
Dick J — ^ in the Point of Light you iet him» 
diverts me; yet Humanity teaches me to fed 
m Kind of Pity, as for an Animal that fii^ 
and hops about the Cage that has juft dc* 
prived him of his Liberty. Lady Lvxboroogh 
I have fixn, but not in her Sanftuary, where 

llie 
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flic delivers her Oracles, and difplays her Elo- 
quence and Elegancies at full. This is what 
my Soul is a-thirft after ; the holy Land of a 
future Pilgrimage. You have raifed a Devotion 
in me towards her ; for we always judge of 
the Divinity by the Merits of the Prieft. By 
your Defcription of Mr. Thomson, I admire 
him, and rejoice in your Acquaintance with 
him. I beg you would cultivate it, for it 
feems like the Dawning of your Fame, whole 
Merit the ftupid World only wants to be 
awakened to fee. If ever you get your due 
Share of Fame, I jnfift that you be not a 
Niggard of it, as many are, but do your ut- 
moft Endeavour to communicate it to your 
Friends — You fee I fpeak in Time. 

As for Mr. L — n's Civility, I have no great 
Faith in it; I fear he has only fome private 
End to ferve, as an Eledlion or fo : but, how- 
ever, I would have you nourilh it, for it may 
breed fomething by Chance — It will be a Cre- 
dit to you at worft — ^Chance often promotes 
Lmgercrs at Court, who have otherwife very 
little Hope. It may fall out, that by ferving 

you, 
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you, he may ierve himlelf. I fhould like 6> 

have feen Signor Outing^ poor Man. 

I think the Liafawei a charming Place iii 
itfelf ; but not knowing how in my Imagina*- 
tion at any Time to feparatc the Work from 
the Architect, I believe I give the former 
infinitely ttiioitt Adoration than its due, even 
with all its Iittprovements. You v^ould ofteft • 
fee ftie gliding acrofs the Glades, if the Soul 
was vifiblc. You, indeed, have ^contrived to 
make your Soul, as it wei'e, vifible ; and a very 
iDeautiful Soul it is ^ particularly in its laft 
Drefs, which became it exceedingly, I meati 
Elegy — It was mighty well fancied, afld di£- 
fufcd a tender, languifhing Air, its highcft Cha- 
rafter : I am much indebted to it for this fplen-* 
<Hd Viflt ; fpendid 1 mean in Beauty. The two 
old Songs likewife were very agteeable to me: 
but chiefly Giles Collins. As for the Song of 
the Cat^ I am much obliged to you for it : 
but I think the Author funk quite beneath 
himfelf towards the End. The Conclufion was 
too fudden, and not worked up enough, and 
bcfides was exceeding dirty 5 however, it w^ 
improved by your Alterations : upon the whole, 

1 like 
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Kke it, and out of my Devotion for the five 
firft Stanzas, I have added fix more, which 
I fubmit to your Judgment, v^hether I have 
fupportcd the true Spirit of the Fragment. 
Pray excufe that I have prefumed to omit any 
of your Alteraiions \ beCaUfe I thought ia 
this new Scheme the Context required it. 

t live in feTopes of feeing you at ^itchurcb 
this Winter, and of hearing the happy Tidings 
when I beg you will let me know fome Time 
before you come, that I may get ydur Bed in 
order ; I have but one ; (it was given me, and 
is none of the 'Iargeft; indeed, fmall, which 
at prefent I lament) othetwife I Ihould now 
give more Invitations I can entertain but one 
Friend at a Time : but all my Friends will 
be fincercly welcome feveraliy. Again I fay, 
I lament the Unfociablenefs of this Scheme, 
but it is not in my Power to alter it, Mr. 
G — 's Affair goes on, I am afraid, unhappi- 
ly* As for my own Situation, I fhall fay lit- 
tle, but leave you to take a Survey of it, which 
I hope you will do foon. I think it is cal- 
culated for Happinefs, if a Perfon of the leaft 
Delicatejfe can be fo. I rejoice in all you have 

Vql.II. E re. 
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rejoiced in, and pray for all you pray for, as 
becomes 

Your moft affeftionate Friend 
and hunablc Servant, 

A. Whistler. 

Pray write. 

My Idea of Mifs Fletchers is, that they 
are eafy without Impertinence; a high Idea 
in my Opinion. Pray give my Compliments 
to Lord D — J if in the Country. 



LETTER XV. 
Mr. Whistler to W. Shenstone, Efq* 

Dear Sir, Whitchurch^ Nov. 24. 

I AM very much obliged to you for your laft 
kind Letter, and received your Abfolution 
with a very contrite Heart, though I affure you 
my Sin was not wilful ; howe\'er, it was fuch as 

4 1 fin- ' 
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I fince'rely lamented, even in the Commiflion ; 
I fliould rather fay Omiffion. I am exceeding 
forry to find you have fo great a Quarrel with 
London. 1 fpeak fincerely, when I fay, I pro- 
pofe little Pleafure there without you. I faid 
in my laft Letter, we might contrive to meet 
there, a$ hitherto ; I think we have contrived 
not to do it, and if we were to meet, I can't 
but fancy we might make it agreeable to each 
bther. I ftiali go thither immediately after 
Cbrijimas^ and fhould be glad to wait on you 
at fVhitchunhi and from thence to London. 
You certainly conclude me happy, in having 
Mr. Graves fo near me, and with Reafon. I 
fliould think my Scheme of Friendfhip com- 
plete, if you was as near ; but without that Cir- 
cumftance, it is far from being fo. Sir T. 
Head and Mr. Graves fpent three Days with 
me laft Week to my great Satisfaftion. 

I have had a Swelling in my Foot, whichr 
they tell me is the Gout — God forbid! — but 
*tis certainly like it. I intend to go into a Milk 
Diet immediately, for I am terribly alarmed. 
If it fhould prove fo, I ftiall think it a very 
hard Fate, having been no Drinker, and even 
E 2 Mul- 
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prudent People would fay, I have been playing 
the Devil. Indeed, (as in other Things in Life) 
rny Fancy 15 . fo confined by the Sniallnefs of 
my Ppflfeflions, (hat my Scheme is not very 
cxpenflve : 'tis ail in the Lilliputian Stile, and 
muft be fo. Though I have tried to give it 
yihzt Air of Magnificence it is , capable of, I 
fwpppjfe it will ftrut -like m«vy of thofe- ui^ 
fortunate peroes who happen mi to be four Fec^ 
and ^ Half high. 

Did Lady Luxborough approve my Sentl- 
ment of enjoying Things beft by Refleftion ? I 
ftill maintain nw Opinion, and endeavpur to juf- 
tify it thus : "Vyhaf we enjoy by Refledion wc 
have pure, nay, heightened by our own Fancy, 
at the fame Time no Inconvenience attends iti 
on the contrary, the Pleafure is more poignant 
by the Contraft. The Thought of an Ice- 
Houfe in thq Summer . is refrelhing, and tha 
imagination of July is a Cordial in Froil and 
Snow ; befides, yoii well know Hope is the very. 
Hartfhorn of Life^ that enlivens every Thing, 
and particularly attends imaginary Pleafures,. 
but vahifbes whenever they becbme real— By 
I^efleiflion, I meaa Imagination in general. 

I have 
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I have fent you Stanzas on Flowers, If Lady 
LuxBORouGH likes them, I (hall be proud of 
hitting the Pallatc of a Lady of fo high a Tafte, 
I have likewife cnclofed another Copy of Verfcs 
—though I am in Doubt, whether I did not 
fend them to you laft Summer; thty werfe 
done then. I know you don't love Tranfla- 
tions, but I have nothing new befides. L fct 
about them merely as an Exercife one Night, 
when I was dull and alone, not intending any 
Thing but tearing them afterwards, for I knew 
}t was a worn-out Subjeft — But a fatherly Af- 
feftion ,took Place, and I did not care for mur- 
dering it, though it was a Baftard produced 
ynawares. 

N. B. I be^ that nothing of mine may ap- 
pear in Print, 

I admire thofe two Lines of Lady Wortley*s 
very much. It is a natural yet uncommon and 
agreeable Thought. I am pleafcd with the Com- 
pliment you make me, in faying you always 
wifti mi with you to partake any Pleafure^ 
^d imagine how any Thing extraordinary would- 
£ ^ ft^ike 
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ftrike me : I like it, becaufe I know it is 4 
natural, and thereby, a finccre Thought by my 
own Heart. I am fo far gone that Way, that 
I can hardly enjoy any Thing extraordinary, 
Wthout my Frieqds are with me, efpecially 
thofe whom I . know it would particularly ftfike ; 
but next to gratifying a Friend, is the obfer-r 
ving, how new and extraordinary Objcds w^ork 
upon a natural Genius j V\\ fuppofe it a Ge-; 
nius; I think it is one of the higheft Enter- 
tainments in JLife; when I can meet with fuch, 
and haye ^n Opportunity, I love to read a 
riay to them, though I know I run the Har 
zard of being laughed at for my Pains ; but 
I. dqn\. care, the Pkafqre pays me for all the 
malicious foolifh People can fay, and y9u know 
the natural Criticifms of Sir Roger de Cover- 
hny were npt thought unworthy the Notice of 
the Brilijh SpeHatcr. For my Parr, I havT of- 
ten thought tliat it is one of the Amuf-mcnts 
<rf the Supreme Being, who planted firft the 
Pafiions iq us, to obfcrve the Worldngs and 
EfiFcfts of them. A public iVv>diegce gives me 
Pleafure upon Truft, for though I know no 
one there, J always conclude there q'C fome 
^niuiTes. 

I am 
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I am of your Opinion, with Regard to 

Mrs. • J at prefcntf for I think, if her 

Heart be really engaged, which I very much 
doubt, Dilhonour in Love is the blacked: of 
all dilhoneflt Actions, and of the worft Conf&- 
quence-T-But his prccurfive Steps were the Ex- 
tremity pf Folly, pondufted with the Extremity - 
of Folly ; but he may be happy (and I wifh' 
he may be happy) in any State of Life. I. 
think our Vifits to Dick J — are fatal; his 
own Mother Uy a dying when we were ac 
ffenley. I very gla4 to hear you have 
had fo many Amufcments. It is always agree- 
able to me, whenever I hear you have met ' 
with a flowery Meadow in your fublunary.- 
Walk. If J have any Taft^, your Hercules is 
ap elegant and truly poetical Poem, and fu- 
pcrbr to lu— — ^'s : if it is not, I rcfign my 
Tafte, for I'll pin it upon your Poem. I 
don't pretend to Criticifm ; but my Paflion for 
Shakespeare, Milton, Pope, £sf^. has made 
me believe, that I have fonie natural Tafte for 
Beauty., I am much obliged to you for the 
two genteel Copies of Verfes-, they are very 
j)retty, and much to my Fancy. As for Odes, 

You 
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you have exprefled my Senfe of them all oa 
that of Dr. AkE>jsiii>E ; they perplex and fret 
one more than they jJIeafe, arid may be dc- 
fcribed by the Title of oiie of SttAi^'ESP'EAftE-s 
Plays, ^'iz. Micb Aio ahott Kt^tBing. 

I have no News to fefnd you from heiic*,- 
that will be irt the • leaft entertaining ta. you. 
I am in Hopts Mr. Graves wiir fettle at 
jyhiuhu'/ch about Whitfuntiie. I have been 
much Oijt of Order for this^ Week, by a Cold 
that I eaUght ki attending' miy Works ; and 
;ny Foot gives me ugly Apprehenfions at pre- 
fcht. \ I continually, pleafe myfelf with the 
Thoughts of feeing you at Whitchurch \ but; 
vftould never have you make an Inconvenience 
pf what I would have be a Pleafure to you— i 
rd have you choofe your own Time, that you 
inay be quite urrembarraffed : for my Part, I 
think the foorcr the better ; only I would beg 
the Favour of o"ne Line to prevent all ill Ac- 
cidents. I -think ^tis a Afcthod \YhTch ftiould 
ever l^e tifeil; and \ worrdcr at my own" Im- 
pnrden^ce,' and my own Good Fortune laft 
Time I came to t\ic Leajbwes. Y long to fee 
j'ou, and fhall be all tliis Summer at Whit- 
churchy 



SELECT LETTERfi. 

fbarcBj ready to receive you.. Indeed^ if 1 
ihould have the Gout, as 1 fomcthing fear it, 
I. would let you know, for that would in«cr- 
rapt all our Pleafure.. I. beg my Complimci^ts 
to Mr. Dolmen : you have likcwife the Com* 
plimcnts of th^s Place. Wich Wiflies to fee 
you, and Complimems grounded vpon the ut- 
paoft Sincerity, I art). 

Dear Sir, 

yours to an Excefs, 

A* Whistler. 



LETTER XVIL 
' Mr. Whistler to W. Shbnsto'ne, Efq. 

Dear Mr. Shenstone, 

YOU fee that I am as cdgcr to anfwer your 
Letter as . you was to anfwer mine, ind 
}f my Letter gave you Pain, I affure you, 
|hac yours liaa et^ually per^leiced I ani 

' ' in 
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in great Hopes, you have mifinterpretcd my 

Scnfe, in Regard to Mr. G and by as 

much as I can recollcft, I believe you have. 
He always Ipeaks of you with the utmoft Re- 
^)e£t in your Abfence, and is much lefs fevere 
even upon what he calls your little Faults, 
than when you are prefent : all that I hinted at, 
was fome little Shynefs he lately {hewed to me, 
on the Account which you and I have often 
mentioned, I have heard you fay, you have 
experienced the fame from him on the like 
Sqore. But you could not poffibly be now 
included, being abfent; no, I afTure you, I. 
ooly {poke of myfelf ; and his Fault towards 
me would have been imperceptible, but to the 
Delicacy of Friendfhip nor been have worth ' 
communicating, but to one whom my Love 
would animate againft the like Failing. I de- 
clare to you, the Sentence which included Mr. 
G-T-^s Name, was the only one which regarded 
him ; what followed, though I confefs that 
gave Rife to it, was only to fhew my different 
Sentiments, and I own my Efteem for Friend- 
fliip. carried ,mc a great Length. I have been 
very particular to fatisfy you, as well as to 
jHftify Mr, G— , and by that Means to juf-. 

tify 
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tify myfelf. I fhould have never have for- 
given myfelf, if 1 had been the Caufe, though 
inadvertently, of dividing fo much Worth as I 
have always difcovered in you both, and which 
though feparated, it might ftill continue to h\c& 
me, yet when united, like moft other Things, 
it has a more powerful EfFeft. I would not 
have Mr. G — know a Word of this, for the 
moft trifling Refieftion, when told again, is 
ofFenfive-, nor fliould I have faid what I did, 
but to a common Friend ; in Truth, it is not 
every-body who poflibly might feel it fo acutely 
as myfelf; but you know my Difpofition. I 
have a Senfibility in my Friendfhips, that arifes 
even to a Sorenefs^ and the flightefl Air of 
Coolnefs makes me wince. This, though in 
its Confequenccs fometimes it may render me 
unplealing to my Intimates, certainly has its 
Source in a Merit, namely, in the Ardour of 
my Attachments ; and therefore I fliould hope 
is cafily pardonable. You remember the ele- 
gant Line in Cotton's beautiful Vifion of 
Friendfliip ; 

Cold is the only III they fear/* 



After 
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After I had fealed my laft, I was afraid It 
had rather an Air of Gomplimeht than Since^ 
rity i if it had, I aflure you, it was only the 
jiit\ and what the Good-humour, I am always 
in whcri I write to you^ might infpirc me with; 
You fee the Efteem I have for you, by turn- 
ing Critic on myfelf in your Behalf. I am 
now going to miention, what there is no Occa- 
fion at all to fay, but Friendlhip is the moft 
inQorjtinent Thing in the World 1 have long 
been fenfible of your Worth ; that is^ ever fmce 
I kjiew you; but 1 mud fay^ I think it w^asf 
our Ufl: Meeting which entirely united me to 
yoU:; every Letter of yours fince has height 
tencd my AfFeftion for you. I look upon thi« 
as my firft Abfence from you ; your Letter^ 
are now neceflary to fupply your Prefenoe > 
you yourfelf taught me this Tafte of Luxury, 
therefore it is but reafonable you fhould fup- 
port the Expence. In (horr, I beg you would 
write foon. I am afraid I fhall tire you by 
fo frequent a Correfpondence, but I particu^ 
larly long to know the Succefs of this Letter. 
Dear Mr. Shenstone, I am yours, &c. 

A. Whistler. 

LET. 
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LETTER XVIIL 
W. Shenstone, Efq. to Mils Lowfi. 
Madam, 

I Fancy IVe been condettined a Thoufand 
Times, on Account of not fending the 
Tunes. One of them was lent out, and I 
had not an Opportunity of fetching it till laft 
Week. I don't know whether this Reafon will 
prove fujfficient, but I affure you it was the 
real one. I tore them out of my Book, and 
on that Account you have fome others with 
them. I was willing you Ihould have them 
in the bed Shape poflible, and dare fay, you'll 
improve as much upon them, as I have dege- 
nerated from them. 

I want exceedingly to hear from you ; but. 
you will fcarce think it confident with a rural 
Reputation to write yourfelf. 'Tis, indeed, 
fcarce worth while to hazard it, to give me 

ever 
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ever fo great a Pleafure, but I could wiffi 
you would here remember the Character of a 
Town-Lady. — Lord ! How does Mifs Uty ? 
I did not wonder you fhould mutually envy each 
other, fince you are both fo great Objefts of 
Envy : more particularly, as Modefty has taught 
you to think your own Merit fmall in Com- 
parifon with that of others, Voila la feule Source 
de toute Envie ! — I'm furely vaftly impertinent, 
for I'm not pofitive you underftand French* 
but I guefs*d that a Lady, fo accompliftied in 
all other Particulars, might. I fancy youVe ep* 
joy*d a vaft deal of agreeable Gaiety fince I 
left you, whilft I have been wandering about 
Harborough^s gloomy Walks and Pools, like a 
Shepherd "defpairing befide a clear Stream/* 
— Oh ! I want to know, whether or no, for 
the common Good of our Society in particu* 
hr, as of our Country in. general, it is, and 
may be lawful to admit, without the ufual 
Number of Members being prefcnt at the So- 
lemnity-, for I judge it better to lay afide 
fome Part of the Ceremony, than that any one 
fliould die uninitiated — Whether or no as in 
Baptifm — was truly going too far. — I am- 

fafc 
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Sde enough, let me go what Lengths I will^ 
in fubfcribing myfelf 

the humblcft of 

your humble Servants^ 

W. SHBNS'rON£* 



LETTER XIX* 
Shbkstone> Efq. to Mrs. A-*-! 
Dear MadatH^ . 

IPromifed to give you fome Account what 
became of Cbelienbamj after Mr. A — had 
pillaged it of all that was moft valuable. Pot 
fibly before this Time, you may have forgot 
t)oth.my Promife and me, and- it may not 
be extremely political to renew your Remem- 
brance of a Perfon who has been fo long feem- 
ingly negledtful. The Truth is, I can no more 
b*r to be forgot by thofe I efteem, than I 
Vol. II. F can 
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can be cenfured of Forgetfulnds with Regard 
to them, and I know no Way but Writings by 
which I can evade both. 

Some Sort of Apology I ought to make, 
that 1 did ttot write before; you will there* 
fore pleafe to obferve, that I am but juft ar- 
rived at Home, though I left Cbeltenbam the 
Day after you. I ftayed, indeed, to hear Mr. 
B — preach a Morning Sermon for which I 
find Mrs. C — has allotted him the Hat, pre- 
ferably to Mr. C — • Perhaps you may not 
remember, nor did I hear till very lately, that 
there is a Hat given annually at Cheltenham^ 
for the Ufe of the beft foreign Preacher, of 
which the Difpofal is affigned to Mrs. C — ^ to 
her and her Heirs for ever. I remember (tho* 
H *knew nothing of this whilft I was upon 
*tih€i iPliCe) I ufed to be a little mifilcemful, 
■^tif^t ' all who preached there had fome fuch 
Premium in their Eye. This Hat, *tis true, 
is hot quite fo valuable as that of a Cardinal^ 
but while it is made a Retribution for Ex- 
cellence in fo (if properly confidered) fublimc 
a Funftion, it is an Objeft for a Preacheran 
any Degree. I am forry, at the fame Time, 

to 
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ttf fay, that as a tof^mn Haty merely for its 
Vfesy it wbiild be ali Objeft to tod many Couk^ 
Curates^ wHofe Situations and flchder In- 
edmcs too often excite our Bliifhes, as well 
as Gbmpaflion. There ffiould be no fucH 
Thing is a JaumeymM Farfm 5 it is beneath 
the Dignity of the I^roftlflon, If we had fewer 
PkraUties in the Churchy this Indecorum mighty 
in a great Meafurej be abolifhed. 

Mn ^— {Squire N— ) I hear is fittihg ,up 
his Caftle at JL-^ — for the Reception of the 
little Widow *, and the Mercer at Cbeltenbam has 
completed his grand Arcade, for the better Pif'* 
pofition of his Crapes and Callimancos. 

t am an ill kelater of Matters of Fad, and 
as I faid before, did not continue abov« fow 
and twenty Hours ahd (bme o(ici Minutes 
upon the Place longer than you that cn^ui^c 
after it t but I furvived long enough to h»r 
very frequent Mention of Mrs* ^"T^? A^^l* 
Carter, and fudh Mention, as has con* 
firmed me in an Opinion, that F^riblis of real 
Merit, without any Expence of Airs, (^c. will 
by Degrees engrofi the Admiration of any Place 
F 2 they 
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they..jqome^ioto. Biift this is a ICind of Lan* 
guage jrou would never indulge me m ; you 
might very fecurcly ; for I fhpuld never be 
able to exprefs half the fincere Efteem and 
Refpedk with which I am, 

r , Madam, 

* "t ■ , .. . • . ^- . .! . ? " 

your mpft .obedient, humble Servant, 
W. Shenstonb, 



L E T T. E R XX. 
W. Shenstone/ ]^fq. to Mi6 Carter. 

Deaf Mifs CkntiR, 

T]|fERHAPS you niay remember to have feen 
* ^ an odd Kind -of JF^Uow when you were 
at Cheitenbam^ whp^thjesti^iied you ;with a Let- 
ter, and who is now endeavo^rinjg tP.be as bad 
ai his Word 5 howcyer Tie JiQpc&,£3r fome lic-^ 

tic 
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tie Partiality on his Behalf, having delayed 
the Execution of his Menaces for a confider* 
sriDle Tifloe, and even now piioniifing to iay as 
few Things in your Favour as the rcat Sen* 
tinients of his Heart will admit of« ; . 

But Peace tp Buffoonery.— —After J* part- 
ed frbno jQu, Mr. M— with great Simplicity, 
endeavoured to keep up my Spirits, by. fpeak- 
ing in Praife of the Family we .had left, as 
though that was not; the ready . Method to 
aggravate the Senfe of one*s Lofs ; iatod yet to* 
^aggravate it jvas utterly imppfSWe i.n .thie[ Qpi*: 
niott of a Perfon ^Ireajjyr fp feii\fible of it, J3ut: 
he mentioned . one . A^ti(:jk which . was . <mjpft «fuc- . 
cefsful, and that was a PropofI4. to. |ccpm«' 
pany me ta StoUj^ apd, to ilet * m©. ^^kiw whkCHI 
it fuitcd his Convenience. r 

When I came to Cheltenhami I wj^ not un- 
mindful of that Iplemn Vow that I had njade^ : 
not : tp furvive your Family, there 3. fir^le Hour ; ^ 
but: I found it near^4ve oX^lock,. and my Con- 
fcij^nce faid, that as j .liad made it fo late, by 
my Attendance upon ypu, though I did; ftay 
another Night, I hoped I might be cxcufed. 

F 3 I have 



79 SELECT LETTERS. 



I have been, fince leaving this Town, at 
IfAr. Browji^s, who lives upon the Borders of» 
^tf/<fj.-~Poor Man I He has been the moft 
obliging Perfon in the World to the moft ftu- 
pid of Companions. *Tis hardly poffible to 
determine . which was greater, t,he Zeal with 
which he fliewed me his Fdffils, Plants, Poe- 
try, &c. or the ftupid Inattention with which 
I obfervcd them. He commends you and Mrs. 
Aubrey highly 5 fo, indeed, do* all I know, 
or I w6uld foon forget that I had ever feen 
their Faces. He had found out a Method at 
laft of feducing me to talk, by frequent Men- 
tion of y^uf* Merits, and it was a good While 
before I difcovered his Artifice ; and even when 
1 had difeovercd it, I was^ ill able to elude the 
force of it, 

I ani now juft returned Home, which is 
my Apology for not writing to you about CbeU 
unbam as I promifed. I really fcarce recolle£k 
any Circumftance belonging to it, except that 
you and Airs. Aubrey were there the moft fa- 
vourable, agreeable, and praifc-wprthy. 



What 



SELECT LETTERS. 7P 

What, docs Mr. M~ boaft of the f^loriou? 
Abfurdity he committed at parting, u\ n)it 
taking my Horle for his ? When I fee him 
next, I will produce a Hundred I have been 
lately guilty of, to no one of which his is. 
able to compare. His, you know, commenced 
in the very Moment of parting, and Gonfequent- 
ly was little wonderful, in Comparifon of thole 
I have fince committed ; befides, his Horfe h: ' 
a Spot or two of Brown on him, and w^^. 
therefore eafily miftaken at fuch a T!n:c for 
one that was Sorrel all over. 

After all, you arc a very wicked Lady-r- 
you defrauded me of the Crpflet you promiled 
me, putting me off with a fingle Bead ; but 
it was yours, and that's enough; The moft 
trivial Donation from a Pcrfon we efteem, 
has a large Value, I acknowledge to have a 
great Penchant for what the Vulgar call Keep^ 
^Sakes. The f'rencb are notably pra6tifed in 
tfaefe litde Elegancies ; we are not fo much 
fo, as, I think, a poliflied People ought to be. 

i am, dear Mifs Carter, 
Your moft fincere Admirer, and humble Servant, 

W. Shenstone. 
F 4 Don'? 
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Don*t expofc the Nonfenfe-Verfes I gave you, 
I entreat you. 



L E T T E R XXL 
D— , Efq. to W, Shenstone, Efq. . 
Dear Sir, 

I WAS fom? Time fince at Mr. WhistlerV 
, . Chanibef, when, he received a Letter from 
you, the Sight of which revived in my Min4 
|he pleafing Cprrefpondence you once favour- 
ed me with-, thCrLofs of which I much re- 
grets— Do you,' never think of returning ?q 
OxfiHrd ? Haye^ you left nothing there that 
may give us J^yc onpe more to exped you? 
J ^won*)L be fo poetically complaifaiit, as to 
lay every Thing appears grieyed at your A b-^ 
fence, but I affure you. Sir, ,diere are fome 
that feem fincerely to lament it* P can't i:om- 
paire fhofe little People that have fometimes 
I pen- 
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cenfured you, to any Thing but Ants, who 
are generally moft tfoublefome in the finefl: 
Seafon. I. can't hope, that even a (hort Stay 
at C — could be made agreeable, but Novel- 
ty is foaietimes plcafing . dcfcen^ then,' and 
fee the new Acquaintance I have made, which 
is like to prove a very lafting one : may yours be 
no lefs lb !— ^Mr. Grav^^ is in Gkucefterfiire^ 
and Mr. Whistler, God knows where, aod 
you unkindly cpncealfrom me the Place of your 
.^efidpnce, J fliall dired. this wandering EpiC- 
tle as ufual, ;but imagine, if it is fo fortunate 
:as. to find you, it wiU fee in yOur Hermitage^ 
where I prefume you arc before this retired^ 
Were I Mr, Whistler, . with what, .Pl^gftiie 
ihpvild I leave the: Wprld, ^and aH its V^nitics^ 
:fbr Mi:. Sh enstqne ^d a .CellTf^irhpu^4;n>uft 
<QWi>, ydur Imeiitioa of making M^: L-rrS 
^mortal, by a .Dedication^ ^r^^ fingiog t^ JEfi:a|£^ 
^nd Virt^fSiOf f^i?; Qpurtj.ii^gi t» cherifli 
jgay^r Tljopagljtsithan fqiti tl^at piwcefuL.Staupa. 
(WhethfiToHtermit or Cowficr^ Jbe -aflfetred jlhat 
.whatseyerj/conduccs to. :f^ic$i9^\^ ^finr 
i^rely . winded' by in* . ; / : . . ^..^.y 



X- E T- 
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LETTER XXIL 
S. D — J Efq. to W. Sh£NSTOK£, Efq. 

Dear Ste, 

i CAN omit no Opportunity of Ihewing my 
' Defirc of continuing a Correfpondcncc that 
lias always give» me fo much Pkafiire, I wrote 
you a Letter fbmc Time ago, and ihpuld have 
\iled fo little Ceremony, as to have troubled 
you with aiiiother^ had I known in what Par( 
erf* the World you was. If you know any 
Thing of Mr. G-^,- 1 fhould be- glad to hear 
ibmethmg of him-, I am infornied that he is 
a Curate in* fonie ViUage very remote — ^It is 
a gfcar Pity^ la much Merit Aould be no 
tetter rewari&d. We have been returned from 
-Jjmdott about l^ee Weeks : if I had known 
yotr were in T^w^ii I fiiould have left it widi 
iriilch 'more Rdu&ance, If you cMie into 
<)xf(n^Jhire this Summer, I hope you will fa- 
vour me with a Vifit at C — j which will be 
a "my great Pleafure to us all. 
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Tou . cannot imagine how happy you have 
made me, in giving me Hopes of enjoying a 
Sight of your Poems ; from which I am fure 
of reaping a Fleafure which can adnm of no 
Addition, but by receiving them from your 
own Hands. I am glad to hear that Mr. 

is fettled lb much to his Satisfadion : if 
he i$ at All Soulsy I hope I ihall fee him be- 
fore he kaves. 0;i5^ri. • 

J have latply Ipft a very agreeable Relation 
and fmcere Friend. Per^ps yop h^vc heard 

Mr. Whistler mention Mifs B : flic 

(died at C-n about thiee/Months fince, after a 
fliort lUnefs of two Days 9 whicl> added fo 
iT)}2ch. to the .melancholy Situation here^ that 
we were obliged to fly to Town fpr Aniufe- 
jnents* I ^me down ten Days fince, and fliall 
return again to-morrow, for about a Week 
longer. May I hope, dear Sir, to find a Let* 
ter here from you ? I am fure the reding of 
it will give me more real Fleafure (han any 
Company or Diyerfiqn I can propofe to find 
\n l4pndon. \ I am fof ry to fend you any News 
that will give you Concern ; but can't help 

2 f?^^|"g 
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telling you, that I hear poor Mr. R. G — is 
dangeroufly ill of a Fever in Town. *Mr. 
Whistler has left Oxfordy on Account of the 
Small-Pox, which is very much there, and at 
prefent in Pembroke College, 

Notwithftanding this unfeafonable Weather, 
I muft beg leave to put you in Mind of your 
Promifei and enquire when, it is you defign 
us the Pleafure of your Company in Oxford- 
Jbire \ where you will meet with a great 
many who 'w31 rejoice' much to fee you, and 
none more than your- 

, * - affcJtionate Friend - 

: ' . »id humbk Servant 

■ f -s . . 4. ' : : I.. ■ 1 21' ' . ' 

• .. T • . .... 

..:^r. :i" ■ ' >' . > ' ; • ■•. ' " " 
.\ \ ' • ! . : • ■ . • . " 

LET, 
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L E T T E R XXUI^ 
A. B. Efq, to W. Shenstons,. Efq. 

FOR the Soul's Food, ftrcng^ned by the 
more fubftantial bodily Food, I have for 
thefe nine Days paft imbibed at your Villa, 
the LeafoweSf I am much obliged to my dear 
Mr. Shbnstonb : Tinie will not, however, ac 
prefent, allow me to bellow more of my Elo* 
quence on you for .it 5 you muft therefore be 
fatisfied with " the Altar of Gratitude,** I have 
it in my Head hereafter to ereft to your Ho-^ 
©our. 

We are invited to ftay at Hagley on Mmday 
next — ^Dinner at two o*Clock — ^May I expeft 
the Pleafure of meeting you there ? If you have 
had a Card let me know, per Bearer, that I 
may not, as I do now, groan with Apprehen* 
fions of the Day. His moft eifcellent of Ex- 
cellencies, the Governor, and Miftrefe Hester, 
ftay till the latter End of Seftemier^ fo you* 

^ will 
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will certainly be honoured with them at the 

Leafowes. 

My beft; drtd I think I may fay, my only 
dear Lord, Lord D — , was here on Fridctf laft^ 
Yixxh Intent to dine and fpciid the I5ay \ but 
as I was from Home, went to Hagley^ and 
dmcd with the Lord Lyttelton, at the wor- 
thy Admiral Smith's. 

Oblige me with defifing Dot>SLSv t6 bid 
fiis Brother fend me the jlnnual RegiJlerSj hounA^ 
as we agreed on this Mornings and lettered, when 
be fends me I'he Worlds &c. 

Did I . not know you above eVen the leaft 
Degree of Policy to your Friends, I ihould 
fufpcft, that you fent me Lady Luxborough's 
Letters to intimate to me, wbaf fo dull a Cor- 
telpondeht, and infipid a Friend as myfelf, mufi 
e^cpfffj when you could bear Accufations of 
Negligence, in anfwering fuch agreeable and 
Iprightly Letters, as thofe of her Ladyfliip 5 
and I could almoft wifh, though the Perufal 
of them gave me the greateft Pleafure, that 
you had not favoured me with a Sight of them 5^ 

as 
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as I cannot help drawing Omens from chem 
to myfelf the moft dreadful : if you did not 
then mean me iU^ in your obliging Compli- 
ment of the 3ight of them, let me iibe or hnr 
from you ibon ; and tell nie, that though you 
have heretofore flighted a Lady's Favours, you 
will not n^leA a fincere Friend, who admires 
and efteems you more than (from what I thmk 
I have heard you fay of her Lady(hip) Jke 
cvttld. But to wav^ this, and leave you to 
your own Gqierolity; I muft thank you for 
yours of March 26th ; had I not depended on 
your Promile in it, I Ihould have again trou- 
bled you e'er this : but I muft now tell you^ 
that I hope the Week after Eafter Week, for 
the Pleafure of your Company here, and if con- 
venient, to take a Bed with us. In the Ho-^ 
lidays, I apprehend we fhall have Holiday 
Company, which will be neither agreeable to 
you nor irj; as we fhall not by fuch.Interrup;^ 
tioa be able to pay the Attention ive ought^ 
and are ever defirous of paying to fo agreeable 
a Friend as Mr. Shenstone. 

I like the Bidding of your Milton much ; 
but hoc to compliment, diflike the Cuts as 

much, 
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much, for I really think the £ogmv6r has made 
our firft Parents frightful FigUffcs, and the An- 
gels and Devils Mmoft equally lovely-^oukl 
you get mine bound as ydurs, without the 
Cuts, fhould be much obliged to you. 

I have retired £rom Company^ we have in 
the Houfe, to write this Scr^l ; this, I hope, 
will be an Exeufe for it, and convince you, that 
I am tcfolved never to lofe any Opportunity 
of afluring de^r Mr. SHBKstoKS, that I am 

moil fincerdy, 

his afieftibnate Friend, 

• ' ■ A. B— V • 

liave takeh the Liberty of keeping ts^df 
Lt^BORovofi^S v Letters ibmie Time longer for^ 
Mr^. B— *'s Peroiai^ who joins with all here 
in bcft Compliitients to the I^a/mes. 

JVidnefday Evening. 



Iftould 
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1 jfhould be glad if you could procure me 
half a Ream of Mr. Baskerville*s bcft plain 
thin writing Paper ; I mean gilt, but not bor- 
deredk 



LETTER XXIV. 
Mr. J. Whistler to W. SHENSTONfi, Efq. 

Sir, fFhitcburcb^ May 26. 

I 'MAKE no Doubt, but, you will be much 
furprifed at the Receipt of this, and like 
wife greatly concerned at the melancholy Oc- 
cafion of it. As the Friendlhip fubfifting 
between you and my Brother has been of fo 
long ftanding, I ftiould be glad to communi- 
cate its Contents to you more gently by fome 
other Hand ; but for Want of a Friend in 
your Neighbourhood, who has the Honour of 
your Acquaintance, muft do it myfelf in the 
leaft affefting Manner I am capable. 

Vol. II. G The 
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The Beginning of this Month, my Brother 
was taken ill of a fore Throat, which con- 
tinued for fome Days, without any apparent 
Symptoms of Danger indeed, towards the laft 
it was judged the Diforder was throwing it- 
fclf off : but to the great Surprifc of every 
onCj a Mortification in his Infide was then be- 
gun, and came on fo faft, that it was out of 
the Power of Art, to flop it, of which he ex- 
pired the loth. In Aprilj I had the Pleafure of 
his Company at Brijtol for a few Days, with my 
Father, when amongfl: other agreeable Schemes 
for this Summer's Amufement, he propofed to 
himfelf very great Pleafure, from paying Mr. 
Shenstone a Vifit— But Man propofes and 
God difpofes. I have loft a very good kind 
Brother ; therefore liope thofe who were his 
Friends wiil continue their Friendfhip to me 
for his Sake, which I lhall always endeavour 
to deferve. To give you this melancholy In- 
formation is a painful Duty j but it is what I 
am compelled to pay. I can, in fome Mea- 
fure, conceive the many afflifting Recolle6lions 
which will arife in your humane Mind, on this 
Event ! Your Friendftiip and Correfpondence 

fub- 
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fubfifted a conficlcrable Time, and with recipro- 
cal Satisfadlion. He was uiKia'^ftioniibly en- 
dowed with hatural good Senfe, well improved 
by Education and Reading, of a liv^^ly plea- 
fing Fancy, and a benevolent Heart. He was, 
in fhort, what your Pen might moft cxquifitely 
defcribe, but what mine is unequal to. 

I beg your Acceptance of a Ring, in Re- 
tnembrance of him, wliich fliall be conveyed 
to Birmingham the firft Opportunity. My Fa- 
ther defires his Service. My Wife likewife 
joins with me in Compliments. I am. Sir, 

your obedient, humble Servant, 
J. Whistler.* 

* The Editor can give noprccifc Account of the Dates 
fef Mr. Whistler's Letters. This laft, however, from 
his Brother muft have been written in the Year 1754$ 
that being the Year which deprived him of fo valuable a 
Brother, and Mr. Shenstone of fuch an amiable Friend 
and Correfporident. Accoi*ding to this Calculation, thefe 
Letters of Mr. Whistler Ihould have come earlier in this 
CoUedion, but they did not come Time enough into the 
Editor's Hands. The fame Reafon muft alfo be advanced 
for fome other Letters being mifplaced in Point of Time j 
but as the feveral Subjeds are independent of each other, 
it is an Error (the Editor prefumes) which the Reader will 
more readily excufe. 

G 2 LET- 
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LET T E R XXV. 
A. B. Efq. to W. Shenstone, Efq. 

Dear Mr. Shenstone, 

I Should with Pleafure have obeyed your kind 
Command, and troubled you with a Let- 
ter before this, but that I w^aited to give you 
fome Account of your Friends here. I faw 
Mr. DoDSLEY foon after I came to Town ; 
he feems a very good Sort of Man, and I 
like him much; I believe he is quite fatisfied 
with the Succefs of his Play, for he is in 
good Health and Spirits.* Mr. Wren I could 
not meet with, till Friday laft, when I found 
him very bufy with half a Dozen young Ana- 
tomifts, (for fuch I prefume they were) and 
Pen, Ink, and a Ream of Paper before them ; 
had I been free enough with your Friend, I 
Ihould certainly have enquired, what weighty 
Dilcovcries they had been engaged in, for they 
all looked prodigious wife when I entered the 
Room but I was foon left TeU-d-Tite with 

* The Tragedy of Cleone^ produced at Covent-Garden 
Theatre. 

Mr. 
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Mr. W , and then Subjefts of ftill greater 

Importance, fuch as Plays, Operas, fcff. 
were to be difcuffed. Without a Compliment, 
I think our Friend improves upon Acquaint 
tance much ; but I wifh him, as you tell him, 
lefs volatile : to fay the Truth, when you 

brought him to with K , he 

was fo very alert, that I was not (but that 
he came with you) much prejudiced in his 
Favour; however, I find he has more Merit 
than thofe over-lively young Gentlemen gene- 
rally have ; and I doubt not, but when you 
have pruned the Luxuriancy of his Sprightli^ 
nefs, he will make a very good Figure, 

I am fincercly forry, my Congratulations on 
your having a Place under Government were 
premature; but I cannot fay, I wifti you, as 
your Friend Griffith terms it, Polaury^ though 
I know it could not have the EfFeft on you, 

it fo evidently has had on : but what 

any one could think due to Gibber's Merit, 
Mr. Shenstone ought to think beneath him. 



I have not the Book you enquired for in 
yours, nor any one that I can recolleft, from 
G 3 you; 
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you. The Letters you were fo good as to 
fend me, are fafe locked up in my Bureau, 
and fhall be returned when vt meet • I took 
the Liberty of keeping them, as I had no 
Opportunity of fending to the Leafowes before 
I fet out for London: if you have any Com- 
mands here, I hope you will oblige me with 
them, and when you are at Leifure, let me 
hear from you : but Dodsley tells me, you 
are re-perufing your Elegies, (he hopes for the 
Prefs) and J would not interrupt you from 
fuch Engagements for the World, as you have 
too long deprived the Learned ar^d X^ft^fu^ 
the Plcafure of admiring them. 

Adieu, dear Mr. Shenstone j believe w 

yours moft fincerely^ 

A. B, 

The Hurry of Lo7ido\t to a Man who pur- 
pofes fpcn.ling but fcven Weeks in it, wil^ 
I plead excufc for tliis Scrawl. 

Svjid.^)\ Ja n , 21. 

I. E T- 
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LETTER XXVL 
A. B — , Efq. to W. Shenstone, Efq, 

I Can't but think you wrong, my dear Shen- 
STONE, though placed, as you feem to think 
now. 

Far from all Refort of Mirth, 
Save the Cricket on the Hearth; 

you, who have in your Mind fuch an inex- 
hauftible Fund of Amufement, refined Amufe- 
ment, in envying fo inferior an Animal as jour 
Friend A. B — , whofe chief Happinefs, even 
in London^ ought (I flirewdly fufpeft) to be that 
he can call you, and one more worthy Man, 
(you know who I mean) his Friends. The 
'Pleafures of London j I think I may fay, the 
innocent ones, lofe much of their Power to 
pleafe, unlefs participated with thofe who have 
refined Senfe enough to enjcy and partake thofe 
delicate Feelings with a Friend — few fuch are 
ever to be found here, and without fuch, where's 
the Society ?. Diffipation, my Friend, is the ge- 
G 4 neral 
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neral or chief Amufement of this Town, to 
the Generality of People-, and though it 
abounds with Amufements and Pleafures truly 
rational, yet by a too frequent, if not cor- 
rupted Ufe, thefe very Pleafures become irra- 
tional ; fuch they are to the Generality of my 
Acquaintance, and though I hope I do not pre- 
tend to be wifer than they, yet I cannot feel 
a Plcafure in going with them. to Entertain- 
ments of the nobleft Kind, where I muft not 
attend, but join with them in endeavouring to 
draw off the Attention of others, to my Com- • 
panion or felf j for this Reafon then, I gene- 
rally go to a Play, (^c. by myfelf, and by 
this very Means, lofe much of the Pleafure I 
fliould otherwife receive from it. I wifli, " with 
all my Heart," as the true EngliJ}oman\ Phrafe 
is, that you could, with Convenience to your- 
felf, come to Town but I will not pity you, 
who can fo well divert yourfelf in any Place, 
becaufe you cannot come. Let Vv'retches un- 
bleficd with a Mind rich as yours, uith a Sen- 
fibility capable of receiving Delight, from every 
common Occurrence, be fincerely pitied, pitied 
without the ungenerous Contempt, that you in- 
timate is fo generally its Attendant; but be you, 

my 
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my Friend, the Envy of all who are meanly 
capable of fo low a Paffion, and the Admi- 
ration of every honeftly-diftinguiftiing Heart. 
Your Mind, my Friend, is rightly formed for 
true Happinefs ; be yourfelf, and be happy — 
but I grow impertinently ofBcious ; could you 
look into my Heart, fuch Officioufnefs would, 
from your Good- nature, meet with the Pardon 
I think I might fay it deferves ; for that I 
am fo, is that I can with the greateft Since* 
rity fubfcribe myfelf 

your faithful and afFeftionate Friend, 

A. B—. 

Saturday Night, Feb. 9. 

Excufe this Scrawl ; and if a great deal of 
Nonfenfe, excufe that too, for I have not Time 
to perufe it, the Pofl-Bell now ringing. 

I purpofe leaving London^ Monday Se'en-night ; 
oblige me with a Line in Anfwer to this before 
J fet out; if you can conveniently. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXVIL 
A. B — , Efq. to W. Shenstone, Efq. 

^ Dear Mr. Shenstone, 

TO anfwer your kind Letter as I wifli is 
not in my Power ; let it fuflice then, to 
remind you, that where the Heart really feels 
moft. Silence is the only Eloquence flie can ufe. 

Why will you not agree with me in the 
Want I complained of? Had I not felt it, I 
fliould not have troubled you v/ith it. What 
Anfwer can you make, when I tell you, that 

my choiceft Friend, Lord D , from a Ten- 

dernefs of Sentiment, never frequents the Amufe- 
ments you and I admire, and think innocent 
ones ? Find me another Friend like him ca» 
pable of delicately feeling, and participating 
every raxional Pleafure, (yourfclf excepted) to 
be the Companion I wilhed for, and -1*11 grant 
your Plea of " Indeeifion till . you can da 
that, come over to my Side of the Queftion. 



As 
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As to Affairs in Town, I will not utter a 
Syllable concerning them till I fee you here; 
only I muft tell you, that London daily walks 
nearer Mary-le-Bone than you or I could have 
believed fo corpulent a Lady able to do. 

The Ramhlers and World I read this laft Sum- 
mer, and was much entertained with both, tho* 
J think the former greatly the Superior ; and 
had I not thought it Prefumption in me to 
i;ecoiTimend any Author to you, I perhaps might, 
in woife Language, have urged your reading 
them, as you have fo kindly mine, 

I have fent your Pencils per Bearer; but 
muft beg to keep La Pompadour fome Time 
longer, as 1 have not quite done with her nor, 
indeed, is it fit fo great a Lady fhould travel 
but in a Carriage ; come and fetch her then 
in your Chaife, or we fliall be reckoned greater 
Boors, by the polite Countrymen, than we al- 
fe^dy aiC£. — Adieu 5 be Plappinefs ever yours ! 

Your affectionate Friend, 
A. B--. 



All 
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All here join in bell Compliments to the 
Leafowes. 

March 

V. S, The underwritten Quotation from 
Thomson ftruck Mr. B — fo ftrongly as he 
paffed by the Leafowes fome Time ago, that 
he hopes Mr. Sh^nstone will excufe his trou- 
bling him with it. 

As nearer to this Farm you made approach. 
He polifh^d Nature with a finer Hand y 
Yet on her Beauties durft not Art encroach, 
'Tis Art*s alone thefe Beauties to expand; 
In graceful Pance immingled o'er the Land, 
Tony Pales^ Flora and Pomona played : 
An happy Place ! 



LET- 
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LETTER XXVIIL 
A. B — ^ Efq. to W. Shenstone, Efq. 

Dear Mr. Shenstone, 

YOU make me very happy, by the kind 
Turn you give to the unfalhionable Re* 
fcrve I told you in my laft I labour unden 
I am fincerely dcfirous of being dear to you ; 
and if the " eadm velle atque eadem twllt^ is a 
good Omen of a lading Friendfhip, I have 
good Reafons to hope, that the N^wncs of 
Shenstone and A, B will ever be mu- 
tually cfteemed by 'each other ; for without 
meaning a Compliment, but to my own Judg- 
ment, I really think, to know what you like 
or difllike, fome few Peifons excepted, is fuf- 
ficient to make me do the fame: but I, beg 
for the future, when you mention the Valua^^ 
bles London robs the Country of, at this Sea- 
fon, you will not immediately add, that Lord 
P — is juft fet out from iV — on his Way 
here. 
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A'^ropos ! You tell me you are bufy in re-* 
gulating your Library; will not you laugh at 
me, if I draw a Companfon, and tell you that 
I am engaged at prelent in a fimilar Affair ? 
Regulating the Friends I henceforward defign 
admitting into my Heart's inmoft Recefs. You, 
I dare fay, even in your Library have admit- 
ted fom'e RulDbifh, you will now throw out ; how 
much then muft: I, who from a very Child have 
been a Kind of Enthufiafl: in Friendfliip, have 
to cleanfe from my Efteem ? Indeed, I find 
upon Examination, I have been much out in 
my CoUeiSlion, and have* ranked many fuga-^ 
cious PafnpMets^ as Johnson calls them, as Firft* 
rate Authors but I lhall jnake a total Rum- 
mage, 'and hope, for the future, my Tafte 
will be nlore: refined 5 indeed, I do not fear it, 
for rhaVef chofen your Worfhip fole Librarian 
of the Place; and to fay the Truth, I find 
you fo delicate a Gentleman, that you have 
routed every Qther living Soul, (my own neareft 
Relations excepted) nor can I find that you 
will admit any one elfe to enter the poor Cell 
you have the Charge of but Lord D— : well, 
well, you are quite right ; I fliall have enough 

to 
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to do to value you two as I ought you two 
fliall be my Study, and if I don't iniprovc 
enough from reading you, it will be my Fault: 
for the Pamphlets, I fhall dip into them oc- 
cafionally, at an idle Hour, unlefs a female 
one demands my ciofer Application-, but I 
promife you, I ftiall be very cautious in my 
Choice of her. 

I am much obliged to you, for offering to 
introduce me to the Acquaintance of Dr. G — i 
I fliould eagerly lay hold of the Fiavour, but 
that I purpofe leaving London on Monday the 
a6th of this Month, and fliall not have Time 
to pay him the Attention I owe every Friend 
of Mr. Shenstone's. 

I have from your Recommendation read the 
Hiftory of La Pompadour^ and like it very 
well ; it feems authentic, though not much to 
the Honour of the Dame or Louis k Grand. 

I fliall expe£t two Letters from your Wor- 
fliip, in anfwer to my lafl Nonfenfe and this^ 
and pray, good Sir, do be not fo very concife. 
Mr. Shenstone, believe me, is worfe Com- 
pany 



I 
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pany than any Man, when be is filcnt; moft 
People know how agreeable every Word he 
feys is, and when he is pleafcd to be nnute, 
cannot but be uneafy. According to this, you'll 
fay, your Friend wifties you to kill yourfelf 
with talking ; not fo— but he refers the Whole 
to your better Judgment, who knows beft (when 
your modeft Humility does not too much in- 
terfere) how to do every Thing with the beft 
Grace. 

If you have by you your Ode m Auiumtt^ 
or DamorCs Bower^ and care to truft them by 
the Bearer, you will do nae a great Favour in 
fending them. If you can venture out of your 
agreeable Shell at the Leafowes^ and (provided 
you are preparing your Elegies for the Prefs) 
will bring them with you, not letting the Fa- 
vour you do us delay the Pleafure you will 
give the polite World in publilhing them, we 
ihall think ourfelves happy in accommodating 
you with a warm Room, Pen, and Paper, 
in this Part of the World. 

I return the Duchefs of Somerset's Letters, 
which I have perufed with great Pleafure, par- 
4 ticularly 
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ticularly thofe which give the Honour due to 
my Friend, Mr. Shenstone. 

You have the joint good Wifties of our 
prefcnt contradted Fire-Side. 

Believe me, dear Sir, 

Your very afFedlionatc,, 

A. B— . 



LETTER XXIX. 
A. B — ^ Efq. to W. Shenstone, Efq. 
Dear Sir, 

THE Compliment you make me, of defi- 
ring.me to correft, abridge, (^c. (^c. the 
Sheets you have fo obligingly fent me, puts me fo 
much in Mind of Moliere's reading his Plays 
to his old Woman, before he produced them 
Vol. IL H to 
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to the Stage, that I can hardly pcribade my* 
felf, though I am but juft turned twcnty-fcven, 
and have a good Pair of Mr. Dehennic's fa- 
vourite Lamhjkin Breeches on, that I am not 
of the other Sex, and at leaft feventy : as. fuch 
I have prefumed to give you my Opinion freely, 
(which you will find firft intcrfp^rfed on little 
Bits of Paper, among your Proof-Sheets) and 
I defire you will not efteem it in any other 
Light. I am vain enough of the Friendfhip 
you have diftinguifhed me with, and I defire 
you will not let your kind Partiality make 
me more unworthy of it than I am, by adding 
to my Vanity. As a Poet I admire, and a^ 
a Friend I love you : but you mqft not ap- 
ply to me, for what I am not able, with any 
Credit to myfelf, to oblige you in. I am 
glad you fent Dodsley's fourth Volume, as 
I parted with my Set of his Poems this Sum^ 
mer to a Friend, who begged them of me. 
Am much obliged to you, for the Print of 
your Grove, and though I think it makes not 
near the Figure on Paper fo lovely a Scene 
would be imagined to do, fliall value it much^ 
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1 ought to make many Apologies for keep- 
ing the Books you were fo kind as to lend 
me, fo long; but in fuch Eftimation do I 
hold every Thing that comes from the Lea-- 
fomesy that a common Attention to it will not 
Iktisfy me, and I cannot readily part with it 
in haftc 5 this then muft excufe me to you, and 
I flatter myfelf it will, as I know you are my 
Friend. 

Adieu, dear Mr. Shenstone. The fooner 
you favour us with your Company, the more 
you will oblige us all. 

Your very faithful 

and afFeftionate, 

A. B— 



L E T- 
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LETTER XXX. 
Mr. DoDSLEY to W. Shenstone, Efq, 

Dear Mr. Shenstone, JDec. 30* 

I Am very forrjr you have been fo much 
difpofed fince I left you. Bleeding, Vo- 
miting, Purging, the Dodtor, and the Difeafe, 
are too many Enemies for a Man to ftrug- 
gle with at once 5 and I heartily wilb you Joy 
of your Victory againft fuch apparent Odds. 
I am fure, I have very little Reafon to fup-f 
pofe, you make Sicknefs a Plea for Lazinefs^ 
lince you have taken infinitely more Pains on 
my Account, than you feem difpofed to take 
on your own. Pray think of this, and learn 
to love yourfelf as well as you do your Friends j 
pay as m.uch Regard to your own Fame as you 
do to theirs, and the World will be obliged to 
you. 

I received a Letter from Mr. Eaves he 
tcjls me, the Fables are liniflied, and that they 

will 
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Will come up to Town this Week. 1 fliall be 
very glad of it ; for I find even then, that I 
fliall not be able to publifli before February. 
You tell me the Portrait is only delayed till 
you can fee Alcock — Can it be delayed to 
a more uncertain Time ? You do not imagine 
how many Friends arc longing to fee it ; and 
here the Winter is pafling away, and I am 
lojTmg the Pleafure of obliging your Friends as 
well as my own. I hope I fliall fee Mr. H — 
when he comes to Townk I expedb Mr. D— 
foon after New- Year's Day — Would to God 
you would cgme with him ! Now is your 
Time to make Intereft: for Preferment, as Me* 
rit feems^ at prefent, the befl: Recommendation 
to Fayour. Come, and give the Miniftry an 
Opportunity of doing themfelves Credit. With 
the Compliments of the Seafon, and my befl: 
Wiflies in all Seafons, I conclude, and am. 

Dear Sir, 

ever afFcdtionately yours, 

R. DODSLEY. 



L E T- 



102 



SELECT 



LETTERS. 



LETTER XXXI. 
Mr. DoDSLEY to W. Shenstone, Elq. 

Dear Mr. Shen stone, 

HOPING by this Trme you arc in a faif 
Way of Recovery, I venture to write to 
you. Indeed, I was extremely alarmed by the 
Account Dr. Ash gave me of you in his firft 
Letter^ and alfo by a Line from Mifs H — : 
but by a fecond Letter from the Doftor, and 
by a Note afterwards from Mr. Baskerville, 
I received fome Hopes of your Recovery, tho* 
not enough to encourage me to write to your* 
felf, for fear of the worft. I have been ex* 
tremely uneafy indeed, and ftill continue fo. 
Pray let Molly^ or fomebody, give me a Line, 
to fatisfy me how you are. Don't offer to write 
yourfelf, if it be th? leaft ilneafy to you : I 
will be fatisficd with hearing from any Hand 
that you are better, and when you are able to 
write yourfelf, I fhall be happy. Lord S— • 
is come to Town, and in a Day or two I pur- 
pofe to wait on him. I have not yet feen 

Sir 
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iSir H. E— : I think I had better fee Lord 
S— lirft. God preferve you, and fend you a 
i^cedy Recovery. 

I am ever moft aflfecStionately yours, 

R. DODSLEY. 

Feb. 12. 

LETTER XXXiL 
Mr. boDSLEY to W, Shenstone, Efq, 
Dear Sir, 

I AM forry I hurried my Eflay out of your 
Hands, before you had done with it ; but 
if I think of publifliing my Fables next Oc^ 
tober or November^ it is high Time I fhould 
put both to Prefs now, that the Printer may 
have good Weather to print in, and that the 
Woflc may have Time to dry, after it is finilh- 
cd, before the Books are bound. But as it 
H 4 happens. 



104 SfiLECt LETTERS. 

liappens, I cannot begin till the latter End of 
this Moothj as the Printer is not at Leifure; 
however, I have put my Plates in Hand, and 
they are going on as faft as poffible. I never 
received Mr. Alcock's Drawings; fo I have 
got two others executed, of fomewhat a dif- 
ferent Defign. I will not put the Effay in 
Hand till the laft, which may, perhaps, be 
about July^ as I fhall be very defirous of its 
having the Advantage 9f your Correftions. But 
am I not to hope for a new* Fable or two 
from you? You fee how I dwindle in my 
Expcftations : but pray don*t let me be quite 
difappointed. I propofe, if poflible, to finifli 
the Printing of my Fables before I fet out on 
my* northern Expedition. Mr, M — ^ and his 
Lady, will be at Notiingham about the latter 
End of Auguft ; they have wiflied I would 
meet them there, and in their Return to Town, 
bring them round .by the Lea/owes, Mr. Burke*- 
has alfo a ftrong Inclination to meet us there ; 
fo that poffibly we may be happy enough to 
fpend a Day with you ; another muft be fpent 
at Lord Lyttelton's, (as they are both ac- 

* Author of the Sublime and Beautiful. 

quainted 
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tquainted with him) and a third at Birmingham. 
I (hall hate the Name of D — as long as I live: 
he is crooked in all his Ways ; but the Devil 
will &t ftrait with him one Day or other. I 
have not feen a Page of Mr. Pjbrcy's Novc!^ 
and therefore cannot at all explain it to you ; 
but I fuppofe he makes no Secret of it. I 
wilh Mr. Graves would finifli his. — And will 
you really confent to an Exchange of Pifturcs i 
Upon my Word, you make but a forry Bar- 
^in for yourfelf : however, to give you a$ 
litde Reafon as may be to regret your Com^ 
.pliance, I will fit to one of our befl: Artifts ; 
and to fupply the Want of Merit in the Ori- 
ginal, will endeavour to give as much . as I 
can to the Copy. If you have any Thing to 
fuggeft on this Subjedt, (as you feem to hint) 
you will be fo good as to let me have a Line, 
becaufe, as foon as I am able to get abroad, 
which I hope will be in a few Days, I in- 
tend to confult with Reynolds* about it. Ay, 
I forgot to tell you, that I have been con- 
fined this Month with the Gout ; every Man 
has his D — n ; thai is mine. I am glad your 

* Theprefeat Sir Joshua Reynplds. . 

Likeneis 
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Likenefs is a itrong one; and I think the 
Attitude, you are drawn in, is a good one; 
pray, is that the Pifturc you intend for me? 
The Writer of 7* Hfiram Shandy is a Mr. Sterke, 
one of the Prebendaries of Xork. As to Mr. 
Baskerville's Bible^ he will eafily be diffuaded 
from the marginal Ornaments \ but the Tide- 
Page is a Favourite, and for my Part, I have 
not much Obje6tion to it. Mr. Webb's Book, 
on Tainting and Painters^ is reckoned ingenious, 
and if you like the Subjedl, will be worth 
your Perufal. Antient and Modern Rme^ I alfo 
think a good Poem. My Compliments to Mr, 
Hylton, and all Friends. 

I am evef, 
Dear Sir, 

xnoft faithfully your^, 

R. DODSLEY. 
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LETTER XXXIII. 
Mr. DoDSLEy to W. Shenstonie, Efq. 

Dear Mr. Shenstone, June 17. 

I WAS yefterday fearching for Figures for 
your two Niches — I have found threte Pair, 
the Figures gOod, that will do as to. Size, wz. 
the Antinoxjs I mentioned, and the Apollo 
with his Arm over his Head; a Flora and a ^ 
Ceres; and a Homer and Virgil. The 
Antinous and Apollo arc two Feet high. 
Flora and Ceres twenty-three Inches, and 
Homer and Virgil twenty-one. Thefe laft 
are each of them leaning upon a Pedeftal ; on 
one of which, in Ba^o Relievo^ is Troy in 
Flames; on the other, Romulus and Remus 
fucking a Wolf. Thefe are both pretty Fi- 
gures; and don't you think them better Of- 
»naments for a Library, and more fuitable Com- 
panions for Sappho, than either of the others ? 
A Line by the Return of the Poft, will jufl: 
give me Time to get which of them you choofc 

finiflied, 



loft SELECT LETTERS. 

finilhed, and lent to you, before I fet off foe 
Nottingbamj for I find I muft go thither be^ 
fore I come to the Leafowes \ but I (hall ftajr 
only a few Days. I had a Letter from my 
Friend Mr. M — ^ by the laft Poft, who is 
at NotUngbamj and I find him wavering in his 
Refolutions, about coming by the Leafowes. I 
am glad you like my Defign for the Pifturc : 
and how agreeably you have contrived to iSat- 
ter me about it ! But fay what you will, I 
lhall have a Fidureof Mr. Shenstome; you 
will have one only of Dodslet ; and a Shen* 
STONE by Alcock, will certainly be more 
valuable than a Dodsley even by Reynolds. 
I read to him that Fart of your Letter which 
related to him ; he defires his Compliments, 
and would be glad, if you came to Town, 
that you fate to him. I hope I ihall be abfe 
to fend the Pifture to you, before I iet out 
on my Journey ; but it is not yet finifhed. 

I am, 

affeftionately yours, 

R. Dodsley. 



LET. 
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LETTER XXXIV, 
Mr. DoDSLEV to W. Shbnstoot, Elq« 

Dear Mr. Shenstone, , June 24. 

HOW much am I obligied to you. for thf 
Pains you hate taken in tranQadng La 
Motte's Difcourfc on Fable ! and though \ 
fancy you will find, upon comparing the two^ 
tihat I have made a good Deal of Ufe of 
I fhall be very glad to have nu>re of it in- 
terwoven, if you ihall think I have not fuffi- 
ciently extraded the EiTence of it. I muft 
muft own, my Pride (or call it my Folly, if 
you plcafe) would rather choofe to prefix fome- 
what of my own on that Subjedlv than fervilely 
adopt the Thoughts of a Frenchman^ though 
I acknowledge them to be very ingenious. Be- 
fides, I have had the Hardinefs to diflFer with 
him in fome Refpe<^s, which makes it Hill' 
inore improper to take his whole Difcourle. 
Proceed, therefore, if you plcafe, in correfting 
R)y Effayj and interweave with it as mudi 
4 more 
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more of La Motte as you may think pro^ 
per. If you defer this till I come down, 
which I wifli you would not, pray in the mean 
Time thitik of half a Dozen new Fables, that 
we may not have too much to embarrafs us 
when together. My Face is quite finiftied, and 
I believe very like. I fancy I lhall fend it, 
together with the Figures, on Monday Se'en- 
night ; but I ftiall not be able to fct out myfelf 
till Monday Fortnight, and flaying a Week or 
ten Days at Nottingham and Mansfield^ will 
detain me from the Leafowes till the latter 
End of next Month. If the Pidbure fhould 
lot turned yellowilh, by being packed up, Mr. 
Reynolds advifcs, that it be fet in the Sun 
for two Hours, which will quite recover it 
Why did you leave the Choice of your two 
Figures to me ? How could you put me un- 
der fuch a Difficulty ? If I have done wrong, 
you will fufFer for it ; and fay what you will, 
I have not fufficient Firmnefs of Tafte to di- 
^xeft me right; befides, I do not exaftly re- 
member the Niches : it is therefore your Fault 
to truft me and if I have erred, your Duty 
to forgive me. I have ordered the Homer and 
Virgil to be bronzed : they are very pretty 

Figures j 
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Figures ; and if ycJli have, as you fay, no 
other Objec5lion to them, but the Want of two 
or three Inches more of Height, 1 hope fomc 
Means may be found to obviate fo fmall a 
Deficiency. I fhould not, however, have ven* 
tured to fend them, but that you feemcd, at 
laft, to acquiefce in their being fent, I think, 
however, I have been fomewhat happy in my 
Urns ; and I am not without Hopes, that you 
will approve the whole Cargo. The Folio- 
ViRGiL will come in the fame Package. I 
feel myfelf very happy in . the Thoughts of 
feeing you foon, and will haften the Day as 
much as is in my Power. I hope Mr. Bas- 
KERviLLE will be quite ready for me; I fhall 
fend him the Paper in a Fortnight.. } am 

faithfully yours, 

R. DODSLEY. 



L E T. 



tit SELECT LETTERS. 



LETTER XXXV. 

Mtt D0OSL£7 to W. Sa£SSTOSS, 

Dear Sir, 25. 

YOUR Piaore fcalljr affiirds mc monr pka. 
fiog Rcfle&KMis, and 1 We ordotcd the 
Frame to be fuU whilft I am out Of 
Townt that it may not ^ve you any unplea- 
fing ones. I am going to JDeriy and iVia/- 
iingbam for three Weeks or a Month : I can't 
flay longer, as I mud attend to the Preis, 
having put my Fables in Hand for a new 
Edition. I have laft Monday fent you Percy's 
Novel; I fent it unbound, as we had not 
Time to bind it : it will not be publiflied till 
the Beginning of next Winter. I have fent 
you the Fables^ bound in Morocco^ and the com- 
mon Edition in Boards, for your future Cpr- 
reflions : but I would not have you begin till 
you fee the next Edition, as I hope you wiU 
find it altered fomewhat for the better ; I will 
fend you one of them as foon as it is printed. 

You 
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You will find, likewife, in the Parcel, Soame 
Jennyns's Works, and a Pamphlet or twoj 
alfo the Fables, with your Drawings in them, 
many of which I like extremely ^ that at the 
Head of the fccond I approve the leaft : 
but thofe that are placed in the Life, I think 
fliould be transferred to the Head and Tail- 
Pieces of the Fables — but there will be Time 
enough to talk of this hereafter. As to Ita- 
lics, I believe I fliall fteer a middle" Courfe, 
and make Ufe only of a few. I fend you 9 
Lift of fome Statues, about the fame Size with 
that Pair you have ; 

DsMosTHCNES Locks Chaucer Shakespeare 
and * ^nd and and 

Cicero, Newton, Spencer, Milton. 

When you have fixed upon which Pair you 
will have, you will let me know whether you 
will have them white or bronzed, and what 
Kind of a Bronze. 

I really don't* know how to appeafe Mr. 
W — . I told him, I was very forry I had 
pretended to meddle with his Ode, and begged 

Vol. II. I his 
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his Pardon. He is ftiU unappcafcd, writes mc 
another angry Letter, and defires mc to give 
him my Rcafons for every Alteration ^ this it 
is impof&ble for me to do, as I have forgot 
how it originally was; and I really think it 
of very little Confequencc, as no Name ap^ 
pears to itt 

Mr. Stua&t is juft now with mc, and de« 
fires his * Compliments. He thinks of ledng 
your Flaee the latter End of the Summer, 
and believes the Attorney-General, Mr. Pratt, 
will be with him. I have juft been ftrudc 
with the bad News, that Mr. ■ has loft 
his Wife. You will perceive I write in it 
Hurry; Mr. Stuakt fits by me. 

I ani 

ever afFeftionately yours, 

DODSLEV, 
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LETTER XXXtl. 

Shenstone, Efq. to Mr. Hull, 
at Bihni^^bdin. 

I DESIRE my Compliments to Mr. Hulx 
and Mifs MoRRisb*^' vrith many Thanks' 
for the Plcafure I received from laft Night's 
Play.* It was, indeed, afted with great Spirit, 
and as far as I could judge, afforded the Au- 
dience no fmali Satisfadion — not, perhaps, equal 
to what they derived from the; Appearance of 
the Dun Cow, &?r.f for that is hardly to be 
cxpefted. 

I think the Play has now fo much good in 
it, that it may be worth Mr. Hull's while 

* A hafty and imperfect Compilation of fomc Scenes, 
on the Subjedt of Rosamond, which, however, laid the 
Ground-Work of the prefent Tragedy, afted at Covent- 
Garden Theatre. The Public may eafily difcern how fiilly 
the Author has availed -himfelf of the kind and judicious 
Hints contained in the Letter before us, 

t Introduced in a Pantomime performed the fame Even- 
ing- 

I 2 to 
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to give it a few more finilhing Touches. Sup- 
pofe a Confeflbr or Friar, eidier out of Ha^ 
tred to the .Queen, view, to his own Advance- 
ment, or any fclji/b Motive (which he mig^t 
explain in a (hart Soliloquy) perfuaded Rosa* 
AfOKD to afpire to the Throne, and to mge 
the King to a Divorce ; that Rosamond Ihoukl 
avow her Abhorrence of luch Injuftice ID the 
Queen, intimatii^, that her Love had no ocfacr 
ObjeA than the King's Feribn and heroic Vir- 
tues ; that this Kefufal ihould aSront die Friar, 
who in Revenge ihould inform the Queen, that 
Rosamond a&ually bad thode very Intentions 
with which he had been endeavouring to in- 
fpire her, £5?^^. This would throw more Plot 
into the Play, (which it wants) would more 
fufficiently account , for the Queen's fudden 
Change, from a mild Character to a revenge- 
ful one, and, as Mr. Hull thinks the Play 
too fhcrt, would add two new Scenes. Some 
further Improvements I would recommend in die 
Clofe, and a few more Places ; but Mr. Hull's 
further AtUnUcn to the Play, will render il need-' 
k& CO point them out to him* 

If you Ihould ever complete this Undertak- 
ing to your Liking, 2nd produce the Picf;e 

pn 
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OA a Londm-Stzgt^ I would recommend, that 
you fliould by all Means give it a double 
Title in the printed Bilb ; namely, Hen«y 
Secondy or tba Fait of Rosamond. . 

I ibould eibeem k as: a Favour,^ if Mf. HifLL 
would fenc} ipe down a Copy of the Prologue 
and £piU]|£^e as they y/ere fpokeni which I 
will lioc connnuiiicate without his Pcrmiflion. 
Either his or Mifs Morrison's Mufe feems to 
favour them at a Mjuaute's -Warning, 

Mn HoDOETTs^ with whom I am at pre- 
fent, would be giad that Mn Hull would 
dine herej, a]x)ut two^-, . and fo (hould if it 
be no way inconvenient to him. 

I Ixad almoft forgot to thank you for the 
Stanzas you left at the LeafoweSy when I was 
on a Vifit to fla^ley. They are .well con- 
ftrufted for the Occafion, and the Idea fcems 
to arife from humane Senfibility, warmed with 
honefl: Indignation. 

I am very afFeftionately yours, 
W. Shenstone, 
Snow-Hill^ Birminj^amy Jug. 29, .1761. 

la The 
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STANZAS 

fJHaded 3 dm Ijr e ^a n^ Litter) 

WrvtOext mtdemesth rfae ySamnmsat <at L^mSSmB*^ nor 
AnelTy which credcd the lam Laid Luniaiaws^ 
m perpenuce rfae noble Szpioizs md Desh. of his 
Grandfather, 5Hr Bettix^ Gusrvixxz, w&d^ m 
4» the Spot, in dtie dvd Wss^ ia xim 8dp of 

il>!^j2( ve:at mari. HoBu 



AH r What avaiTd c&c fbtriy POci 
The Bafe fo cmincndT placed. 
If now a Prey to cocMp'ring Time, 
Or barbarous Hands, it ihews dc&c'd? 

In vam the poK(hM La^tsixjitsii rais'd. 
And gracM the monumental Scooe, 

If wBat the Mule recorded there 
To future Time fliall be unknown; 

The fcolptur'd Heraldry dcftroy'd. 
That /poke bis noble Anceftry-, 

The 
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The Verfe efFac'd, that aim'd to give 
The Soldier Immortality^* 

And Icarce one Trophy now remains 
The great McmoriaJ. to fupply, 

To grace with decent Pride the Sod 
Where Granville's hallow'd Aflies He. 

And doth no living Granville now 
His Blood from Bevil's Veins derive. 

Who will this injured Bafc repair. 
And hid the Mufe*jS Record live? 

CbiTie thert, (in Bravery allied, 

Tho' not m Blood) ye* Sons of -Fame ; 
Ye, who in Feats bf Arms; have fhonc. 

And thence rcvere a Soldier's Name ; 

And yCi bright Sons of genuine Tafte, 
Who honour Lansdown's polifli'd Song^ 

In facred Sympathy unite, 

And round this ruin'd Trophy throng; . 

* Alluding to two poetic^ Infcriptions ; the one by 
William Cartvvright, the other by ^L\rtxx Llewel- 
Lijf, in the Year 1643. 

I 4 Hafte, 
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Hafte, hafte^ the Strufturc to repair, 
Hafte, the Eulogium to fupplyj 

Oh ! as y€ wifh your Names fho\dd five. 
And your good Deeds Ihould never die. 



LETTER XXXVIL 

W. Shenstom, Efq. to Mr. I^jll, 
at CQvent-Gardm Theatre, London. 

The Lea/oweSf 

Dear Mn Hull, Oil. i8, 1761. 

IF I rccolledt aright, both you and Ned 
Alcock were here this kft Autunfvn, on 
the Evening when my Fifli-Ponds had been 
robbed, and the Fifti deftroyed. You were 
an Eye-Witnefs of the Circumftances, there- 
fore cannot but retain them in your Memo- 
ry. I find .1 have been arraigned of Lenityj 
by feveral confcientioufly-upright Neighbours. 
*' / have fcreened a Robber from Juftice — / 
have given Encouragement to future ^brftSj* 
^c. Such are the Afperfions wherewith I haver 

been 
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been loaded. I make t flTialerial I^fttnftion 
between a Rebher and a Piiferer^ nor can t 
afllgn the former Appellation to a poor Wretch^ 
who, in his Hunger, has taken two or three 
FiJhiSy or as many Imms. It is true, I would 
rather have given more than the Value of them, 
to have prevented my finwj Frknis bring di*- 
fturbed in, or taken away, from i^eir elemeit'* 
tal Habitation ; it is alfo as true, that, in my 
firft Warmth, on the Report that the Fellow 
had bruiied th^ poor Creatures to Death againft 
the Stumps and Roots of Trees, I could not 
only have delivered him over to Juilke, but 
have been ahnoft induced t5 become myfelf h«i 
Punilher *, but when that Warmth fubmitted 
to cood Reflexion, I ftlt it impoffibk to xt^ 
his Ai^gumcnt, of having a Wife with five . 
Children at Home, and not a Doit to procurt 
them a Meal. I verily believe too he fpoke 
the Truth. Poverty and Afflidion feemed to 
work and ple^ within him, and his Words 
were the Words of Nature. 

I cannot be ib fevere againft thefe petty 
Mifdemcanours as many are ; nor can I, though 
I revere . the Call of Juftice, be a rigorous 

Sup- 
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l^pporter of its. Claims, except in atrock)«#^ 
Cafes. Befide^/vhat had it. availed me, to'havo 
configned the Offender to the Power of a Ma-^ 
giilrate ? father fay, what Pain and Inconve^^ 
fiience fliould I not have entailed on myfelf B 
I Ihould have had the Trouble <rf attending 
the Examiqationi \ have had the Fellow impri^ 
foncd many D^s ; and tho^ additional Mortifi- 
cation of travelling, perhaps.-, to H^arwickj or 
Wmefier^ in order to convidt him. And after 
no Reftitution is made for my Lofs, though 
it were ten Times more valuable .than a whole 
J>raught of Fijbes. There i& furely fomething 
deficient in our Laws, concerning the ^^um 
&f Tuum\ the Perfon robbed not only abides 
the Lofs without Amends, but is even put ta 
Expence^ as well as Inconvenience, to get the 
Robber puniflicd. 

Then again, the Wife and five Children I 
f— The poor Fellow fubfifts, chief Part of the 
Year, only by carrying News-Papers round the 
Country. Had He been fhut up, what was to 
have fupported the ragged Family meafiwhile ? 
I am befide inclined to think, that half si 
Crown, and a little wholefome Adnaonition, 

that 



SELECT LETTERS. m 

that is, if he be ilot a praftifcd and ftubbora\ 
Offender, might go as far towards amending, 
his Morals, as an Acquaint^ce with the In- 
fide of a-Prifon, and the Converiktion of fuch 
Aflbciates as he mijght find there* ' . . ** 

I have fuffered myfelf Ibmctimes - to douhc 
the Excellence of our Laws, relative to Life 
and Death, notwithftandinjg I know, it has "ban 
affej:ted by mafty People,- that they are wifcr. 
th^n thofe of '^ny .other Nation, What then ? 
Is, the. Man who., takes a few Guineas from, 
you on the Highway; on a Level with him! 
who commits a jdeHberate Murder f . And is' 
tjiere no Punilhment ta be found rrinore .sdc^> 
quate to the firft Tranfgreffion, than: taking: 
away the Life ? Surely, one Example made by 
i vifibie Braftd,' a M^rk of Difgnace, which 
could never be wafhfid away, iwould more avail' 
tQwardis the Prevcntiort^f future Crimes, than 
half the Executions inr the Kingdom,' which 
have now, from two great Frequency, loft the 
chief P^rt of their Purpofe and Terror, The-- 
Punifhment which was inflifted by a Regent 
in fome.Part of the Eaft, (I think the Circum- 
llance is related in the Arabian Nights Enter- 
. / tain^ 
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tmmenis) od z Judge who had been induced^ 
by Gold, togive an unju(b Decifion, is admi- 
rable. The Brand, placed^ on his Habiution, 
in legible Cbara6tec9, " Here Uvis a corrupi 
" Judge^^ wasj in the hijgheft De^ee, ckmfo. 
nant to Juftice, inafmuch as it made the Crime 
its own Puoifhment.. 

I have .been led into - tbeie Reflcdtions by 
finding how feverdy I hate . been arraigned, 
oidy for having been an innocm Befraudef 
tie Law : fo have troubled you with them but 
here I come to a Condiafion. You are at 
Liberty td draw what Inferences you pleafe 
from, or make what Qbjeftions you like to^^ 
my Opinion. 

I am now to thank you for the Anecdotes 
yiou .have giveit me, a$ well as for the Peru-, 
fal of the eaclofed Ballad. I am particularly 
pleafed with the Iniage, 

Appear they not as drizling Dews 
FitfliVing fomc faded Flower 

1 am, dear Sir, very faidifully, 

Your Friend and Servant^- 
W. Shenstone. 

THE 
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A BALLADE, 



IN THE AUNTIENT STYLE. 



^* OE, (huite the Doore, my Edward* 
VJ deere, 

" Shutte clofe the Doore, I praye-, 

Lette nae kecne Searche my Treadinge trace, 

" Ne iiftcnc what I faie ; 

Lette nane coy fubtle Entraunce knowe, 
" My troubled Motion fpie, 
Ne fmalleft Sunne-Beame penetrate 
The Tell-Tale of mine Eye.'* 

So 
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So Alleyne ipake, as Guilt-beftain'd 

Some Nooke he did explore. 
When Inftinde ledde his padilefle Foote 

To Edwarde's friendlie Doore. 

rTwecn horrid Dreede, and confcious ShamCj 

Fu* mightie was the Serife, 
While from his now-enfeebled Hands 

Downe dropp'd a reekinge Knife. 

^What means that Steele ? What means that Glow^ 

Wherewith thy Vilagc bumes ? 
Now ghaftlie Pale, alack, fucceeds^ 

And now the Redde rctumcs. 

Saye, will yec plightc your Promife dccrc^ 
And wille yee plighte your Faye, 

That what I now entruftc to yec 
Your Tongue fhali ne'er bctraye?" 

Yea, I wille plighte my Promife dcere. 

And I will plight my Faye, 
That what yee fliall entruftc to mee 

My Tongue fliall ne'er betraye. 



c 
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Ah! was Ihee not the faircft Faire, 
" More dcere than Life to mee? 
Yet ne'er flialle I againe beholdc 
My Lucie fweete to fee/* 

Yea, (he was faireft of the Faire, 

Deere as thy Life to thee— 
And haft thou fcath'd with deadlie Stroke 

Thy Lucie fweete to fee ? 

Wae worthe the Daye ! — That verie Wreathe, 

Which with a lovinge Vowe 
This Morne I gave her, I behelde, 
" Ere Noone, on Edwin's Brow. 

When « ftiee tooke it fweete Ihe frhil'd, 
" Yet could fliee from it parte ? 
Sae prou^ie, methought, hce taunted mee, 
. " Fu* deepe it irk'd my Hearte. 

Ajjd irk'd be ftiUe this cruel Hearte !— . 
" Oh ! had yee feene the Wounde, 
And Ijad yee feene the ftreaminge Bludc, 
How fafte it ftain'd the Grpundcl 



ft And 
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^ And had yec fene her fickninge Eye, 

How fore it foughte Relicfe! 
^ And had yec fecne her Bodie finke^ 
^ You wouldc have dyed for Gricfc! 

And irk'd be ftiUe this cruel Hcarte^ 
" When as .fhee there did lye. 
That coulde not with my Lucie deere 
A Moment ftayc„ wd dye !" 

Alletke, my Friend, yec grieve my Soule, 
Your Flightc, I weene^ was juft. 

Sine ihec is gone, that faireft Faire^ 
And funken into Dude. 

But who alongc yon Cyprdfir-Pathe 

Is ledde fac heavilic? 
Ah! mcc! my Alleyhe deere, it is— • 

How fadde fhee cyeth thee! 

And, ah! how fadde yon Virgins looke» 

Who kade her to my Boure ? 
Appear they not as drizlinge Dewes, 

Frcflininge fom^ faded Floure? 



4 
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M^ith fuch a Lcx)ke as Mothers aft 

Rebuke a darlinge Childe, 
Sae eyed fliee her ALtEYNE deere, 

Sae ruthe, iae ifweete, fae niilde I 

* I marvelle pot/ (hee faintlie cried, 

* Yee feeme a Mahne oif Stone !— 
^ The Welle of Life is nae yet drie, 

* My Daies are nae yet done. 

* Sette, fcttc your troubled Minde at Eafc^ 

* My Hearte yee dkJde nae touche; 

iTce ilrooke tod fliorte to reache my Life^ 

* Whereat I gladdene muche: 

Could yee, fuch Vowes as 1 have vow*d| 

* Deeme I couldfe faithlefle bee^?— 
The Bloflbme to the Breathe of Springe 

* Was fcant fae true as mee. 

That Wreathe, which yee this Mofnc did (cc 

* Sae trimmii on Edwyn*s Browc^ 
Edwyn'S ain fpirefu' Hande had wroughfjejl 
' And Edwin weares it nowe4 



Vox. 11. H !Whei^ 
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' When Lm^c ycc breathe, yec fickle Melmfif 
' Been fmoothe ^ Summer- Wave; 

' But when with JealouGe yee fwelle, 
' As Winter-Storme yec rave. 

* Ralhe Manne! ah! how by Jealoufitf 

* Have yee your Fortunes crofte! 
' As true a Maide as ever lov'd 

* Yee have for' cVer lofte, 

*^To hie to this your Friend'^s Abode, 

* Here breathe my Prayfes for yec^ 

* For Life, for rfealthe, fof Eafc of Minde, 
' Was a* was left for ma/ 

Can yee not pardon the btgb PauUe 
TFkicb Love didde gar mee doe? 

* Yes, I carine pardon a' the Faulre, 
' And ftille to Love be true/ ' 

And JhaUe the BridaUKnotte be tyedy ' 

And JhaUe wee happie bet? 
i The Bridal-Knotte cannc ne'er be tyed, 

* Nc cannc I ftaye with thec; 



« For 
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^ For I to Christe a Vowe have made^ 

* And kepte that Vowe fhalle bee, 

* That Manne naie mair fhalle vexe my Hearty 

* Nae iriair Ihallc trouble meei 

^ That ftralte I willi myfel betake 

* Unto a Nunncric, 

* In Fafte and Prayre to ende my Daycs^ 
^ And kepte that Vowe Ihalle bee; 

* Go yee, and feeke a fairet- BHdei 

* And live in Pleafaunce gaye; 

* While to the Hotife of Godlincfle 

* I take myfel awaye/ 

Ndye^ dde fiae wende yie qtiiti arJ^ayi^ 

Lijie^ lifte^ my piercinge Ca* ! 
Returne! and fat your e broken Vowe^ 

On mee the Paine ie a* ! 

She's gane^'-^H^ heav'dadeepe-drawneSighc^ 
As braft his Hearte in tWaine^ 
Sine to the Ground faft-falled he. 
And never rofe againe, 

THE ENi)i. 

K 2 L E tf 
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LETTER XXXVltl. 

W. ShenStone, Efq. to Mr. Hull^ 

The LeaJowes\ 
Deaf Mr. Hull, Nov. 26^ 1761.; 

I ESTEEM myfelf beholden to you, fof 
having made me acquainted with the Rea-* 
llty of the two Writers, Dr. Lancaster and 
Henry. I have admired them both in thdr 
Pages, but knew only their Names* In faft^ 
when I firft read the Ejfay on Delicacy ^ I ixna- 
gined the Name of Lancaster to be fifti- 
tious, and that the Wofk might be the Pro- 
duftion of the Author of Sir "Thomas FiSz^ 
OJhornes Lctlers. There is great Spirit, fine 
Sentiment, and true Elegance of Style through- 
out ; and my Friend Dodsley's preferving ic 
in his Fugitivt ^eces. is truly nlericorious- It 
well deferves ,to be refcucd from Oblivien*. 
Bt^t what a Pity, that your Uncle does not make, 
a more frequent Ufe of his Pen ! the WorJd 
docs not abf^und too much in fuch Writers.- 

Howf 
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How much likewife is it to be lamented, that 
n Mail of fuch Abilities fhould lie conceale4 
in an obfcure Part of Effex! He fhould have 
remained in the Wcrld-r-that is, I mean, for 
• the Sake of the World j to his own Happi- 
nefs, probably. Retirement was mod condur 
civc. It is moft certain, that no Men are 
fit for Solitude, but jhofe who find the Source 
of Amufement and Employment in themfel^^'es. 
Fancy, Refledlion, and a Love of Reading, 
^re indifpenfably neceflary for fuch a Situation. 
It is downright Lunacy for a Man who has paf- 
fed his Life in a Compting-Houfe, or a Shop ; 
who poflefles, poflibly, but a moderate Share of 
patural Underftandin'g, thaf y^defftanding top 
jiot cultivated by Education, and whp has ne- 
ver known wb^t it is was to look into a Book 
^It is, I repeat, downright Lunacy, for fuch 
a Man to think of retiring. He knows not, 
the Fatigue he is going to encounter: he will 
want Employment for his Hours ; moft pro- 
bably, may (horten his Exiftence, and while 
he retains it, it will be one continued State of 
Apathy, if not Dilbrder, 



Henry 
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HENRy, you fay, is ^ Mr, Griffith, of 
the Coypty pf Kilkenny in Ireland. A Friend 
brppght xne over the Letters of Henry and 
pRANQEs, when they were firft publiftied.in 
Dublin; they are rpoft admirably clever and 
comprehepfive J I have enjoyed ancj re-enjoyed 
them; and while I have admired the Wri- 
tings, have loved the Writers, |n the private 
Character ycu have given me of this amiable 
Pair^ I feel as if I were acquainted with 
them. Before the Information received from 
you, I have fometimes fpfFered ipyfelf to 
think, and even communicated to an intin^atc 
Friend or two, that there was a Similitude of 
Pifpofition between Henry and myfclf-, but 
when I look on your Defcri|)tion of him, I 
entertain much Doubt. In the aftive Parts 
of his Philofophy, his Perfeverance, and Re- 
folgtioji, I fear I am far behind him. He is 
a Man qu.alitied for any State or Situation ; 
pufmeft or Amuf^ment, Solitude pr a Crowd. 
T-And you have fpent Months with him at 
fCilkenny l-rrr-1 give you Joy of fuch an Hap-, 
pinefs.' 
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Again I thank you for the Enclofures you 
jOrc evcF and anon fending, and am. 

Pear Mr. Hull, 

yours very affeftionately, 

^ W. Shenstone.. 

» . ■ . ' ' - y r ' . :: — — : : — ■ .aj v 

L E T T E II XXXIX. 

W. Shenstone, Eft^. to Mr. Hull, 
at Cov^nt'Gardm Theatre. 

Sir, 

I AM greatly obliged both to yovf and Mifs 
Morrison, for the Ballads you were fo 
good as to inclofe to me. The Speed you 
have ufed in fending them, teftifies the Rea- 
Jity of that Delight you feemcd to cxprefs at 
the Leafowes^ when I firft communicated my, 
friend Dr. Percy's Defign. I fenc them di- 
K4 reai^l 
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recbly to him he has begun to print off his 
venerable, Colle(flion,* with an. Eye to the 
Publication of it fomctin^-e next Winter* One 
of your Ballads is truly beautily and extreme- 
ly proper for his Purpofc. It has that Not- 
vetiy v/hich is fo very effential in Ballads of 
all Kind; and which requires no more than, 
that /v^.V/;.; , or elegant^ or tender Sentiments be 
expreffcd in a fimple and unaffecfted Manner — 
Sentimental Language would be no ill Term 
for it-, or, perhaps, the Effay before Dodsley's 
Fahles does not improperly ftilc it, the Voic^ 
of Sentiment, in Oppofition to. the Language 
of Reflection. 

As to the otber^ Mifs M wejl di, 

ftinguifhes, that the Merit of it is almoft 
wholly confined to the Sentiment at laft. This 
is both natural and tender ; and would Jhe take 
the Pains to new- write the wbcle on this Ac- 
count, (for even this Sentiment is not exprejfe4 
io very (imply as one could wifli it) I dare 
fay it IS in her Power to render it very plea- 

♦ Antlent Poetry^ how publifeed in three Volumes ; the 
^niverial Eitimatioii and Encouragement of which Work, 
fufficiez^tij teitifif s its Excellence. 

t K J fing 



jfing, I kno\r not liow far I am Jingular ; but 
as I love to avail, inyfelf of different Wardi^ 
to bundle up Ideas in different Parcels, it is 
beconx habitual to me, to call that a Bullad 
^hich deicribes or implies fame ASlion y on 
jthe other Hand, I term that a Seng^ which 
, contains only an Expwflion of Sentiment. Ac- 
cordbg to this Account, I believe one of your 
Pieces Would appear a Balhdy and the Othef 
^ Song. 

The Pky-Hoiife Coronations ^nlwer the Pu^« 
pofe of all thofe who chufe to- compound tht 
•Matter betwixt Indolence and Curiqfity. Mt. 
Garrick has given a very genteel Tufn to 
this Tafte among the Citizens, in his Epilogue 
to the new Play.* I have not yet feen this 
performance •, and (hould be glad if you would 
give me fome Account of its Appearance^ oft 
«the Stage, Why does not your Dr. Lancas^ 
TER f compleat his EJfay upon 'Pelicacy ? I read 
it, fince I wrote laft, in Dodsley's jFugitivi 

* Epilogue to the Tragedy of Hecuia^ prodiicpd thai 
year 2X. Druty-Lane Theatre* 

f The Editor's ynclc. 
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PieceSy and think it mighty well dd^rvcs th<). 
Labour neceflary to its Continuation. 

*Tis true, that Specimens of Wit or Huf 
mour have been difpenfcd this Winter but fpa*- 
ringly from the Prefs \ and even, there in pth- 
lUhal Pamphlets, where J am leaft inclined 
to feck them. But we muft fwim^ with the 
Tide, if we would coUeft the Shells and Cor 
rals that it leaves behind ; accordingly I have 
read two or three of thefe Pamphlets which 
J^av^ jufwisred nay Expectations* Should any 
pther appear that flriHc^ you, be fo good as 
to enclofe it to me in a S^raqk, As %o lor^ 
viniay or other dramatic Scherpqj, I muft de- 
fer them till I fee you again at the Leafowix^ 
which whenever it happens, ^^ill afford mc 
Pleafure, being very faithfially and ^fFedtioh 
nately 

ypur moft obedient Servan^ 



B A L. 



JiEL?CT LETTER^* ig$ 
B A L I- A D I. 

Referrcjd to in the above Letter. 

^HE Bells they rang all in the Morn, 

And An-EN hi? rofe full foon, 
, Sad Tydings were heard for ALLEN to heaf, 

That Marv would yfei 'ere Noon# 

The9 Allen he call'd on ?I?«omas?i^ Namc^ 

And Thomas came at his call; 
V Make ready a CofHn and winding Shroud|^ 
For Marx M fee my Fallr 

When lal}: we parfed with brimful Eyc> 
" Right-loving ftie m^de a Vow; 
But Richard has twice as many Sbecp, 
And Mary jforgcts me now5 

Then bear me to the Green-Grafs-Ban^ 

Where we did kife and play. 
And tell he^; the Rain that made it fo green,' 
f ' Has wafh*d my Kiflfes away*** 

The 
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The Bridegroom led the Bride fo fair. 

The Prieft he -came anon ; 
But Thomas he brought his dear Fricnd'$ Corfc^ 

Or 'ere tbt Wedding was done. 

He laid him on the Green-Grafs-^Quk, 

Where they did kifs and pfay. 
And told her, the Rain that ma^ it fo ^Pccn^ 

Had wafh'd his I^ii&s ^way* 

\^hen ftie lieheM poo* AtLEH^ dead Corfc^ 

Her maiden Blufh was loft, 
Sht faded, as tho* on April Morn 
A Primtofe nip?: by afroft. 

Then aft beneath one fatal Stone 

TogetJier they buried were, 
Fdfc Maidens, ^dio break your plrghted Tow^ 

Take heed ye come not there! 
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B A L LAD n. 

Referred %o in thd fQiTegDil^S Lt^^tV 

ONE Jpril Ev'ning, when the Sun 
Had journey'd down the Sky, 

Sad Marian, with Looks of Woe,. 
Walked forth full hcftvily. 

Tears trickled down hef faded Chfifekj, 
Soft Sighs her Bofom heay'dj 

Soft Sighs rcveard her inward Woe | 
Alas! fhe'd been deceiv^d^ 

Oh ! what ^ Wretch am I becomci; 
" A lucklefe Lafs, (laid flie) 
The Co.wflip, and the Violet hbe^; 
" Have now no Charms for me. 

The golden Sqii that 4aily ffeine% 
" And glittering dccl^s th^ Sky, 
" Brings^ n<?r I^eiiof to mx E>iftr«fs^ 
« Or Plcafune to my Eye*. 



l4i SELECT LETTERS. 



This little River when I drefs^d 
Has fery'd mc for a Glafej 
5* But now it only fliews how Lo^ 
^< Has ruirfd (his poor Ficei 

What Charms could happy Lucy boaft. 
To fix thy wavering Mind ? 

What Charms in Lucy more than mc. 
Ungrateful, couldft thou find? 

Haft thou forgot the tender Vows 
Which at my Feet were made ? 

Yet V\l not fpcnd my dying Houf 
Thy falfehood to upbraid,. 

But what remaining Breath I haVe 
Shall intercede with Heav'n ; 
f* That all thofe broken Vows to rtie^ 
At laft may be forgiv'n. 

Yet one poor Boon before I die, 
^' I would of thee require 
And do not thou refufe to grant 
« A Wretch'^ laft Defire! 



« When 
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When you with Lucy lhall affix 
" The happy Marriage-Day, 
Oh ! do not o*cr my Green-Grafs-Gravc 
Inhuman take thy Way.'* 



LETTER XL. 
W. Shj:xstone, E^q. to Rfijfs 

The Lea/owes^ 
Dear Mifs M — , Dec. 8, 1761. 

I OUGHT to have returned Thanks for your 
agreeable Account of the Excurfion ta^ 
Chepjiow^ fome Time ago ; but thefe are Du- 
ties which 1 do not always perform fo foon as 
I ought — you know I don't — Neither will I 
watte my Time and Paper in apologizing for 
A Failing which you are fo ready to forgive, 

con- 
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convinced that I am not lefs gratefiil on ihat 
Account. 

I hare great Joy in reading thefe little 
pleafurable Travels, in a private Letter^ relaxed^ 
as yours are, without Formality, de^bing, 
with Eale and Simplicity, every little Occur- 
rence as it falls out. I dan journey with you 
in Imagination, and partake every trivial Dif- 
ficulty and every Delight. Tcu arc fond of 
thefe litde Parlies of Pleafure^ as they are called, 
and in you it is, by no Means, feprovable^ 
but in general, they arc very dangerous to 
young Folks. Tou have Means and Time, at 
your own Difpofal; your Party is fmall and 
fcle<3:, both in Point of Reputation and Un- 
derftanding ; you likewife turn your Excur- 
fion to fome Advantage ; you make Obferva- 
tions on all you lee, form nice DiftindioD^ 
between difierent Places, Points, and Charac^ 
ters, and draw juH: Condufions from them-^ 
But, as I faid before, thefe Parties too oltcn 
are hazardous ; the Arlind once indulged in 
them, is apt to covet them too often ; they 
arc fomedmes the Means of drawing a Fesoak 
into in^mper Company ^ they encroach od 
2 Meant 
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Means and Time, ntkher .of which,- probably;, 
can with Propriety ^ be , be (lowed ; they f have 
their Source in Diflipatioa, are cantinudlly ati- 
tended with Hazard, and too often , cud in the 
Worft of Mifchiefs. ..In Ihort^ I would wifb 
all young FolkS) who have neither Leifure 
nor Money at Command^ to ftiut their Ears 

againft the very .Name of a Party ef Plecfurd. 

> 

More than once in my Life^ I have been fo- 
liated by Friends to vifit foreign Climes. 1 
had an Invitation of this Kind lately but it 
is now too late ; at leait, I think fo— ^Befides, 
why fliould a Man go fo far for Objcfls of ' Cu- 
riofityj who has feen too little of his. own Coun- 
try ? Many Parts of. England^ W'oks.zxidi Scot^ 
land equally (I lhouid„ think) dcferve our Ad- 
miration, and we need not rifque Winds and 
Waves, to which I feel fonie Objedlion. Num- 
bers of- our travelling. Gentry peregrinate too 
early in. Life^ before the Mind is fulficiently 
formed to make proper Qbfervations on . what 
they fee and hear. 

A .Friend once reUted ian Anecdote, .which 
is appofite .to my. Subjcft^ A very young 
: Vol. II. L Man 
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Man, of good natwal Uoderftanding^ and Hdr 
to an affluent Fortune, would needs be one of 
thefe inconfidcrage Tnnrdlers. In the Cooiie 
of his Adventuies, he fell into Companf, in 
Naples^ with fome wcU-travelled^ and weU*m* 
formed Foirignen. Tfaejr were oomrerfing on 
what they bad fecn in Ejtgland ; and ibme little 
Difference in Opinion anfing about the Ar^ 
chitechire of fFindf&r-Cz^c^ they naturally ic^ 
fened themielves to the young Et^tifimum for 
Decifion. With much Confufion and Hcfita- 
cion be was compelled to con&ls, he had ne* 
ver ieen the Building in Queftioo. The Com* 
pany, with true fore^ Politenefs, only tefti* 
fied dieir Admiration in a filent Smile — bus 
the Refledion inftandy finicky and pained the 
young Gentleman* The Refidt was, that he 
letumed for EMgland within two Days, ratiofial- 
ly determined to inflruA himfelf in the Know* 
kdgp of his own Country, before he pryed in- 
to thofe afar off. His Refledion and Defer- 
mination did equal Credit to his Underftanding. 

Our Friend Hull has, as ufual, been amo* 
fing us with as good a Drama, as our 
bouring Town can g^ve Encouragement tO} 

but 



btk iafs^ he mam% no fnore^ I know mafif 
trho wi]l be ferry on this Atcount; He has 
iioc departed^ fionMerer, "(fmhouc hwitig excited 
Oiiriofity in a Verjr pecttliar Ways on a 
fmaU Pkn, indeed, but. to a very commeiidilH^ 
bk 'Puipo&. He encieed with him his two^ 
principal A&McBk^i Mifi Mohrisok and Milk 
l^ifiOTi {both pofleflbd of great Merit In theii* 
Profeflion) fome &w of his Band^ two Voicesj 
and gwvc an Evening's Entertainment of Sing^ 
ing arid lUadiwgy at the litde Town of Sfour-^ 
Mdgi^ fottfe few Miles off} the Profits de^ 
voted to the Affi^ce of a Tradefman^ whtf 
had fufiered Under repeated Misfortunes^ The 
Succefs^ I heaf^ niere than anfwered his £x« 
pedbations i the little AiTembly-Room was croud-* 
ed) arid with mtich good Company^ A flight 
Cold made me fearful of being out late, 
but the Particulars Were given me by a neigh^ 
bouring Clergyman who was prefent. The 
Pieces feleded ibr Reading were wdl-chofen^ 
I do not remember the whole Number^ but 
I rccolfea that Mfs CarterV Od< to ff^dmjf 
pRiOR*j Henry and Emma^ and Gratis Ekgf 
in a Country Cburcb-Tard Were amongft them. 
The latter gave particular Satis£EK5Uony my 
L 2 Friend 
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Friend told me, .to the Gentlemen cf the Pul-* 
pit, of whom jie . counted leven. : The whole 
was received wjyth gi?eat Appi^obalion. You 
are to obierve that Hull and: hia; Party,: fi> 
far from propoGng any Emolument;.. to them- 
ielves, declined even to be re^imburfed the Ex- 
pences they were at in going, and the* Mafter 
of the Aflembly-Room .^OT^ die life of it. 
From this co;ifined Inftance of fuch ajSchemCy. 
I am apt to think an Union of Poetry and 
Mufic, executed on a. larger Plan, would be an, 
admirable Two-Hours-Entertainment, cither ia. 
a .public Room or private Family. - ^ • . 

I enclofe a Piece of Writing, which, a Friend 
of mine fent me. in a. Franjc laft Week. : I 
think the Subjc£t calculated for your. Liking. 
It was planned, and partly written, in Mr. 
Ho are's lovely Grounds, at Siaurton in fFili^ 
Jhire\ and the Thought fuggefted by furvey- 
ing, from an Eminence there, a woody Vale, 
wherein Alfred is r^epor^ed to have opce con- 
cealed himfdi from the Danes. it back, 
when you have done widi it. 
Adieu, dear Mifs M--; 

Yours very faithfully, 

W. Shenstone. 

CAD. 
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A LEG EN p A R Y T A L E > 

IN TWO PARTS. 



ARK Decmiir vfzSi the Month, 



When CADWAir's ^ary Foot had rcach'd 
The Summit of the Hill, 

. ' [ > . 

Beneath whofe ample Verge he wont • 
To labour at the Ploughi'' -*' / ' 

And, to relieve his ^FathCr^s Age, 
Bedew his infant Brow* 



- P A R T *^ i: 




L 3 



When 



1^0 8PLECT 1.?:TTEIIS, 



When eighteen Years h^4 o'er him pafs'd, 

He left his ruftic HomCt, _ 
(Sope^fiDQtc with Qrief ) in diftanfr Gpvnt^ 

And Strv^^r-Fields %o pamt 

Twelve Winters Had his E!xilc fccn^ 

When 1q! his Bofpm burns. 
Again to clafp his Father's Kn^eSn • 

And ho^^^ward h? returns, 

Aiid now dcfcending to the ValCj^ 

With flow ^d trembling JFeet^ 
A( this new Sight^^ his native Soi}^ 

The Pulfes'flytt'ring beat, 

And now, \yith penetrating Eye, 
He pie|t:e$ the ejofe T)e\\^ ; • 

Where in his Thatch-bicffhcllar*4 CcH ^ r.. 
Hi* Sir? d^ whilom i . 

Yet in l^is fad and troubled I<oo^ 

Such Terror inight ye fcr^r: : . - ; , . 
As when wc almcrfb wilh t» ^fhiHl : c 
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He pryed here, he pryed there. 

No Cottage could he Ipy, 
Nor fmalkft Trace of human Tread 

Appeared to his Eye. 

No Monarch of the featherM Brood 

Was heard aloud to crow. 
Nor laboured Ox the vocal Air 

Awaken widi his Low. 

In ftrange Amazement and Suipenfc 
Awhile benumb'd he ftood. 

Then fell, defpairing on the Earth, 
And wept, and wail'd aloud. 

His bitteri Cries an Hermit drew 
Forth from his lonely Cell, 

Whofe filyant Senfe was quick to feci 
Afflidion's poignant YclU 

Compaffion held him mute at firflr. 

While as he ponder*d him 
With fixed Eye, where Nature's Floods 

Up-fwellcd to the Brimj 



Then 
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Then thus — " My Son, your Plaints * I heard, 
" They fmote me to the Heart; 

" To me, without Referve or Fear, 
" The weighty Caufe impart. . 

Deep-vers*d in Sorrow's heavy Tafk 
*' Full many a weary Hour, 
" Right well I know what aggravates, 
" And what abates its Pow'r. 



Clofe-peht within reftraining Bounds, 
" The River foams .and rqars, 
" Tumultuoys boils with mighty Hdaves^ 
" And wounds its kindred Shpr-js; i 

" The Load rcmov'd, that choak*d ^ Courfe,. 

" The Violence fuhfides; : \ m 
" The Tumult leffcns by Degrees, q ' 
And fmooth the Cgrrent glides..'?;..../. 

Give, thep, the ftrugg^ng Qriefs. to flow, . 
" Which thy qlogg'd Heart opprefs^' . 
Each' \V;ord w^ll take a; Part away,'; ' 
^' And njake the Burthen Igljs," ; 



Qt4 
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Old Cadwal here dijiraugbt. I feek^ 

Here Cadwal dwelt of yore^ 
Here^ here, his quiet CQttage rofe. 

But now is here no more. 

" Old .Cadwal feek'ft thou? Haplcfe Man! 
" New Torments muft thou have—' 
B^hcatli this venerable Elm, 
" Behold the .Ruftic's .Grave 

Ob! Wretch accurs'd} I was the Cau/e^ . 

I reft him of, his Breathy . : V /. 
/ robbed theje Belds of Cad^n Ah' s fF^tff^ ; 

/ brought him to his fieafb. : : : 

Was he not to his various Kin, \ ..c;'. 

(Unworthy I alone!) . t . : r.-y- 
Was he not \GHardiani.Cmforter^ -.A 

Friend y Father ^ all in on^? - r 

What honej^ Hindy that mar bim 'toiVd^ 
But of Ms StofTf partook f ' / 

Was he: f^i fo Jbe> nfedy Swain, - ' ' / 
Js to the Mea4 tMBmkl , - 3 




Did 
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A/, Ob! my Grief -kmii^d Mnd- 
From Reafon wanders faf'y - - 

Jttd with vagae Fdif^ies'' idly -mods 
3Jy kind, tfy ' pious Gare^ ' ' ^ 

• Heed not, my Son — ^Ufe any ; Means 

That may afluage thy^Piairiri 

• It is the Prmieg^s of Woe 

At Random to complain,- 

jf And who iof patknt Sympathy 

«* The liberal -Largcfs fcanti 
f Whh-hold a Bounty dear» I wcien ; 
As Wealth ckn ftdw^jr on Want 



CAD- 
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PART Jl. 



/^LD Cadwal her^e Jijraugh} I Jeekr^ 

Ah J me I this wayward Heart I 
That dar'd oppqfe a Fathers Pow'r^ 
That dar'd his CouHjet thwart I 

hut EmmaV Charms had won my Love, 

And made it all her own 
I fought not copious Flocks and Meads, . 

/ fought Content alone i 

And^ Oh ! fo fweetly Jhe conformed 

To all I wijh'd or faidy 
Tou would have fworn our Hearts, as Twin/, 

tVere for each other made. 



And 
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Was iti holy Fatberi ja^i 
Was it a Crime to Lave 5 
Or to my earJ^-fligbted Foip^ 
Uncban^d and Jieady frove f 

Mxf ilda'j lofty Friends in Store 

Of Fleeces did abound^ 
And ample Sbeaves tnricVd tbeir Fieldtf 

And Orchards rt^e around % 

And tbefe Fdjfeffions ev'ry Hour 

Were poured into mine Ear 5 
^0 count them o^er^ my Father madi 

His Morn and Evening Care^ 

Sure if he any Failing hadj 
'I'wds too fond Love for me % 

Hence fprung the Wifh^ that of her Flockt 
I might the Mafter be i 

And as he "JoiWd, and as be badcs 

Ob ! that I could have done ! 
But EmmaV Charms bad won my LovCj 

And made it all her own^ 



4 
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Father^ ought /, at the €bmrb 
'Have jdin'd MatildaV Hand^ 
When Love and Truths that fiouU attend^ 
Were not at my Qomrnandi 

Her ffomus Grdnaries^t^ me - : 

Thiy no JUurement ^ere ; 
Afy EmmaV low-^roofd Dairy^Hui 

31? me was dearer fittk, 

Why after targe f^jfejfwns feekf 

My Father did not want; 
Of copious Trihutes from the Field . 

His Bamt iioere nothing Jcanti 

But 'twas his Will^nd Ob t ^ T 

Could have that Will ohey'd^ 
Without the GuUt of broken Vows^ 

Or Emma's Pease ietriry'dl 

Now that my Fromrdnefs of Heari 

Hath brought him to his End, 
For this, before yon hallow' d Spot 

In duteous Wife Fll bendi 

F0 
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For Ms, will daily wet the Sod' 

With my repentant Eye^ . 
Nor tver from this Solitude 

c- • ■ ..... 

fairer Refuge hie, _ • 

" Son," quoth the Sircr— and cafl: a Look 
As chiird the Youth all o'er — 
' (While Minutes pafs'd ere vital Warmth, • 
His Senfes did reftore — ) 

Son/* quoth the Sage, •* thy Doubts fufpend, 

" Their rifmg Tumult, check — . j 
It is thjr Father, clafps thee .clofc, ) 
" And weeps upon thy Neck. 

" Long have^ held thee in : Difcourfe * 

With pentrup Agony, .. . . 
" Now let my. gufhing .Tears have Way, 
" They're Bleffings fhowVd on thee. 

Charm'd with thy duteous Excellence, 
Thy Strength of Hilar Love, 
" My full Forgivenefs, let thefe Streams • 
" And warm Embraces prove! 

"And 



I 
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And, Oh ! might'ft thou forgive the Caufc 
« That drove thee from thy Home, 
" Sore-fmote with Grief, in diftant Grounds, 
And Stranger-Fields to roam !** 

Mighf I forgive ! — Ob, Father, fucb 

Unjeemly Terms rejlraitti 
Might I forgive l-^It is enough^ 

I fee thee once again ^ 

But, f aid' ft thou not, beneath yon Elm^ 
" My dearcft Sort, I did; 
There have I marked the chofcn Spot^ 
There made mjr lateft Bed. 

Of thee bereft, what booted it 
" To feed the furrow'd Plain ; 
Or what, from Autumn^s fruitful Lap 
To heap the ripen*d Grain ? 

Whom had I then to cheer my Steps 

In Summer's fultry Rays ? 
For whom fhould then the focial Hearth 

In Winter-Ev*ning blaze? 



Vol. II. t% Ml; 
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" My Houle, my ^^rnis, 1 kft at large 
" Td moulder and decay; 
Yan humble Tenetiieftt I raised. 
My Age's onty Stajr^ 

Enough for rtle, who meant foHofll 

To pafs Life's lagging Eve j 
My Taflc to meditate and pray, 
" My Punilhment to grieve. 

" For, Oh ! my Son, tod late 1 fell 
" This Truth within fny Hearty 
That to compel the filial Mind 
•* Is not a Parentis Part* 

And hence this penitential Garlb, 
" And hence thefe filver Hairs, 
Whofe 'hoary Length the fad Reclule 
" Or penfive Hermit wdars*** * 

Dear, honoured ^TafHer, droop no fnori^ 

Ibis on my bended Knee 
r crave — / claim — Aejign thy Griefs y 

Ob! caji tbem all ort mei 



SELECT i-ETTEI^S. |«| 



unrmiHmg LrUi and Otu^ 
Tby Sorrow PH aJJUag€j 
And with ob/equi^us Duty f0n4 
J7f^ Rmmnt of thy Jge^ 

Arifcf mjr Son, and to my C41 
Together let us wcndi 
" Let us beneath one Roof etpbTZc^ 
" Ere yet my D^ys {ball end* 

« And lhaU the Thought of Emma^s LpVC 
No nK>re fuffufe thine Eye^ 
Nor chide thy Father for her Lofi?"*^ 
She's kitricd m tbut Si^h 

What wdnd'rDils Blifs to Virtuous Mindf 
Will Heaven ndt deign to lend ? 

Within ipy homely Hut, my Son^ 
There all thy Sorrows end. 

« There, fheife, ofice more ftiU fwccUy^air 

Thy Emma fhalt thou fee; 
" Within my homely Hut Ihc dwells. 

My Age's Comfort ihcJ . 
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« Her Father dted,' I fllPd his ' Placc^ 
The Guardian of her Youth 3 
I now reftore her to thy Love, 
" Thy Conftancy and Truth/* 

Young Cadwal waked not for ilior^^ 

But to his Emma flew^ 
Where lockM awhile in clofe Embrace 

Each to the other grew. 

From incoherent Words ^d Sighs^ 
Such wond'rous Tranfports brake^ 

Far more than hoftey'd Eloquence 
With all her Xo'^gues cou*d Ipeak. 

And rtow with ftfong enquiring Look 
They fearch eaCh other's Eye, 

And afk if what they fee be true. 
And doubt the real Joy. 

AM now the Father's quickened Steps 
They greet with bended Grace, 

And with up-lifted Eyes adore. 
And blefs his reverend Facc^ 
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^' Now, by this hallow'd Eve, I vow,^ 
Soon as the Mafs be done, - 
The next cnfuing Holy-Pay 
" The Prieft fhaU make yc one. 

And ye fliall live (fo Heav*n permit!) 
To caft one Gleam of Light 
*' Athwart your Father-s gathering Eve, 
Qr ^re h? (ink in Night ^ 

^ Or ere benjsath yon aged Eln> 
He's nupiber'd with the dead^ 
The chofcn Spot where his own Hands 
Have made hi$ latcft J^ed, 

But while fbmp Hours of Life are lent, 
" By Gratitude and Pray'r, 
And Mem'ry of my Errors paft, 
Thofe Error? V^} repair: 

And oft as I recount them o'er 
Thy fteady Faith I'll praife, 
" And for my deareft Boy once mojp 
. Tlyp fecial Hearth fhaU blaze. 



* Probably Chrlftmai-Eve^ as December is mentioned in 
Opening of the Tale, 

^^ Age, 
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** Age, cv'n as Ypath, riibu ieesSc, ray 5<W»' 

<f Is liable to £dl, 
»« And Self-rcproo£i and Penitence, . 

♦« Alike bcSscm m all," 



X E 
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LETTER XLI. 

Mr. M— G---r^ 10 W. Shekstone,' Efq. 
with Fragments of Antient T$etryy printed at 
Edinhargby in the Year 176Q. 

Dear Sifjj Ediniurghy June iiy 

IT^ves nje the greateft Pleafure, that I have 
an Oppprtijnity of convey ing to a Perfon 
of your Tafte, the incipfed Fragments of aii- 
ticnt Cf^lfdpnffln Ppefy--: 

f* Vu\\ rqasiy a -Qeni of pureft Ray lerene, 
' The dzrk qnfathoniM Cav^s of Ocean bear, 
^ Fuir tnany a Rofe- is born to blirfh- unfeen, 
And waftc its Svvectncfs on the defart Air.'^t 

But Thinks to the Tafte and Care of the irw 
gcnious Tranftator, that we ha^ not tq )^ 
ment the utt^ Lcfs of' tliofe PieGes^ ^vfaich 
Srcfleft fo much Luftre on the Mw^ory the 
original Bards. Here we ?ee Poet«* fr^nied by 

;hc Hand of Nature f th^ir Mgnncrsf rude arid 

* . 

M 4 vncyl- 
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uncultivated, as the Wilds they inhabited j 
unacquainted with Aristotle aR4 Horace^ 
but pouring the (I had almoft faid) involun- 
tary Effufions of Minds filled with trqe poe- 
tic Fire, deeply interefted in the Th^fncs they 
fung, devoid of, all .Rules, they attach and 
warm the Heart, by an amazing though fe- 
cret Power, th^ conftant EfFeft pf^ copying 
Nature, but copying Jbcc juftly^ to which the 
languid Efforts of i^rt bear fcarce fo, inic- 
reiling a Proportiop^ as the Shadow, to the 
Subftance. 

From the general Strudure ff. thc |fpctry, 
from the Names of the Pcrfons celebrated in 
it, and the Hints pf the .C<?^««^ fcattered 
here and there, i): .wpijld apppar^ .that, tfhcfe 
Poems were conipofed about the Time that 
the lintient l^SLtds ffelMtiy rand- thPi other 
northern Cpunfrij?s^ jp^de fo: great i a i figure 
in Poetry ; or, perhaps, fheir Dm m^y 
back beyond tbf Tjme of Chriftia^iify .being 
preached, in our Iflarjds; hcpce it >wU foUo^jv, 
that ovir Anceftors were rifing by : iurprif^ 
Efforts to catch the faireft Flowers of Par^ 
najfus^ while the polite Regions of Eurcfpe re- 

founded 



SELECT LETTERS- 169 

(ounded with polemic Theology and monkilh- 
Nonfenfe : this becomes the more probabfe,^ 
M^hen we jxfleft, that fcarce any Trace of 
Chriftianicy is to be found in tliefe Pieces,' 
and no . Trace of the Names that prevailedi 
after the ninth Century, inftead of which, th6 
Names appear entirely Pagan and numberlefi 
Hints are taken from the predatory Life our 
Anceftors (particularly thofe of the I (lands 
and north-weft Coafts of Scotland) led before, 
and at the firft prea<^ng<>f the Gofpel among 
them. A critical Examination of the original 
•Language would |ielp to throw fome Light on 
this Conjedture, as well as the P^iblication of 
•pieces of greater Length, which majr follow 
thcfe firft Specimens; It is not, however, to 
be doubted, that the Aiiny Fragments ftill 
preferred amongft our Highlanders of their an« 
tienr Poetry, may be of great Ufe in fettling 
-the Hiftory, and afcertaining the Meaning of 
fcveral Antiquities difperfed owr the mpuh- 
*tainous Parts 6( ScBtlands while the Man of 
Tafte muft be agreeably furprifed to find a 
Beauty and Force gf Di(£tro4i, a Warmth of 
Fancy, a chafte and truly noble Simplicy united, 
where hitherto no Pcrfon has ever looked for it. 

If 



^yo Sf.h^cr LElTEfllS;. 

|f tbefe Spefiiwm* are mtpU received by th« 

g^en tQ tbt ingenious TraofUtPf^ bft WPuUH 
^igc tbe- Worid wi|h the XraeAatipfl qf, ^9 
gpic P©eg)i peettioned i» the Pftfpfc, , ^bich 
§ff9(i^. ^ of . thawfw4 i 

hut tJbc dependant Situattoe .of a >Tutof j^gp- 
not afibrd him IrfCifure |q undeitai^^ i) grft^C 

; Youf fdeudtin thw CofOf r of t)ip WwW 
IWfe ins^h Jifepp«in6ld»L iq .flPt' having; thf 
Hap|>i|}«f* 1^*; *E»iflg yo« ia|t Summer along 
igitk L^^-feyftiEVToHi. and vfitJjQvn jf^^ry 

gsagtyoHi .X.prd^ A*EiM09»v|^ff 9x4 

jlis Sppiifi^ defjra (a be Epnpsqpjjefed^ fod I 
ifeiiU take ic: *s a particolaf J??!VQi}r, thflt yo^ 
>»ottld, at » Wfjwe H<«W.-5>f^ me yo^ 
«i<M of chfcii)ck)£ed Spectmonsi and 9il<^ J^ 
aiP be Willi £ft«ein, truly, dwr 3ir, i . 
, Your vfifj ohedicm, and flaeftshsuroWe ^mnk 

TWQ 



Two fr»nkM CpywS will bring ttc tVQ 
|)iyiaon^ pf the Fragmgiftt ?li?afey adc|rd» ^ 

LETTER XLIL 

lE^traa firm a Letter f>f Afr. ^--^ (L$rd 
E^-^V Brother) fo Mr. T— . 

. 1 Know (>o Way jb. goo4 of ciaklng up 

for . my long Silence tp youj as lending yoU 
the ehclofed Poem, which if it give? you as 
much Pleafurc as it did me, yoir will give 
me no finall Thapks.for : it is tr^ndgted from 
an old Highland Poejti, by one Mr. 'M' Ph??.* 
SON, a Miniftcr in the Highlands. There ait 
great Numbers, of thefe Elegies all over the 
Highlands, which they fihg to mournful Tunes 
^in.theEvening over their J^r. M^pHjiV* 
40N has, I hear, Vrattfl^spd ton ^mm of tbft»w 
which I fancy wifl- feon be publifticd; if they 
;arp not, I Ihall erideavQvir to jgct $fiem, an4 
i(end them to you«. It wdll .be. needled to % 
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any Thing in Praife of the Poem, as I think 
it can fufficiently recommend itfelf. The TranC- 
lation has a great deal of Merit; I think it 
IS one of the beft I ever faw». I fancy Shew- 
STONE will be much pleafed with the Poem, 
which I fhall be obliged to you if you will 
prcfent; to him with my Compliments. 

. • : >-u-. ■■ ,.>>■■ l yy ■ ■ . . . . 
A F R A G M E N T* 

,; 'XfP^ foUoying dcfcriptive Poem (thougli 
yeiy old) is of mugh later Pat^ than the forcr 
going. Fragments, 

Five^ Barda, who arc the Gyefts of a Chie^ 
j[himfel^ an' qccellent Poet) gp feveraUy out to 
make their. Obftrvations on the Night, and re- 
turn capbwith an extemporary Dcfcripcioa of 

^ This exquifite little Fi^gmcnt h already publiflied 
ginong the N^<fe in the fifft Volmae of OssiAk^-^^ib; 
\}\it 93| in Mr. Shev&tokii's Manufciipty the Expr^^ii joi 
lhany of the Paflagea varied from the pnpted Poem, ^Ij^ 
Editor of this' Work prefumed an Infertion of his C6pv 
inight ^Qt be mwckomc 10 t& CurioiiSf ' ^' 

10 
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to which the Chief adds one of his own. 
The Time is fuppofcd to be in OSlober^ the 
Harvefl: Month in the Highlands \ when the 
Face of Nature is. as various, and its Changes 
as fudden, as they are here reprefented. 

\ ■fXr r.f i.M.r 



FIRST BARD. 

NIGHT is dull and dark, 

The Clouds reft on the Hillij 

No Star with twinkling Beam, 

No Moon looks from the Skies. 

1 hear the Blaft in the Wood, 

But diftant and dull I hear it. 

The Stream of the Valley murmurs. 

Low is its Murmur too. 

From the Tree, at the Grave of the Dead, 

The lonely Screech-Owl groans. 

I fee a dim Form on the Plain, 

•Tis a Ghoft ! It fades, it flies j 

Some dead (hall pafs this Way. 

From the lowly Hut of the Hill 

The 
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Thfc diftant Dog is howliftg; 
the 8t^ lies bf the Mountain^^Welli 
tht Hind is ftt his Side; 
She lytaH the Witld iti his Horns, 
Sh«^ ftairtti but lies Hgm. 
The Roc is in the Cleft of the Rock: 
The Heatji-Cock's Head beneath his Wirig- 
No Bcaft, tio Bird » afrroadj 
But the Owl, and the howling Foxj 
She on the leaPxefs Tfeci 
' He on the cloudy Hill# 
Dark^ panting, trembling, fad. 
The Traveller has loft his Way; 
Thro* Shrubs, thro' Thorns he goeS| 
Befide the gurgling Rills j 
He fears the Rock and the Pool, 
He fears the Ghoft of the Night, 
The old Tree groans to the Blaft^ 
The fallmg Branch refoundsj 
The Wind drives the Thorn, 
Along the fighing Grafs, 
He ftiakes atiiid the Night 
Dark, du(ky, ho\^ling is Nigjbf^ 
Cloudy, windy, and full of Ghofts; 
The dead are abroad; my Friends, 
Receive me from the Night* 

SECONU 



tt4£ Wind is upon the Mountain^ 

The Shower of the Mill dcfcends. 

Woods groan and Windows clap. 

The growing River roars : 

The Traveller attempts the J'ord, 

He fallsj he Ihrieks, he dies. 

The Storm drives the Horfe from the tliil^ 

The Goat and the lowing Cow j 

They tremble as drives the Shower, 

And look for the Shade of the Stall. 

The Hunter ftarts from Sleep in his lone Httti 

And wakes the Fire decay'd j 

His wet Dogs /nioak around him t 

He flops the Chink with Heath. 

Loud rpai* two Mountain Streamif 

Which meet befide his Booth > 

Sad on the Side of the Hill 

The wandering Shepherd fits. 

The Ti'ee refounds above feim, 

The Stream roars down the Rock^ 

He waits the rifmg Moon 

To lead him to his Home$ 

t Gbtittt 
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Ghofts ride on the Storm to-night. 

Sweet is their Voice between the Gufts of Wind, 

Their Songs are of other .Worlds. 

The Rain is paft — the dry Winds b!ow. 
Streams roar and Windows clap; 
Cold Drops fall from the Roof. 
I fee the ftarry Sky — 
But the Shower gathers again ! 
Dark, dark, is the weftern Sky ? 
Night is ftormy, difmal,- dark ; 
Receive me, my Friends, from the Night 



THIRD BARD, 

THE Winds ftill found between the Hills, 
And groan on the riven Rocks: 
The Firs fall from their Place on high. 
The turfy Hut is torn. 
The Clouds divided fly o'er the Sky, 
And fliew the burning Stars. 
The Meteor (Token of Death) 

Flic? 



Plies fparkling thro* the Gloom; 

It refts on the Hills, it burns — I fee the Fern, 

The dark Rock, and fallen Oak* 

What dead is that in his iShroud ? — 

Beneath the Tree by the Stream 

The Waves dark tumble on the Lake^ 

And lalh th6 rocky Sides. 

The Boat is brim-full in the Cove j 

The Oars on the rocky Tide. 

Sad fits a Maid beneath a Rock, 

And eyes the rolling Stream i 

Her Lover promifed to Come, 

She faw his Boat, when it was light, on the Lakc^ 

Is this his broken Boat on the Shore ? 

Are thefe his Groans in the Wind? 

Hark! the Mall rattles around, 
The Flakes of Snow defccrid.— 
The Tops of the Hills are white. 
The ftormy Winds abate. 
Various is Night and cold-. 
Receive me, my Friends, frorti the Night* 



Vol. IL 



N .FOtfRTH 
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FOURTH BARD. 

NIGHT is calm and fair. 
Blue, ftarry, and fettled is Night; 
The Winds with the Clouds, are gone: 
They defcend behind the Hill. 
The Moon is upon the Mountains; 
Trees glifter, Streams fhine on the Rocks, 
Bright rolls the fettling Lake, 
Bright the Stream of the Vale. 
I 'fee the Trees overturned; 
The Shocks of Corn on the Plain; 
The wakeful Peafant rebuilds the Sheaves, 
Or drives the Beads of the Hills away. 
Calm, fettled, and fair is Night. 

Who comes from thfe Place of the Dead ? 
That Form in the Robe of Snow, 
Thefe white Arms, that Hair of Gold ; 
The daughter of the Chief of the People, 
She that lately fell! 
Come, let us view thee, Maid; 
Thou that wert the Defire of Heroes ! 

The 
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The Blarf drives the !^haht6m away. 
White and* witHout Fofni it afcends tKe Hill. 

The Breezes drive the blue MiA 
Over the narrow Vale : 
Grey on the Hill it afcends. 
And joins itfelf to the ^ky» 

Night is fettled* and calm^ 

. ' ... 

Blue, ftarry, bright, mih the Moon. 
Receive- me not, my Friends, 
For lovely is the Night. 



F I F T H B A R D: 

NIGHT is" calm,' Kut dreary ; 
The Moon in a Cloud in the Weft, 
Slow moves that fdeble Beam 
Aloitg the fliady Hill. 
The diftant Wave is heard j 
The Stream dull murmurs on the Rock. 

N 2 ' The 
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The Cock is heard from the Booth ; 

More than half the Night is pafled* 

The Houfewife groping in the Gloom 

Rekindles' the fettled Fire. 

The Hunter thinks it Day, 

And calls his nimble Dog : 

He afcends the Hill, 

And whiftles the Road away : 

A Blaft removes the Cloud; 

He fees the ftarry Plough of the North: 

Much of the Night is to pals; 

He nods by the mofly Stone. 

Hark, the Whirlwind is in the Wood i 
Low Murmurs on the Plain. 
*Tis the Army of the mighty Dead 
Returnbg from the Air ! 

The Moon refts behind the Hill; 
The Beam is ftill on the lofty Rock; 
Long are the Shades of the Trees: 
But now *tis dark over all. 
Night's dreary, filent and dark ! 
Receive me, my Friends, from the Night. 



SIXTH 
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SIXTH BARD, 

(The Chief himfelf.) 

LET Clouds reft on the Hill, 
Spirits fly, and Travellers fearj 
Let the Winds of the Wood arife. 
The founding Storm defcend; 
Roar Streams and Windows clap. 
And green-winged Meteors fly ; 
Rife the pale Moon on the Mpuntain, 
Or inclofe her Head in Clouds, 
Night is alike to me. 
Blue, gloomy, or ftormy the Sky. 
Night flies, and her goblin, Crew, 
When Morn is poured on the Hills j 
Light returns from the Gloom : 
But we return no n^ore ! 
Where are our Chiefs of old ? 
Where our Kings of modern Name? 
The Fields whereon they fought are filent 5 
Scarce their moflTy Tombs remain. 
We too (hall be forgot 5 
This lofty Houfe fliall fall : 

N 3 Our 



i82 SELECT LETTERS^ 

Our Sons lhall fcarce fee its Ruins on the Grafij 

And lhall afk. Where dwelt our Fathers ? 

Raife the Song, ftrike |Jie flarpj^ 
Send around the Sbell'^ of Joy ; 
Sufpend a hundred Tapers on high. 
Maids and Youths begin the Dance. 
Some grey-lock'd Bard be near. 
And fing the Deeds of other Times j 
Of Kings renowii'd in Albtoriy 
Of Chiefs we fee no more. 

Thus pafs the Night, 
Till Morn is grey in our Hallj 
Then be the Bow in Hand, 
The Dogs and Youth of the Chacej 
We afcend the Hill with Day, 
And rouze the flying Deer. 

t They drank out of fi' Shell, as great Numbfers do 
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LETTER XLIIL- 
R. G — , Efq. to Mr. Hull; 

Dear Hull, June 16. 

I SAFE arrived in Somerfetjhirej after , two 
pleafant and eafy Days Journey, and am 
now fet down to write to you, according to 
my Promife, and to note what Alterations or 
Innovations I had obferved upon, in the Modes 
and Manners of London^ fince I had not been 
there fo long before. 

This Chapter is^ reduced to fo few Heads, 
from the feveral Converfations we had together 
in Town, upon the taking down the Signs, the 
rooting up the Pofts, the paving and lighting of 
Oxford-Read^ Holborn^ Monmouth-Streetj and St. 
Giles\ the conftruding of Black-Friars- Bridge, 
fcff. that I cannot recoiled any other Remark 
I made worth mentioning, at prefenti except 
the introducing of Afles in the City, for the 
Ufe of Milkmen, Fruiterers, Hawkers, &c. 

N 4 This 
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This I thought a great Improvement^ aa 
- it fcrves to leflen the Number of Barrows that 
ufed to interrupt] Walkers on the broad Pave-r 
. ments ; but this Confideration was damped 
again at feeing the barbarous Treatment thefe 
poor Animals often fuffer from their brutal 
Guides or Riders. I often thought of Sterne 
upon thefe OccaGons.* An Afs is a dull, flow 
Creature, that will not mend its Pace for Whip 
or Spur — ^This thefe Wretches call Obftinacy^ 
and fo punifh it for a Defeft of Nature, as 
they would for a moral Vice : for if they 
reafon at all, you may be fvire they reafon thus, 
bccaufe it is wrong. 

This has renewed a Refieftlon in my Mind, 
that has often occurred to me before, upon 
the unaccountable Difpofition towards Cruelty 
cxercifed againft the Brute-Creation, which is 
too frequently obferved among the general 
Claflcs of Manjcind, who have not been rc^ 
ftrained by natural Sentiment, or refined by a 
liberal Education. 

* Sep a Paffage about an Afi in his Sentimental ^ouru^ef. 

If 
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If Sympathy, as modern Philofophers aficrt, 
be the ultimate Caufe of our being afFcded 
for others, that of Pain, one would think, 
Ihoulcj be the ftrongeft. All Men dp not feel 
Misfortunes, or fufFer Grief, alike. One Per- 
Ibn may refcnt a Mortification, or a Lofs, to 
Madnefs 5 while his more temperate Friend can 
afford his Pity or Compaffion no higher or 
further than his own P^ffions or Sentiments 
would have extended in the fame Circumftances* 
Here Sympathy is at an End, But all Per- 
fcns and Animals too are alike fenfible of 
Pain — Ergo-r^ 

We have from hence Reafon to conclude, 
that *tis more from Want of Thought, than 
of Humanity, that the contrary is fo apparent ; 
^nd this Argument, I think, is fully proved 
by the Obfer\^^tion, that Children and Fools 
^re the moft guilty of iu 

Befides which, there is a great deal in Cuf- 
tom, that may take off from the natural Feel- 
ipgs of Compaffion, with Regard to the Brute- 
Creation, among Numbers of People, fuch as 

Butchers^ 
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Butchers, Surgeons, Soldiers, (^c. A Fifh- 
woman being reprehended for the Barbarity of 
fleaing Eels alive, anfwered, that it was ho 
Cruelty, as they were fo much ufed to it ; which 
was plainly transferring the Infenfibility fhe had 
herfelf acquired, through Habit, to the poor fuf- 
fcring Reptile. This puts me in Mind of the 
Blunder of an Irijb Parliament once, that framed 
an Aft to punifh Forgery with the Lofs of 
both Ears, and fo toties quoties. 

There is alfo, I apprehend, a Sort of No* 
tion refting in uninftrudted Minds, that Mo- 
rality has nothing to do with our Aftions to- 
wards Brutes, any more than it has with Re- 
gard to inanimate Nature ; fo that many Folks, 
from fuch a ftrange Mifconception, tortirre an 
Animal with as litde Remorfe as they would 
lop oflr the Branch of d Tree. Such Pfeopte 
muft never have read the Sentence of Solo- 
mon, that a good Man is merciftd to bis Beaf \ 
nor that of Shakespeare, 

" The poor Beetle that we tread upon, 
" In corpVal Sufferance feels a Pang as great 
As when a Giant dies.** 

4 I re- 
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I rememher I was once fitting with g Frij^nd. 
and fqeing hi$ Sgn tormenting a popr Dog, by 
ni^K^Pg him Jfuffcr great Pain^ I Ipake tjbe 
Father, to reprove him for it; jto yfhich he 
coolly anfwered, that as he defigned the Boy for 
the Army, he did not care to infpire him vMx 
tQO tender Feelings. " Your I4ca might not 
" be much amifs," I replied, " if ypu meant 

to breed him a Butcher, or a Hangman.!* 
What 21 Gothic Notion, that Pravery and Hur ; 
manity w.ere incompatible [ 

Ovid feern^ to have been of my Opinion 
in the above Reproof, by making Pricfts, who 
were the firft Butchers, or Sacrificers, to have 
led the Way to Cruelty and . Slaughter-^* 

Xrimoque a cade Ferarum 

Incaluijfe put em maculatum f anguine Ferrum. 

I will not lay, hovvever, that this may be the 
Reafon why Parfons and Butchers are equally 
excluded from being on Juries of Life and 
Death, becaufe there would be a Sort of perl 
J)ulnefs in the Remark— Alking Pardon for the 

Tauto-: 
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Tautology — ^No ; the true Reafon for thcfe 
Exclufions is, that the latter arc rendered cal- 
lous, from being too familiar with Slaughter; 
and with Regard to the former, that the Mini* 
ftcrs of Peace fliould keep clear of Blood, 

A Thought has juft occurred to me. I 
have not Leifurc both to examine and to write 
it too, fo I fhall only fport it for the prefcnt. 
Perhaps, the Injun(5Hon in the Levitical Law, 
to abftain from Blood, might not have been 
meant in Derogation of Black-Puddings in tha 
leaft, but only as a figurative Manner of re- 
peating the Sixth Commandment, " Thou fhalc . 

do no Murder,** 

A Comment upon the Inhibition of Pytha- 
eoRAS, Abffine a Fahis^^ has hinted this No- 
tion to me; for the learned Bacon, which 
Name, you know, accords very well with BeanSy 
fays, that what the Sage intended by the Pro- 
hibition was, to forbid meddling with the Con- 
tentions and Strife of Electioneering, where the 
Votes or Suffrages were given, fro and con^ by 
black and white Beans; 



* Abfiain from Beans* 



And 
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And this Interpretation ought certainly to 
appear the true Scnfe of the Precept, from 
this Confideration ; for as that Philofopher had 
before reftrided his Difciples from the Ufc of 
all animal Food, on Account of the tranfmi* 
gratory Notions he had picked up in India^ 
he could not poflibly have been fo unconfcio-, 
nable, as to have laid any Manner of Reftraint 
on the vegetable Produ6t of the Earth. 

Yours, 

R. G^l 



% E T. 
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LETTER XLIV. 

^firs: -=^* tb MJ-: Hull, of Covenl-Gafieri 
Theatre, 

fTP^lHE great' Refpeflr yoa. Sir, have Htftmt 
•Jfc ta Mr. Smnstone, in dedicating* your 
Tragedy of RoisAMoND- to his^ Mcmor}% added 
to the Pleafure I have received from fome of 
your other* Poblications, wiU, I truft, plead an 
Excufe for an Intrufion from a Stranger, and 
clpedaily^ ai^ it is to beg your Acceptance of 
the enclofed Poem ; it was written by that 
Friend whofe Death you fo feelingly lament) 
it has been in my Pofleflion ever fince, or 
before that Period : of its Merits I am no 
Judge-, but from its Author, Ihould imagine 
it not deftitute, and have long regretted its 
remaining in Hands fo little capable of mak- 
ing it appear as it ought. The fincere Plea- 
fure I received, in feeing Mr. Shenstone's 
Name fo refpedlfuUy and publickly revived, 
induced me to wifti to make the Author fome 
Acknowledgment, and this appears to be the^ 
- - only 
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only Way for fliould not the Diamond have 
Brilliancy enough for the Public, yet it may 
not be an unwelcome Amufement to a private 
Friend, to remove the Dimnefs. 

I fliould much fooner have made this Ac- 
knowledgment, but from a Diffidence of its 
being accepted \ however, I hope the befl:, and 
that you will be kind enough to accept it as 
it is meant. Should it prove worthy of No- 
tice, and acceptable to fo partial a Friend, 
I fliall hope, (as I have no Copy) to receive 
your Opinion; and muft requeft it as a par- 
ticular Favour, that to any Friend you chufe 
to fliew it, my Name may not be mentioned ; 
on that Account I decline faying any Thing 
of myfelf. My Addrefs is, Csff. 

Permit me to hope you will excufe the Er- 
rprs of a weak Pen, and believe me. Sir, 

Your obliged humble Servant, 
M. . 

Dec. 28, 1774. 
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DIAMOND: 

A POEM. 

CANTO 1. 
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CXjPlb o*cr human Breafts tefiftlcfs reignSj 
Fierce in his Joys, unrivaPd in his Pains 5 
Not Jove, when Hypocrites his Shrine adore 5 
Not JuKO, when her Altars linoke no more ; 
Not Phoebus, when from Pope's encircled 
Brows 

Dennis would rend the Bays himfelf beftows^ 
Refolve fuch Vengeance, or fuch Pangs decree^ 
As owe their Rife, relentlefs Boy, to thee ! 



Vol. IL 
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By thee enflav'd, My RTiLLo long had known 9 
His Paflion laftmg, when his Hopes were flown ; 
Myrtillo, fram'd ta niskecVn Toafts adore. 
And bleft by Fortune much, by Nature more ; 
Swiftp'er thQ Spinnet-Keys his Figgers fl^w, 
And;rLove«except, to quell each Paffion knew. 
Such human Art, with Joy Apollo view'd. 
And with'forae Grapes from his own^endu'd ; 
From him, when loft Adonis caus'd her Grief, 
E'en Cylberea might have heard Relief : 
But, ah ! to cv'jy Charm, %o ev'ry Grace, 19 
That deck'd his Worc^, or fparkled in his Face# 
Endear'd his Perfon, or his Thoughts refin'd. 
The Nymph alone, he lov'd, alone was blind. 
Each other Belle the flighted Charms admir'd. 
Each other Belle the flighted Heart defir'd 5 ^ 
With pra«9is*d AirS they ftrove to pteate'the 

Swain, ^ 
With pfaftis'd Ah-s they purehasM^fli DiOain. 
No bright enamour'd Fair could e*er incline 
The Heart Lamira ftr*d without DeiBgn. 

Where cou'd he fly ?* From whence Ms An- 
• ^iJh-eafe ? * . 

The Play, the Park, ihe Ring, no more could 
pleafe ; 30 
4 Each 
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-Each fadlant Beau, with jealous Fury firM/ 
And Solitude and Sounds, with Love confpirM/ 

To-CuPiD thus, while Mufic^s tuneful Aid 
Sadden'd each Note, the Boy in Anguifh pray'dt 

Harmonious Pow'r ! Accept thefe mournfuf 
Strains, 

Reward my Paffion, or remove my Pains j 
'-€c jf thy Praife with early Gare l fing. 

If e'er thy Praife infpire my Ev'ning String, 
V Oh-! grant the Arts which make thy Glory 
known, 39 
i!f' May mpveLAMiR a's Breaft, or eafe my own.'* 

' Apollo .hcfard, and lift*ning.to his. Grief, 
Sent Maia's nimble Son to bring Relief ^ 
Hi3 Meflage known, he cleaves the yielding rSkicS^ 
And quick as Lightening 4:o.the Suppliant flies ; 
Ruffled with Winds, he fhakes^ his azure Plumes, 
And round the Place difFus'd divine Perfumes i . 
Then thus begins— " My^TiLLO ceafe to grkve. 

And from the D^i^fo*/7» Pow'r thefe Notes re- 
ceive ; ' 
" Think not by Sounds thy Paflion to renriove. 

The Breath of Mufic.fans the Fires of Love ; 

O 2 Think 
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" Think not to Mufc bends a female Ear 5 51 

(Flatt'ry, the only Sound the Fair can hear !) 
*' With Flatt'ry charm her, or with Pomp afTall, 
" Thofe laft deat Arts with Females to prevail. 

Nurs'd by Apollo long, with genial Care, 
^' This powerful Prefent from the God I bear ; 
*' Thefe he prefcribcs, with thefe he bids purfuc, 
" No mortal Female thefe untouched fhall view.** 
Thus ends the God, and in a Moment flies, 
Whilft on the Board a Shagreen Cafket lies, 60 

Long Fragrance fiU^ the Room, the fable Box 
The Maid with pious, trembling Hand unlocks ; 
She opes, out fly ten thoufand glitt'ring RayS, 
And hide the Subftance, thro' a mingled Blaze; 
The Radiance charms ; but wHen with raptur'd 
Eyes, 

And nearer View, flie piercM the brijghtDifguifc,; 
When the gay Brilliant's Luftre flione confeft. 
She elos'd the Box, and joyous thought the reft. 
A Joy like this, harmonious Orpheus knew. 
When, wond'rous Hulband ! to the Shades he 

flew, - 70 

And wand'ring *long the Gloom, with glad Sur- 

prifc 

Perceived at laft, his Confort's Iparkling Eyes. 

Ah ! 
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Ah! dear Brill ante ! few thy Story know^ 
Whofe Beauties in this Gem eternal glow j 
Yet ftiall the pious Mufe the Tale relate. 
And with her Verfe adorn Brillante*s Fate. 

Of humble Birth the bright Enchanter camtf. 
Unequal to her Beauty, Wit, or Fame 5 
Deep in a lonely Vale flie fhone retired. 
Few faw the Maid, but all who faw admir'd ; 80 
She fhun*d no Virtue, tho* fhe fought no Praife, 
And p^fs'd in quiet unexposed her Days ; 
Much had Ihe heard the various Toils that wait 
The Pride of Riches, and the Pomp of State ; 
Much her fond Mother taught, with pious Care, 
And lateft Breath, 'twas dang'rouis to be fain 
*^ Brilly," flie cried, my tender Child, fare- 
wel, 

** Shun the gay Court, and grace this humble 
Cell; 

There various Arts for Innocence are laid, 
" To ruin Youth, and trap th' unwary Maid ; 90 
" Charms in an humble State may prove a Snare, 
" But plac'd on high, they cheat the niceft Care, 
" Let ev'ry Rule my living Care fupply*d, 

When I'm unheard of, be thy Virtue's Guide; 

O 3 And 
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And cv*ry Maxim giv'n prefcrve in Store 
To guard thoie Charms I now muft view no 
more. — 

" Adieu — ^If e'er the Wiles of Courts you fec^ 
And weakening Virtue faulter, |iunk of me.'' 

Frefli Charms adornM her, as more Yean &e 
knew. 

Her Fame extended as her Beauties grew ; 100 
A rigid Sternnefs all her Beauties arm'd, 
Which ev'ry faint minute Approach alarm'd* 
The opening Rofe Ihone in her Cheeks refin'd. 
And, like its guardian Thorn, her Vhtuc join'd. 

The wondVing Prince received at length her^ 
Fame, 

And to the Court conveyed th* unwilling Danae^. 
Th* unwilling Dame to pleafe he vainly ftrove. 
Too foon fhc rais'd, but ne'er returned his Lave* 

Here long (he Ihone untainted and the fame. 
And as her Virtue, fpotlefs was her Fame ; i iQ 
By Arts unfoftcn'd, tho' by Arts improved. 
Her Charms mov'd all, by Charms herfelfun*' 
mov'd, 

, AppLto 
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Apollo burn'd-^But fince the Fair cou*d 
prove 

In courts uninjur'd, ftill reftrain'd his Love, 
And wondVing, fwore, a Nymph fo fair, fo chaftc, . 
In Fame's Memorial, by the Pow'r ftiould laft ; 
Hence, when to Dufl: diffolv'd, his fliining Frame 
Contradting, foon a glitt'ring Gem became ; 
Charms not inferior ftill the Stone retains. 
And wounding all, itfelf untouched remains. 1 20 

Thefe fignal Honours Love indignant bore. 
And vow'd to raze them, or his own reftore. 
If thus," he cry'd, " Brillante void of Pain, 
Could all-my Arrows, all my Arts fuftain, 
" Yet fhall her Fate affift my ttighted Bow, 
" And raife thofe Joys, (he ne'er deferv'd to 
know; 

*' For me her Gem its Luftre fhall employ. 

For me her Patron's hourly Rays enjoy, 
" For me o'er yielding Panes victorious move, 
" And paint in am'rous Lines th' immortal Feats 
of Love." i 30 
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Now Sol to weftcrn Climes direfts his Blaze, 
And gilds Lamira's Couch with parting 
Hays, 

The Hour, when Nymphs on airy Subllancc 
prey, 

And thiflly feed on Scandal and on Tea, 

The Moment comes-F-the Vifitants arc feen. 
With Tales replete, and grofsly filPd with Spleen ; 
The powder*d Valet trips in neat Array ; 
upright on the Tea-Board ihines the glitt'ring 
Clay; 

There 
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There artful China, piftur'd Grots and Bow'rs, 
Hills, Rivers, Vallies, Turrets, Meads and 

Flow'rs. 140 
Bright azure Pafturcs, deep impervioill Shades, 
Deferving Swains, and not ingrateful Maids j 
Beneath a cljooided Beach a Shepherd lay, / y 
And with blue Fingers play'd, or feem^ to pfay,. 
The gen'rous Nymphs forfook the neighboring 

Plains, 

To court his Paflion, or admire his Strains 5 
The eager Painter fofrti'd too quick the Glance, 
And Thirft of Gain had fpcwPd the mimic Dance, 
(Oh, hateful Av'rice ! ever doom'd to prove 
The Bane of Arts, and much unkind to Love) 1 50 
The gazing Flocks, and fofdy-treading Fawns, 
With Ears up-lifted feem to fkim the Lawns f 
Full twice a Day can this Lamira view. 
Yet bear unmov*d her §w4m his Notes renew ? 

Th' impartial Pot ^realms el}Ual Shares around. 
Scarce on the Bench is greater Juftice found j 
The Sugar finks, like ZemUa^% Hills of Snow, 
Whene'er decending Ti<fcs their Tops overflow. 
The fofc Imperial breath's a fragrant Fume^, 
AikI froiji each Cheek o^ll^ foi^th reviving Bkx^ 5 
But chief Lamira, doubly form'd ta pleafe, 161 
Shone^ Beauty's Queen, amidft her mfant Seas. 

Hail, 
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Hail, * fav'rite Plant ! whofe fragrant Scent in^ 
fpires ■ . : , 

The Statefman's Projefts, and the Poet's Fires. 
Hail, ever-lGv'd ! and tho' finnetinies you flow 
A Friend to Scandal, ne'er to Wit a Foe, 
A beauteous Nymph (Oh, hjad fhe been but free 
From Scandal's Taint) eternal breathes in thee : 
A)a ! let the Mu& (what Female can contain 
A Secret known) poor Thea's Fate explain. 170 

The A a Nymph, whom Envy, wand'rlpg o'er 
This nether Worlds to artful Momus bore ; 
Too fooft flie knew no Scandal to conceal. 
And learnt to raife it, or when rais'd reveal ; 
Htr ft^mm'ripg Tongue was fram'd to lifp Dit 
grace 

But when flie fpake, all Merit left the Place f 
Her careful Parents as flie grew difplay'd * 
Each various Branch of Slander's myfl:ic Trade ; 
The Look finccre, the deep perfuafive Wile, 
The Frown tremendous, and more dreadful 
Smile, 171 
The Wink, which more than real Blame infl:ils. 
Pity that murders, and Concern that kills. 
Malicious Whifp'rings, ever fatal found, 
Which, like retiring Partbians^ doubly wound. 

Wit 
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Wit to invent, and Malice to declare 
Difgrace on aD the Witty^ Chaftc or Fair; 
All thefe they taught, and what they uught cn- 
♦ join'd. 

And vicw'd thcmfdvts in Thea more rcfin'd. 

Ah, thoughtlefs Pairl your &tal Kindnefa 
leave. 

Nor blefs thofc Arts for which you once mxjft 

grieve. 190 
^ The Nymph with thefe, and Arts like thefe, en- 
dued. 

Charms, Virtue, Wit, with artful Spite purfu*d* 
From Earth*s Abodes, at length exil'd the Fair, 
To Heav'n confined and perfecuted there j 
There, blendmg Vice widi Virtue, Truth with 
Lies, 

Left not one Virgin to adorn the Skies. 

She told why Deities admire Perfumes, 
And trac'd the heavenly Rife of Black-Lead 
Combs J 

Gave Hints, what Stays mechanic Pallas wore. 
And why Diana chac'd the fylvan Boar ; 200 
What Mufe forgot her Eye-brow Box Ihe Ihew'd, 
And why AuR0RA*sFace with Crimfon glowed; 

She 
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5he knew that Virgin Veftal was no Saint, 
And Juno's Toilette flione with Floods of Paint-; 
That Venus fure from Nature ne'er would fwerve^ 
But for Ainbrofia, Iv'ry Teeth might ferve* 

Revenge and Rage th* qf^nded Pow'rs alamis. 
For heav'nly Breafts terreftrial Fury, warms ; 
Confcious of Virtue fome with Rage o'erflow'd ; ^ 
. Of Guilt the moit with deeper Crimfon glow-d. • 

As once, Diana chac'd along the Glade 2 n 
Htx ufual Pi^, file fpy:d th' iU-fated Maid, : 
" And, take," (he cry'd, " from Cynthia's 
Bow the Fate, 

Which injured Fame cxafts, alas ! too late !'! ^ 
She faid — the Javelin pierced her tender Side, 
And the moift Turf with guilty Crimfon dy'd j 
Quick on the Turf a rifmg Plant was fcen, 
Ayhich bears her Name, and blooms for ever 
green. 

■» 

Now Tea and Coffee fpire in Steams no more. 
Arid Cups inverted fhew the Banquet o'er 22a 
Not fb the Slander — Silvia's Hand fuftains 
A Cup enrich'd with nine important Grains 5 

From 
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From hence the Fair the Fall of Modes difc^ms. 
And Life's Events in typic Vifions learns j 
The Fair*^ important Annals hence relates. 
And with foft^ruby Lips unfolds the Fates 5 
Yet now her own for Fortune's Will difplays. 
And guides tlwfe Laws which Jove ' himfclf 

- obejrs :v ■ " ' ' ^ 

For gay Seltnda,' Vifits, Journeys,' Nfews, . 
And one poor Lover at a-Diftancc views y " ' 43b 
In Chloe's haplefs Di(h, more deeply brown, 
niie fabfc^Hohours of a Parfori's Gown 1 * 
Livonia's yields 'Groves^ Meadows,^Ficlds amj 

Lawns, , . . 

And in her own, a Star obfcuTBly.dflUrns*; 
?!' Xeltnae,*' ihe ccies, ?*>why thiit .fpiall Meteo? 
fhines, . ' ' ^ ..... ... 

:Wljich with lhei>iflies azure-Cirfclc joins i** 
But, ah ! .JArhat JVsn;yJI[yAMiB«A,iihblliexplaih 
^hy Anger,iSci3rn, rRefiaatmcintiaridaDiiiaiaih,/. .7 
When flie, too partial to the States Dcccpe, 239 

Confign'd Myrtillo, haplefs Maid, to thee ? 

■ . " ** 

c . <:** EjereDgCiiWvenge," Ihe cries, *• jnlbking 
. iDamel 

** Shall Charm8'-like.minc, inferioi^Vbifiys claim.? 

?* I too 
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I too might boaft" — Thevauntir^ Femaks rife. 
And each loud Voice united^ rcnd$ the Skies, 
Their Vi6l*ries, Spoils, and Triumphs, each avers. 
Earned in vain ! for none is heard or hears. 

So in. thofe Days, when Jove in frantic Mirth, : , 
VoucWaf 'd to comfort humble Maids on Earth, 
If one ambitious made her Conqueft known, 249 . 
Each yaiinting Female brag'd the Cafe her own* ' 

Parting, they vow Revenge; they vow in vain; 
The F^jir's Diverfions foon unite again, 

: ». 

Cupid mean Time had from Myrtxllp Qssfi' 
And on the Table drops a Bilkt-douiCi 
Thither to fcek the Glafs's timely Aid, 
For ruffled Features, hy'd th' abandoned Maid : 
But foon her Charms their ufual Force renewed. 
When on the Board the well-known Shape flic 
view'd 5 

She eyes the Wax, adorn*d with rubric Darts, 
And in the Opening, breaks three flaming Hearts. 
" A Ticket — hum — the Name conceal'd I find ; 
'Tis much in vain — his Lordlhip*s wond'rous 
kind. 262 

"Dear 
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« Dear Mufic ! Well t— tf Blifs above be giv^iW 
" And Nymphs have Souls — ^furc Mu0c is ouf 
Heaven.** 

Ah, thoughtlefs Maid ! to leek the fatal Place^ 
So long decreed Myrtillo*s Pow*r toraife; 
There firft thine Eyes devour'd the treach'rous 
Blaze, 

There firft thine Eyes occur'd with rival Rays 5 
At ev*ry Chord the fatal Luftre ftreams, 26^ 
And the gay Ring rc-gilds un.number*d Beanis« 
How killing ev*ry Sound when Splendour fires ! 
How powerful evVy Ray when Sound conlpires ! 
Mo more, frail Nymph, unmov*d fhe fees or heats^ 
But drinks deep Foifon in at Eyes and Ears. 
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NOW from Earth's Surface pearly Spangles, 
rife. 

The Morning-Star no more adorns theSkies^ 
And Phoebus ifTuing in unclouded Bloom, 
Had woke a brighter to fupply its Room, 
Lamira rofe — but difTrent far her Mien, 
Far changed her Looks, from what they late were 

feen 280 
Uneafy Thoughts each alter'd F eature fhew'd. 
And her dear Cheek with fev'rifli Crimfon glow'd. 
The Looks of Care yet lovely ftill flie bore. 
And Grief but changed the Charms revealed be- 

fore. 

Vol. II. P Doris, 
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~ " Doris," Ihe cry'd^ " what anxious Cares 
infeft, 

What Doubts difquiet my ill-fated Brcaft ? 
" Were not my Pride fuperior to my Pain, 
" I could hot flight the Boy with mere bifd&iri ; 
" With fuch high Raptures evVy Gefture fir'd^ 
" Such more than ufual Blifs his Strains infpir'd, 
" Some heav'nly Pow'r — nor let vain Tongues 

deny 291 
" The fcriouis Truth — invefts the fiavVite Boy. 
" When foothing Accents lull'd the Lover's 

Pains, 

" And AriAdne closM the dying Strains, 

" The Loves and Graces join'd in wanton Play, 

" And with the foftening Thrills I dyM away. 

How ctrftthh rmgVing live-long jQight has 
flown 

" " In fleeplefs Hours, or Sleep to Reft unknown. 
" Perplex'd awake, in vain I Sleep implor'd, 
" Sleep to ipy Eyes the fatal Form rcftor'd ; 300 
" Thro' Ih^pelefs Ways fatigu'd,by Fancy l>Qme, 
" In frantic Rage I curs'd the loit'ring Morn ; 
" O'er pathlefs Downs mcthought he wildly flew, 
" Still as he ran, my eager Paflion grew. 

In 
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In vain, with Toil fuccefslcfs, I purfuM 
" In vain, with eager Hope, the Chace renew'd. 
How wild are Dreams ! — ^the Brilliant's filvfr 
Ray 

" Scem'd from his Hand to point the wifti'd fpr 
Way ; 

" Still with repeated Strife I feek the Chace, 

" Still the fwift Boy eludes my fought Embrace : 

" Sometimes I heard fome faint imperfeft Strains 

Divinely warble o'er the echoing Plains j 
" Mov'd by the Winds, his Treflcs fweetly flov* 'd, 
" And more than mortal in each Feature glow'd. 

" Tell me, whence fpring the Tortures J endure 5 
" If this be Love, or if it be, to cure. 
" Fate fure thefe Charms for other Flames de- 
fign'd. 

For other Flames the Cyprian Queen refin'd. 

« To ftiine the firfl: at Park, at Ring and Ball, 
« To fee lac'd Valets wait in Crouds one's Call ; 
" Still to be envied, to whom this is giv'n — 321 

Ye. Gods ! how nearly Earth refembles Heav'n! 

« Ah, fickle Females ! how fliall I difplay ' 
The Revolutions of one female Day ? 

P 2 « Such- 
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" Such njamVous Changes in one Hour abound, 
" Such the Succeflion in a Moment found. 
When balanced Paffions their fliort Reign di- 
vide, 

" And Vanity and Love by Turns fubfide/* 

Thus pafs'd the doubtful Day the fault*ring 
Dame, 331 
Till in Love*s favViteHour MyRTiLLOcame, 
His radiant Buckles now their Charms difplay^ 
A*nd fet in Sable, Ihine profufely gay. 
But when he danc'd, Ihe gaz'd with raptured Eyes, 
And raptur'd Love unreal Charms fupplies ; 
No longer now unmoved fhe flights his Pains, 
But ev'ry Look her yielding Soul explains. 
Each tender Glance her fluttering Heart alarms. 
Each Adion fires her, and each Motion charms. 
This erring Nymphs an Air, a Grace may call — 
Oh, blind to Truth !— The Brilliant forms it all.* 

340 

* This was written before the Svuf-Box, at the Time 
lYiyt^zt Harborough^ perhaps about the Year 1734, and 
has a more fimple Plan than the other ; but has little or 
nothing to recommend it befides. W. Shenstone. 
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LETTER XLV. 

Mrs. — to Mr. Hull. 

PERMIT me, Sir, to affure you, that to 
. me your Manner of receiving what I 
thought only a due Acknowledgment to your 
difmterefted Friendfliip, more than even ac- 
quits a real Obligation, as well as gives me 
a fincere Pleafure in reflefting, that what I 
efteem'd is at laft in the Hands of one who 
will equally value its intrinCc Worth, and is 
fo much more capable of introducing it pro- 
perly to tke public Infpe£tion ; fuch I imagine 
is your Intention, and I moft willingly receive 
the Favour you offer, of letting me know 
your Determination-, for why may I not look 
upon the Friend of a Gentleman, whofe Me- 
mory* I efteem, in the Number of my own ? 
Give me leave fo to do, and as fuch to pre- 
fent the Compliments of the Seafon to you 
and Mrs. Hull, and cordial Wilhes for your 
feeing many happy Returns. 

P 3 The 
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The Manner of the Diamond is fimilar to 
the Poem you mention ;* but if I may, without 
expofmg my Judgment, fpeak the Truth, I give 
the former the Preference, even againft Pope, 
and this becaufe I think there is greater Deli* 
cacy of Sentiment : but what elfe could be ex- 
pcfted from a Mind, the Charafteriftics of which 
were refined Senfibility, and unbounded Bene-* 
volence ? Though, as I cannot exprefs more than 
I believe you think, I will ftop my Pen, by 
faying, that 1 truft you will allow your owa 
Wilh, relative to tht Snuff- Box, as a Plea for 
my fo foon troubling you with another Letter, 
and that I remain, with due Refpeft, 

Sir, 

Your obliged an4 obedient humble Servant, 



'Monday Night, Jan. i6, 1775. 



^ Pppe'§ Rafe of tbe Loci^ 
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P. S. I thank yqu for t^ie two Infcrjptions^ 
to the Memory of pur amiable Friend. They 
would have been agreeable -Companions to fome 
of the fame Turn already printed at the End 
of his Works, by Mr. Dodsley. That which 
was wrote by Cunningham is pofleffed of 
genuine Elegance and Senfibility. I dare fay 
you think fo. Thofe you have fent, affect 
me in the fame Manner \ particularly the Vrofe- 
Tribute, which you tell me came from a fe- 
male Pen. I think I can guefs the Writer, 
and would, when next I fee her, challenge a 
Confeflion, were I fure I could do it without 
wounding her Delicacy of Feeling. 

The Elegy \ alfo admire much. The 
Thoughts of the Author are equally tender 
and benevolent with thofe of the,- Friend, whofc 
Memory he fo pathetically • laments. The laft 
Lines of the fecond Stanza particularly pleafe 
me,' 
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INSCRIPTION 

Alluded to in the foregoing Letter* 

On the left Side 
of the fole Building I can call my own 
is confecrated 
a Monument 
to the Memory of 
the beloved and lamented 
WILLIAM SHENSTONE. 
'Tis form'd fomething like an Urn, 
and of a Subftance fo foft, 
that all his Virtues 
were with Eafe engraven on it, 
yet fo tenacious, 
they never can be eras'd : 
It is infcrib'd, with Affeftion and Refpeft, 
for the gentle and elegant Qualities 
of which he was 
the happy Pofleffor; 
and ftampt with the deeped Gratitude, 

for the Honour he had conferred, 
t)y his kind and condefcending Notice, 

on the ^ 
fberely-disj^ificd Owner. 

M. M— , 
ELEGY 
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ELEGY 

Referred to in the foregoing Poftfcript* 



WHEN Mufic awakens the Grove, 

Soft-breathing the paftoral Note, 
Ye Shepherds, who know how to love. 

Be CoRYDON never forgot ! 
Of Swains the mod tender and kind. 

Now low in the Duft is he laid — 
Ye, who knew not his elegant Mind, 

Ah, me! — What a Lofs have ye had! 

His Feelings were mild as the Air, 

That pants on the Bofom of Mayi 
His Truth as the Sun-Beam was clear. 

And his Heart was as open as Day: 
When a neighbouring Swain was in Grief, 

His Wants he would gladly fupply; 
If his Acres deny*d the Relief, 

Like him would he fadden and figh. 

His Verfe was the Pride of the Grove, 
His Song to the Valley was dear. 

And the Shepherd, who knows how to Lov^, 
Still hallows his N^me with ^ Te^r. 

When 
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When the Village is folded in Sleep, 

And Midnight invelopes the Skies, 
The Mufes ftill cluftcr, ftill weep. 

O'er the Turf where our Corydon lies. 



LETTER XLVI. 

R. G , Efq. to Mr. Hull. 

Dear, l^c. 

I Received your Letter, . and it has aftonifhed 
me, that you can be in the leafl: Degree 
hurt by the Opinion of narrow Minds. With 
Regard to the Grievance you complain of ; let 
it be always a Matter of Confolation to you, 
that the illiberal Treatment Aflors may fome- 
times meet with, on Account of their Profeffion, 
can never proceed from any but illiberal Minds \ 
*tis the Ccnfurers themfelves who become Objefts 
of Contempt, when they would render you fo, 
from that Con/tderation merely : and this Reflec- 
tion ought therefore to make you as indifferent 
to fuch Iniftances of Ignorance and lU-breed- 
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ing, as you would be to a Billingfgaie Scold, 
or a St. Giles^ Abufe. 

An Aftor is a refpcflable Charafter, while ^ 
he properly confiders, and endeavours to preferve 
the original Defign of his Profeflion ; and I have 
ever been of Opinion, and am convinced of the 
Truth of the Maxim, that afting Ihould unquef- 
tionably be accepted among the Liberal Arts, 
even with this Advantage over Poetry and Pain- 
ting, that it fuperadds Example to Document and 
Delight* 'Tis the living Morale while the others 
are but the dead Letter. The Stage is a School, 
and may be an ufeful one too — As fuch it was 
patronized and cherifhcd by the wifeft and moft 
virtuous States of Greece and Rome ; and it has 
been the Fault of Managers, not of ^ftors, when- 
ever Theatres have ceafed to afford either Pre- 
cept or Example. 

There are fo many Requifites cf Talents, 
Afliduity, and Perfon, to form a complete 
Aftor, that even a moderate Degree of Ex- 
cellence fliould be deemed fufficient Merit to 
entitle a Performer to the public Favour and 
indulgence ; to which, if an honeft, decent 

and 
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and unexceptionable Repute be joined, I can 
* fee no Sort of Reafon, in the Nature or Di- 
ftinftion of Things, why the Sock and Bujkin 
fhould not be admitted ad eundem with the 
Coif and Cowl ; fo that it muft be the per^ 
fonal Charafler, and not the Dramatis Perfome^ 
that can ever debafe your Profeffion ; in which 
Predicament, both the Parfon and the Lawyer 
ftand equally with you. 

But, indeed, the World, that illiberal Part of 
it which you hint at, are apt to confider us Au* 
thors, alfo, in the fame inferior Light they do 
A(5lors. I remember a Friend of mine, fome- 
time ago, was caft off by his Father, for having 
publiflied a very ingenious Poem, while he 
was a Student at the Temple ; and another 
Acquaintance was fevercly reproved by his Re- 
lations, for having married a Lady, qvery other 
Way worthy of his Choice, becaufe Jhe bad 
written a Book. 

Such curious Cenfors, I fuppofe, would de- 
fpife the Meannefs of my Spirit now, if I 
fliould declare to them, that I would rather 
have been Homer or Virgil, than Alex- 



« 
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ANDER or Augustus and Roscius the Ac- 
tor, than the Tribune of the fame Name; 
though the latter was a Sort of Manager^ as 
maiy be proved by his having friamed the Lex 
Rofcia^ for the Regulation of the Theatre at 
Rome. ButMt might poffibly reconcile them 
to me again^ if I fliould confefs this common 
Foible of human Nature, at the fame Time, 
that fond as I am of Fame, I would yet rather 
be even what I am myfelf now^ than the beft 
of them all then. This is fome Sort of Qua- 
lification to the former Sentiment. 

I fliali here conclude my Letter to you, 
with intreating, that you will continue to de- 
feat the Malice of fuch ignorant Cenfors, by an 
uniform Attention to the Spirit and Utility of 
that H^alk in Life, which either Fortune, or 
your own Choice, has led you into. Elevate 
your Creft ; take Ticiyyiy wag B<®*, for your 
Motto, and ftudy the following Lines, which 
this Subjeft has juft brought to my Mind. 

Pro Ubitii imponunt peragendas Numina Partem. 
Tu fulchre peragas ; cat era mitte Deo. 

Si 
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SireSle trail ^Sy Laus eft traSlare fecundas% 

Summa etiam parvis gloria Rebus ineft. 
Explodam^ Cif:§AR, male ft mandata loquertS^ 

Atque idem plaudam, fi bene Pavds agiu 
£t vitam dubitamus adbuc extendere faSlis ! 

% meriliSj Ji non "Tempore^ vive diu. 
Ni f acinus dignum tarn Longo admijferis JEvo^ 

Diceturj Nestor, ^el tua Vita brevis. 
^andocunfue exis^ fit Cur a txire decenter^ 

Et plaufu exaSlum "lurba coronet Opus. 

Unde' nessiq, 

Farewel — ^Defpife low-minded Cenfurers. The 
Drama fubfifts for the Propagation and Im- 
provement of moral Virtue. Wife Men know 
this. Your Profeffion has to you anfwered 
the deareft and beft Purpofes — (You know 
whereto I allude) — Be grateful for the Bene- 
fits, and do not let Fools put you out of 
Conceit with it. 

Yours afFeftionatcly,. 

R. G— , 



LET- 
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LETTER XLVn* 



to Mrs. S' 



Fenieij 05. 10. 



HEN I underwent the painful Ccrc- 



y V mony of taking Leave of the worthy 
Family I have left with fo much Regret, I 
remember you charged me to write as foon 
as I fhould reach this Place; I accordingly 
■begin my Tafk, and am very happy to have 
an Opportunity of writing tp you a good 
long Letter, without the Expence of Poftage, ' 
which I have not the Vanity to fuppofe my 
Epiftles deferve 5 I fend this by a pretty Sort 

of Man, whofc Name is ^ and who, I 

fhould fuppofe, has fome ftrong Attachment 
in your County, which induces him to take fo 
long a Journey at this rude Seafon of the Yean 

We were very fortunate in Weather, and 
found the Roads as good as the Nature of the 

* This Letter (like fome others in this CoUedlion) is 
piirpofely milpiaced in Point of Date, in order to connedt 
I.ratter rather than Periods. 




Country 
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Country will allow them to be. Some Parts 
of Savoy are frightfully wild and dreary, other 
Parts very romantic and beautiful. I was vaft- 
ly amufed with the Mannef of croffing Mount 
Cents : the Chairs we are carried in, or rather 
cny refemble a good deal a Cbinefs Palanquin, 
only they want a Canopy over them ; the 
Chairmen are certainly the beft in the World, 
or it would be both dangerous and frightful; 
it feems to me, that they have the Strength 
of Mules, and the Agility of Goats, for they 
run down the Precipices, and bound from 
Rock to Rock, in a mod: aftonifhing Manner. 
The Afcent of the Mountain is three Miles, 
on the Side of Savoy^ the Plain on the Top, 
fix Miles in Length, and the Defcent on the 
Turin Side, fix Miles more ; we had four Mea 
to each of the Ladies' Chairs, and fix to the 
Gentlemen's, and after carrying us thefe fifteen 
dreadful Miles, they were quite delighted that 
our Party took them on Yrom Novalefe (a fmall 
Town at the Foot of Mount Cents) to Sufa^ 
which is nine Miles further, and they carried 
us the lafl: three Leagues in an Hour and a 
Half, laughing and jefting with each other all 
the Way, as if they had been doing a Thing 

;ncrely 
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fricrcly for Sport and Amiifemcnt ; fo you fee, 
how vifiblc the Goodnefs of Providence is to 
all Creatures ; thefe poor Souls, who fpend all 
Iheir Lives in the utmoft Indigerlcej and in- 
habit a Country that feems only fit for Sa- 
vages, if they are denied the Luxuries of 
Life, are amply repaid in the Enjoyment of 
a double Portion of Health and Strength. 

We (topped a few Days at Lyons^ Turin^ 
jMiian and Verona^ and faw every Thing wor- 
thy a Stranger's Curiofity, in each of thefe 
fine Cities; nothing amufed me more, than 
feeing a Parcel of Jngels walking about the 
Streets of Milan ; they were fine Cherry- cheek'd 
fioys, ready dreffed for a grand Proceffion that 
was preparing for the Day following, in Ho- 
nour of the Virgin Marfs Birth-Day. Fenice 
is a very magnificent Place, and poflefles the 
Charm of Novelty in a much higher Degree 
than any of the other Places I have named ; 
'tis impolfiblc to give a ftrORger Idea of it, 
'tis in a Stile fo peculiar to itfelf. The Mafk^ 
ing is begun, which is extremely entertaining : 
I ftiould be cxceflively happy to pop in amongft 
your dear Society fomc Day, when you are all 

Vol. II. aflTcmbled; 
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afiembled ; I afTure you, it would be 00 fmall 
Surprize to fee me in a Venetian Drefs^ it 
^ confifts of a long black filk Cloak, called here 
a ^abora; a Baouiaj wliich is made of black 
Lace, three Quarters of a Yard bng, and 
five Times as wide, and hangs aboijt the ShouU 
ders like a Petticoat ; it has a Hood to it, which, 
when you chopfc to be concealed, covers the 
bottom Part of the Face to the upper Lip, 
the reft is hid by a white Maik, and the 
Women wear on their Heads a Man's Hat 
fmartly cocked ; the Venetian Women, who 
are rather mafculine in their Manner, look 
ftill more fo in this Dcels. 

Whe have had the — " kem 
for ten Days, which made the Town ^ aKves 
1 will defcribe to yqu one of the Enentaia* 
ments made for him, and that will fi»ve as 
a Specimen of all the re& ' Our Ef^lifi> Re* 
fident had not then got into his Palaqe, (as ii 
is juftly called, being a noUe one) ib that he 
could not make any Entertainments for tbt' 
■ but I partook fome excellent Mufiic 
one Morning in a private Manner, which he 
fcemed to enjoy the more for being fo. The 

Night 
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Night after — ^ s Arrival, Count 

the — Ambaffador, invited 

all the ^ngtijhs the foreign Nobility that don't 
bdopg to Venice^ and all the foreign Minifters, 
tp a magnificent Supper. The Ambafladrefs 
received her Guefts with mingled Grace and 
Dignity ; (he is really a fine Woman, and her 
Beauty was heightened by all the Elegance of 
Dtrfs, . Spon after the Company were aflem- 
bled, a mo(l^ delightful Serenade began upon 
the Water, which was not only delightful to 
the Ear, , but iformed a yery beautiful Objedh 
tp the Sighti for the Muficians were placed in 
a large open Barge finely illurpinated 5 the Har- 
mony drew around them an infinite Number 
cf Gondolas belonging to the noble Venetians^ 
w^Q could no otherwife partake of this Feaft ; 
for, by their Laws they are fepluded from all 
Coipmerce wi^h Strangers, that are in a public 
Charadtcr, ^jVt proper Intervals of the Mufic, 
all Sorts of Refreftiments of Ices, Fruits, Sweet- 
meats, Lemonades, i^c. ^c. were prefented to 
the Company, who, when they had liftened to 
the. Serenade for fp.me Time, changed the Scene, 
cither fat down to Cards, or formed little chat- 
ling Parties. When ^the Card-Tables broke 

0^2 up. 
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iip, a very elegant Concert, compofcd of i 
few choice Pieces of Mufic, jperformed by the 
very beft Hands, agreeably filled up Time, 
till a moft magnificent Supper was fervcd. 
When the Company tofe from Table, Cofiee 
Was brought, which is the Cuftom here after 
Supper, as well as after Dinner; when this 
was over, a fuperb Barge attended, in which 

— y and all the Ladies, and a fuitable 

Number of Gentlemen were placed, and rowed 
to St. Mark*s (which is the only public Place 
here for walking) followed by the Mufic, the 
reft of the Company in their Gondolas, and 
thofe of the noble Fetictians which the Harmony 
had attradled. After walking foi* fome Time 
to enjoy^ the cool Air, the Company retired 
to a very elegant Apartment, which the Am- 
bafladrefs has on the Plite of St. Marky where 
fhe receives her Company, when flic chufes to be 
ih private. When we had chatted here for Half 
an Hour, it was found to be a proper Time to 
retire, as it was three o*Clock in the Morning 5 
and fo ended this agreeable Even, every Part* 
of which was employed in fome innocent Amuife^ 
ment, without any Thing being hurried or con- 
fulid. 1 have been the more particular in this 
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Account, that you may fee, my gopd Fficncl^ 
that Tafte and Elegance is no more wanting 
in Venice^ than it is ip the gay Metropolis of 

I hope you will fbon indulge me with a ^ 
Letter, and that it will bring me a good 
Account of yourfelf, and every worthy Indi- 
vidual of our Friends ii> Friendfliip aflen^bled j 

I long to hear that gpod Mrs. is . well 

re-eftabli(hcd in her Health; ftie is a worthy 
Soul, and one cannot help wilhing fuch People 
XQ live for ever. I hope, my dear Friend, 
though fuch a cruel Diftance divides us, th^p 
I am not efteemed ^e lel3, or lefs remem^ 
bered, than if I wa$ with you ; I |ind the 
fame Warmth of AflTcftion towards all our 
Frjcnds, as if I were not abfent, therefore beg 
you will give my beft Affe<flion§» 

I went the other Day to fee the Ceremony 
of a Nun taking the laft Veil, and 'tis very 
awful and melancholy. I will defcribe it to 
you as concifely as poffible, Firft, the divinip 
Service is performed with very fine Mufic, both 
' 0,3 vocal 



t 
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vocal and inftrumcntal, in the Church ©f tK« 
Convent ^ then a little Door is opened in the 
Crate of the private Chapel, before which th* 
Nun is feated on a Chair of State under a 
Canopy, with a Prayer-Bopk in her Hand* 
till the Service is finilhed j (he then" coin^ 
forward, and kneeling at the Grate, repeats to 
a Prieft the Vows of the Order, and pronui[c$ 
Obedience to the Abbefsj Ihe then rifes/ and 
the Nuns take off her white Veil, and* put on 
a black one, after which (he kneels^ and igys 
fome Prayers ; then fix of the Sifters advance, 
any hold over her a purple Pali, whilft Part of 
the Funeral-Service is read, during which Tinac 
Ihe is fuppofed to be 4^a4} they then tako 
away the purple Cloth, and the Abbefe ^lacc$ 
on her Head a Crown richly ornamented with 
Jewels, to (ijgnify that (he dies to the Worl4 
and rifes "agaiq to Glory ; fhe then receive* 
from the Prieft a Tablet, with the Rules of 
the Order, which Ihe reads over and kiflies ; 
then, with the Tablet in one Hand, and a lon^ 
Wax Taper, ornamented with Wreaths of Flo- 
wer?, in the other^ fhe walks flovvly round the 
Chapel, followed by the reft of the Nuns, ancj 
depoGts the Tablet on the Altar. Th|fs ends 

the 
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the melancholy Ceremony. This young Lady 
was very pretty, and not above feventcen ; wc 
idl thought Ihe had an Appearance of great 
Conftraint in her Ch«arfulncfs ; but wc were 
aflured, it was entirely her Choice, that (he 
had a large Fortune, had buried her Father, 
and was Mlftrels of herfelf ; perhaps it may 
be the Taftc of the Family, for another Sit 
ter profefiied laft Year in the fame Convent*. 

Though we are fcarce iettled here, I was 
determined I would not lofe fo fair an Op- 
portunity of writing to you, fo hope you will 
excufe fo vile a Scrawl, and believe me, when 
I alTure you, there is nothing more true, than 
that I am, my good and amiable Friend, ever 
moft fincerely and affcftionately yours. 



0^4 LET- 



>32 SELECT BETTERS, 



LETTER XLY«L 

r — rr tO MrS: S— — . • 

Janice, Dec. 25. 

MAY every Blefling of this chcarful Sea-? 
fon await you, and every Individual <^ 
the happy Family and Friends yoq are with! 
May your Plealyrcs be unmixed with Pain, 
and your Years numerous and happy !- — Re- 
ceive thefe fervent Wilhes of an exiled Mem- 
ber of your worthy Society, and be aflurcd^ 
that though you are all abfent from my Sights 
you are ever prefent to my Mind. I wrote 
you a long Letter, near thrA Months ago, 
by a irdcb Gentleman, who aflbred me, he 
Ihould be in your Part of the World as iboa 
as the Poft when, to my Surprize, three Weeks 
ago, I heard of his being at Turin^ where he 
will ftay the Winter ; therefore, as I am quite 
in the Dark, in regard to the Fate of my 
uFifortunate Epiftle, I could not be eafy till 

I had 
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I had again fet Pen to Paper, to, requeft you 
mil ,all continue xq love me as 1 do yoo^ 
which I affurc you is with undipainiflied Truths 
I believe I told you ih ihy laft/ how to for^ 
ward ft Letter to me j but for feat you hzvi 
iiever received it, I will /repeat it : if you can 
fend i( to any Friend in Landofi^ and giet theih 
to forward it by the JPenny-Poft to — >r4 



You^ old Acquaintance, Dr. T-«-t— , hai 
.been bei:e fome Time; and though he feeft 
a thoufand M9de8 which we kmow to be very 
difguftful to his StviEt Principles , of Decorum 
and' Propriety, he pipferves tte fame Tran- 
quility of Temper as ufual. His Benevolence 
of He^rt can never leave him. He has formed 
2l Kind of Intimacy with a young Countryman 
pf his, whofe Father lives in the fame County 
where the Doftor*s Eftate lies. On this Foun^ 
dation alone, he aflumes a Sort of parental 
Authority over the young Traveller, advifcs 
and reproves him : but then you know his 
fanner ^ his Advices arc but foft Solicitations, 

and^ 



134 SELECT LETTERSl 
and his Reproofs but frtendlf Adtnonmons* 
i^ow delightful to behold, in a Mm <if hit 
advanced Tears, fiich a foft Concern, and rt^ 
dy Allowance, for the f?aiJings 4Sf YouA 1 Ht 
iays, the Youth has too ilrong a. Turn for 
Diifipttion ; but theie are Qj^icies which weit 
defexve a Friend's Endeavours to iwlaim him^ 
How* unlike isheco— * — — • ~ — 




X am become wonderfully fond of the maf- 
quing Drds, md am told, I wear it juft as 
well a$ a VMitian ^ 'cis-4bei nxift comfortabW, 
waroiy Walking-I>rcfs that can be cooocived^ 
I hare ko^ Hou&. tfaefe laft nine Days, bo* 
i^aufe it was piohstmed, :bti< to-morpow Maf* 
<}isidg begins again^ and continues till Ixoit 
I am told we had an Earthquakct but^ thank 
.<7od, I did not parceive it : iinoe tbat^ dieie 
Ittd been very tcmpeiluous Weather, and vio* 
Jent Snow and Rain, which, added to a high 
Tide, overflowed all the Canals, and I Cant 
.but fay, at that Time,' Venice gism tat. -a ^rig 
Idea of the univerfa) Deluge, 

4 There 
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There , have * been four Theatres open till 
within thcfc nme Days^ and I am told^ in, the 
Carnival there will be no lei^ than ieven. The 
comic Opera was very pleafingt in Point of 
Mufic, ^nd alwayfL cmudcd 1 but the ierioui^ 
Opera nobody coold bear, thougb ^ ■ ^ . 
fung in it, and > .who ia jjeckoaed 

one of the beft tenor Voices, if not the vcrf^ 
beft, now living. By this you will perceivq 
how the Efigli/h and li^ian Tafte for Mufic 
differs 5 though I muft fay, I believe the great- 
eft Admirers of — ^-^-^ would ajlow hr is 
much altered for the worfc ^ for my own Partis 
bad I not remembered his Vtrbi^y. I (bould 
not have had the ktft Recoik^bn of him £roa> 
his Voice. The Theatre, he pcrforcncdat, waa 
enditly fitted up with Glafs^^ both, the Stage; 
and aU the Boxes, whid^ when well Kghted, 
]iad a fine Efib^. There was a Change of 
the Scenes for one pf the Dances, that was,, 
I think, one of the moft beautiful Things I 
ever behekL 

The lialian Comedy does not delight- me 
piuch, for I do not underftand the Language 

well 
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well enough yet, to be amufed with the Bon^ 
mofs of Harlequin, and to laugh at him 
becaufe he has a black Face, and at Pan^^ 
T A LOON, merely for having a long Beard ; it 
» not what I feel myfclf much difpoied to 
do. I underiland the Italian Tragedies better 
than die Comedies, but I find the Adors in* 
finitely below ours. I intend to be very ftu^ 
dious, and when all the Family are gadding 
to the Opera ahd the Play, I fljall fit at hpm« 
and drudge at the haRan^ 

' We have, at prcffent, a fecond Edition of 

the r — — ^ who has been at 

tike a Week, but on Mmday next he leaves 
us entirely. This Time he has fpent molt 
of his leifiirc Hours with our Refidcnt, and 
cxpreflcs great Pleafure in being received on 
an intimate and eafy Footing; he is really 
a very fenfible and agreeable Man, and, as far 
as can be judged from outward Appearance, 
is very amiable : he has with him two young 
German Barons, who are alfo very pretty Kind 
pf Men, and fpeak Englijh fo well, that it is( 
a Comfort to hear them. 

J am 
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I am oj^liged to you for the Anecdote re- 
lating to — ~ ~ — — — 



The Variety of different Charafters, fiom 
different Nations, which we meet here, is be- 
yond Belief aftonifhing; a defcriptive SatiriiJb 
might find great Employment^ and entertain 
you highly. You know I am not fond of 
Satire ; but I will endeavour, in plain G>lourSa 
to paint one Char^ftcr, becaufe very lingular, 
k is that of — — , — _ — 



Wc 
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Wc majr give ourfelvcs what Aira. we j>Iaftfe 
about our En^UJh Liberty, but foF (he LadiiS^ 
Italy is undoubtedly die Land ef pcrfe&Free-^ 
dom 1 to all pviblic Pteces, they conftandy go- 
in -Pairs, with their Cavalier^ServenteSf^ ^Oid 
me much* in Mind of the Htan zndt unclem 
Beads going into* the Ark* What would bc^ 
come of the Reputation of a miferable EngUfi 
Woman, if ihe wa$ to go to the lHay wkh* a 
Man iete-d-tifiiT And yet that is conftantly* 
done here without Imputation of Wrong— Ii? 
fbott, if a Woman has any Mind to be wicked^ 
Ktnki feetins ti> be the laft Vk/cz in die Wor^ 
to give her bietter Sentim€nts# 

How delighted fhould I be to furpn2e the 
dear Society, fomc Night or -i^er, when you^ 
jrre over your fbber Game erf Quadrille^ » 
my white Mafquc and Man's- Hat \ you haw 
mr Notion with- what an Air I lia^e ItmiHk 
tor- put it over -my right Eyer wiU -not de* 
ipair but^ that we may again- meet.* 4iappi^ 
ttnder that hofpiiable -Roof^ -wJiere ibr ibine 
Weeks, in the Enjoyment ©f fucl> friendlyc. 

Con- 
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Conyer&tion, I tafted fo much real Happinefi 
add Peace, 

I did not know^ before I bud the melancho- 
ly EzpeckiKe of how very irkfome and 
painful a Feel it is, tx> be lb very far from 
thofc we truly regard. Adieu { my dear 'Friends, 
may Heaven ihower upon you all its choiceft 
Bleflings, is the fmcere and conftant Prayer 
tf yovff ever faithful and afie&ionate 



LETTER XLIX. 
Dr. A J to Mr. Hull* 

THE only Tafk you enjoined me on lea- 
ving Engkmdj is, perhaps, the moil dif- 
ficult you could have exaAed from me 5 never- 
thelefs, I am refolved to attempt it for, how- 
ever you may be difappointed in my Pcrfor- 
Qiance, I (ball, at leaft, have the SatisfaAion 

of 
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of prpying, that I chearfully obey any RequdB 
of yours, and, though furrounded with DifficiiV 
tics, I enter upon the Performance of my Pro- 
mife with Courage; well knowmg, from the 
Candour of ydur Difpofition, that you will acM 
cept of art earneft Defirc on my Part to gr* 
tify your laudable Curiofity, in Lieu of greatei* 
Abilities^ for fuch an tlndertaking. 

I ' am not furprifed, that a Perfon of ypun 
fpeculativc Turn (hould feel an earneft Defirc 
to be made acquainted with fomc Particulars 
relative to the wife and complicated Govern- 
ment of the Republic of Vemce \ it juftly meriss^ 
the Attention of the fenfible and curious Part 
of Mankind, were it only to difcover by what 
Means it has ba?n pfeferved nearly in the fame 
State, for fuch a Number of Agesj but it is 
hardly pofiible to arrive with Certainty at this 
Knowledge ; for there is no Subjeft the Vcne^ 
tjans are fo tenacious of converfing upon as^ 
Politicks, profound Secrecy being the gtpat 
Engine on which this very fingular Govern^ 
uient turns. I find one muft not depend toa 
much on the Accounts of thofe who havo- 
written upon the Subjedt^ for after allowing 

the 
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utrtofl: to their Int^rity and Induftry, 
they muft have been often liable to Mifinfor- 
mation, belidcs the unavoidable Change that 
Tinie • naturally produces in all fublunary 
Things. I havsc now lying before me a Hi- 
ftory of the R^public^ by Amelot de la 
H01TSSAI5 one by St. Disdier, and another 
by die • Abbe'e La^gier, of a much later 
Datcy Md I (hall: freely tranfcribc from thefe 
Authors, in as fuccinft a Manner as poflible, 
all fuch' Paflages as coincide with the prefent 
State of Things,: but the moft pleafing Af- 
fiftant' I promifc myfelf is, Mr. Smith, wha 
Iter- bccn fettled in this City a great Number 
of Yeari, and was formerly the Srittfi Con-- 
fo! ; 'he is now rctifed ftom Bufincfs, and de- 
Votes his Time to the Study and Encourage-, 
ment of the polite A«rts, of which' he. is a li-'' ' 
beral Proteftor; he is, at prefent, appointed 
ChargS d'Affmrts^ by our Court, uU the Ar- 
rival of Sir James Wright, , who fucceed^ 
the ppefent Ambaffadof at ConJUfttinopU in the 
Refidentfliip of Venice. I am forry the new 
Minifter is not expedted during. my^Stay here, 
fefj as I am told, he has Ipent fcime Time in 
tHi» Capital, when upon hi« Travcfe in a pri-* 
^C^OL. II. R vatc 
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vate Charafter. Under his Aufpiccs» I mighty 
pcrhapsi with more Eafe, have purfued my 
Refearches. Mr. Smith is an intelligent, ieofi* 
ble Man^ and preferves^ in a very advanced 
Age, a Degree of Politenefs, Vivacity and ^ 
Good- Humour, rarely to be met with^ which 
renders his Converfation as pleaiing as it is 
inftrudUve. This Gentleman is married to the 
Sifter of Mr. Murray, the late Refidcnt, a 
very amiable Woman ^ their Houfe is open 
e\ cry Evening to the Englijb^ in the moft cafy, 
agreeable Manner, where I have infinite Pka* 
fure in talking over, in a polite chearfiil Cir^ 
cle^ the Virtu that has engag^ my Attentioot 
in the Morning; but through this Correlpoii- 
dence, I ihall not prophane my favourite Sulv 
jed, by introducing it with the dry on^ your 
Curiolity has led me to. 

As St. Disdier is my favourite Writer on 
the State of Venice^ I fhali be^ with his 
Account of the Origin of this City, but muft 
firft endeavour to make you. acquainted with 
the Lagiaus^ (or Lakes) which I look tipoo^ 
to be the great Sources of Health and Pka^ 
fure, to the VcnttiaiUj as wdl as the Adteos 



iby which all their Wants are fupplicd ; nothing 
cah be mofe delicious, thaii the Airings the 
Nobility takie on thefe Lakes during the Sum* 
ftier Seafon^ fometimes attended with a Barge 
filled with Muficians^ and often tite-a-tete with 
their Cicijbwj in a Gondola^ which is an eafy 
and luxurious Conveyance* The Lagunes are 
formed by a ftrong Bahk of Sand^ at the En^ 
trance of the Gulph, which extends from South 
to Weft about thirty*iix Miles^ and is abouC 
fix Hundred Feet in Breadth ; the Sea< ha- 
ving broke through the Bank in fix difFerenc 
Places^ has covered with Water all the low 
Land for feven of eight Miles, leaving a Num- 
ber of fmall IQands, upon which are built the 
Towns of the LaguHes. The fix Paflages above- 
mentioned^ are the only Ports by which Vef- 
feb carl approach to Feme. Firft, that of 
Brondoloy to the South; fecondly, Chiofa^ (an 
cpifcopal Cixy \) i\i\r6\y^ Malamocco \ fourthly^ 
IJddy (oppofite to the Eaft Point of Venice •y) 
fifthly, S$, ErafmuSy and fixthly, the three 
Ports ; by this laft, only the fmall fifhing Barks 
can pafs. 



In 
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. In the Year 407, the Golbs^ under the Com* 
maad of RADACAisys, ;,having broke like a 
Torrent into put all the Inhabitants to 

the Sword, who attempted to oppole their Fury ^ 
the People who were (ituated near, the Ijigtaus 
(I have above defcribed) found no Afyltim fa 
iecure as thoie marmme Ides, the nooft Part oC 
which were only inhabited by Filhennen : heiq 
die Fugitives rcniaiDed in Safety, until Ac 
neralsy ient by the En^ieror HoKorius, (havii^ 
defeated the Barbarians) left the afirighted Wan-' 
dcrers at Liberty to return to the Tarra Finma^ 
la the Year 413, the . horriblr Ravages, com^ 
rnxxs^hf x\i^JlfigotbSj under Alaeick, :Qiai|q 
the lame People a fecond Time fcek their fot^ 
mer Retreat ; and as thefe Invaders ftaid longo; 
ip luly than thofe kd by Rabaoaisus^ the; 
Fugitives b^aa to build thetnfelycs Vooiforta^ 
bk Habitations on thefe Iflands. The PadMoms^ 
ip whom thefe Ifles belonged,* had ^ Port a^ 
that of RialtOy (joow called Fcmcej znd die 
Senate having rcfolyed to. make Jt. a coofidca 
rable Place, not only by Way of Afylum £k 
their Subjccb, but alfo to Iecure their Trade 
by Sea, fent, in the Year 441, three Confuls, 
who proclaimed it a fiec Port, fo that m a 

I fhort 
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(hort Time it was peopled, not only by th&fe 
who retired to the Iflands for Safety, but by 
many Pwfoos of all Ranks, ^ho left tlk Terra' 
Firma td feule there. The third Und^takihg' 
<rf the Barbarians, under Attila, King of the 
Huftf^ threatened Italy with total Defolation ;' 
that Scourge of the Aimighty^^ as fee was juftlf ' 
denbniinated, jiavirig caiifed Germanyy France^l 
^d Ita^^ td -be laid Wafte, returned in the 
Year 4^3^ a fecorid Time into the laft-named 
Country, and deftroyed -P^v/j, AClahj Tadudj^ 
Aquilea^ and' many other great Towns, " the' 
miferable Remains of j^vhole- Inhabitants fifiifh- 
ed the P^eopling' note "only of 2?/W/<7, but air 
the other : Iftes of the Lagunes\ and entertaih-* 
ing'no Hopo of retuilihg to their nfiilied Ci- 
ties, they caufed to bcC trafifporfed fpbm -the 
Terra FirrMj Marble^ 'fitid^ other Materkfe of 
their demolifhed Palaces 5 fo ihkt, -in the Space' 
of about fifty Years, . not only the People of 
Rank, but -even thd Artizans,' were conve- 
niently lodged. Paduii^^in^ iLt length Teifhu^ ' 
bliflied, and feeing become confideribte, ' 

by the Number of its* inhabitants, the Sehate 
thought proper to fend'Confuls to govcrn'thc'^ 
People, with fome Appciarancc of Alitho^tyi . 

R 3 
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but in Time the richpll and moft powerf\il 
of the Inhabitants of thefc Iflcs got themfelves 
declared Protcftors of thi^ People, with the 
Title of Tribunes. In the Year 709, the Tri- 
bunes of the twelve nipft confiderabfc Iflands 
of the Lagunes^ j^dgii^g \% nepefiary to have 
a better Form of Government, refolved to com* 
pofe a Hepublic, ^nd to eleft a proper Pcrfon 
from among themfelvps tp be thpjr Chief or 
Prince ; but as dicy knew tliey had np Right 
to tajce this Step agaipft the Will of the Pa^ 
duanSy to whom they wpre ind^cbted for the 
Place of their Refi^cnce, they fent Ambal- 
fy to the Em.pefpr Leo, who was Sovereign 
of the whoje Country, and to Pqpc John the 
Eifth, to obtain their Pern)i(Son tp eleft a 
Fiince, to wham they g?ye the Titk^ of Doge. 
Paqlp Luce AN^rEjiE, Ujc firft Dpke of 
Fcmce, was eleftcd z88 Years after Rial to wa^ 
pjociaimed a free Pprt by the Ta^m, Thh 
Eledion was nuide «f Eracka^ a Tc;yn of 

• tbe lA3guf;cSy in the Yetr 709 ; at this Place, 
tUc firll three Doges refided. Thefc Princes 
ruled with 4bfolute Bower till H72, when, 
upon the Eledion of Sebastian Zianj, tl«t 
Form pf Suvernment became democratic al., and 

4 c^?* 
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continued fo till 1289, when the Doge, Pietro 
Gradenigo, found Means to change it to an 
Ariftocracy, this he efFefted by gettmg a De- 
crce pafled in the ^arantU Ctiminak^ that' 
all thofe who had compofed the great Council 
for four Years, fhould be ballotted for in that 
Chamber of Jufticc, and fuch of them who' 
had twelve Balls in their Favour, and who 
attended the Council on a certain Dajr, at an 
appointed Hour, (hould have their Names 
v^tten in a Book, called // Ubro ffOro^ and 
that they and their Defcendants (hould form 
the great Council forever. As this Intrigue 
was managed with much Secrecy, none had 
Notice to attend, but thofe whom the Doge 
and hiai Party approved of, or who had Friends 
in the ^arantia. When this chofen Number 
were affembled, at the Ringing of a Bell, the 
Doors were locked, and no iftore fufFered to 
enter. This the Fenetians call **^J7 Serrar del 
Canfiglioy^ and is one of the moft remark- 
able Epochas of their Government : though 
this Step wrefted all Share of the Adminiftra- 
tion out of the Hands of the Citizens, and 
unjuftly deprived fome Families of their Ti* 
tic to Nobility, yet it was owing to this Event, 
R 4 that 
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that the Republic eftabliftied a more peifcdtx 
Form, of Governqient than flic before enjoyed,! 
and whick continues, with very little Change, 
to this Day* Bayamonte Tiepoli, the Head 
of oi^e >of the mod: antient Families of the 
Republic^ joined the ^irini, and fbme other 
iUuftrious Perfons, in ^ Confpiracy to facrificc 
the Doge, to their Refentment, for this Innova- 
tion^ but ^11 the CQnfpirators perifhed in thc| 
Enterprilc,; and this Attempt only occafioned^ 
frelb Regulations^ whicfai mpre fecurely eft^blifh*. 
ed the rnew Form of governments . •\. 

' Accept, of thus much, by Way of Intio*. 
dudion to a Sketch of the prefent State of thp; 
Republic of Fenice^, and- in my next, I ftiall. 
have , the Honour , to, introduce yoij to Sua 
Serenjtva,. the Dogc^j^but .at prefent the Poft -^ 
will only allow me Time to aflure .you hovrr 
fmcerclyj am- ^ . / 

Yours, £4?^. 
' - * * , ■ • 

• » 

LET; 
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LET T E R L. • , 

Dr. A*- — -t Bd'Mn Hj^w 

JPromifed ia Jaft to mtroduce you to 
Ihe Doge oi Fcnutt I ihiok . you 
fwill agr<^e with me, t^iat his Serenity is a 
i^ry Ulicomfortable Being. .Since the Period 

J? Serr^r del CffftfigUo^ his Fow/^r h^s 
-dually 4c(;rcafed. A Procurator of St. Jkfiir>t 
is ^oeraUy ele<3:ed Prince, who Im Ux^ 
ved the Republic io cxpenlive Jplmbaffies, or 
in the firll Offices of the State.. Although 
he has the Name <£ Spvercign, the Power 
j!emain$ with the Senaqps wd having Jittle 
Influence in the Affairs of the State, great 
Wifdom h by |io Means an efiential Recom- 
;fnendauon to this high Rank^ an advanced 
Age, and eafy Pifpofition, and illuftrious Birth, 
are the Qualifications chiefly fought for in the 
JDqge ; his Children, Grand-Children, and Bro- 
thers are difqualified from holding any conli- 

derable 



250 SELECT LETTERS, 
derablc Employment conncdtcd with Govern- 
ment during his Reign. His Wife was for, 
mcrly treated en J^rimeffg^ and crowned with 
great Magnificence, but that Cuftom is now 
exploded; however, flic ftill retains the Title 
df Dogerijfa. Though the Doge prefides at 
all the Councils, he is only acknowledge Head 
tf the Senate, at the Tribunals, and in the 
Palace of St. Mark. He cannot leave the 
City without the previous Leave of his Coun- 
fellors ; he is allowed no Marks of Diftin^on 
in his Drefs or Equipage when he makes pri- 
vate Vifits, or leaves the City, except that his 
Family are fuffcred to ufe Gold of Silver Lace 
on their Liveries, and in the Ornaments of. 
their Box at the Theatre; and the Ladies 
wear rich coloured Gloaths at pubiio Feftivals, 
when the Pragmatka obliges the other noUe 
Venetians to appear in black* Uporr public 
Occafions, his Serenity ge^nprally wears a Vcfl: 
and Ducal Mantle of Brocade of Gold or 
Silver, lined with Ermine, a Cap of Crimfon 
Velvet, with a Border of Gold, to reprefcnt 
the Diadem, and under it a fliort Hood of 
Gauze, and Shoes of Crimfon Damaflc. The 
Sword of State is qarried after thf Prince, and 
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flic'I^^He&dl o£ thfe S&ga6iff^ t» (hew where.' 
^V>hetA^'Fm'it iSt-todged?> ^^'-folding Chair, 
■wfeFt' aP^k Prsftfit, ^>«»^d»t of Brocade, 
>Wffi afiSSft**^ theJfiMSb t<^^'this Foot on,: 

are car- 

riW ^>frHIl' tKJg^^g^n'^aropjUc^bceffions; 
*0^^hfe?8ii^h^i3%lftf•^^R^s^'■k^^^a was pic- 
fi^(*^ti^*e'HSte»s«S;'rseiks%iAWfinZiANi by 
V^mik.yi)i9mii ^ Tftftf#-ifti»cknowlcdg- 
iiftf«"bf*Jty^PW(t«AieHc>'lsa?'3r^v4d from the 
He^'irtJlIt^ V?h««ici^{<hJfli*»M9ji^ the Emperor 

m*^bK^te'%tciaeH"j/rl)c* has th« 

^ier)6fi<»i-«Bi^''^a'''S^«^'Mnce, but to 
l^lit^'thit aiKt'bOi? sittaiehbd^to his Perfca 
dR>n^«3S!fetiifl'3!*jJ-s '^ulJ^'^tliem- 'in ' his Abfcnce 
|ir'4ta|refl?ng Colle^^ -Though all Dif- 
jrio^ kfe'writtdS in theNaitip of the Prmcc,- 
aisit the Anfwcrs addreffed lio him, yet he can. 
ndc open them without the Members of the Col- 
Ifg/i being prpfent, whereas they can open, and 
furel^'anfwcr them, without his being prefent j and 
to fheiv that his fowcr and Influenpe is merely 
itmiginary, the Senate neipljep propofc ?ny Qucf- 
tjpn, or tilK ?ny Refplpticfp, till he and hts 
CbunfeHors are withdrawn j they the} examine 
^ AfFaifs iinder Debate, take the ^dvice of 
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the Savs and prepare their tklibersitiom in 
Writing, to be carried t6 the firft Meeting 
of the Senate,- where the Dpge aiid hU Coon- 
fcilors aite prcfent, who have a Voice vo ap-i' 
prove or difapprove in coninidn with the^ther. 
Senators. The Venetian Moi>e]/C bears the Name: 
of die Doge, and was fornterly^ ftampjcd- as- 
his Goio, whra the.' Power of the Prince was ■ 
abfoimcv' dt preient. is fubftituted the Figure 
of a.Mati in the Ducal Habit: on Kis Khe^ 
befor<^. St. ' hllafkl to fliew that the Dbg^. is' 
fbbjeft to the Republic, of which St. Mark 
is thfe I4ier(%lyphir. The Iflcomc of the Prince 
is fourteen ttouTand Dacats^ per Annum^ (which- 
amounti to about two thoufaiid -Pounds Iter- 
ling) to maintain his Fanniily; and to defraf • 
the Expence of treating the Seignory four'. 
Tinies a Year. The foreign AmbalTadors, wfto' 
have made their public Entry, have a Right 
to be at. thefe Feafts. The Republic pay -aU 
the Officers . who attend the Prince on pubKc' 
Occafidns : he has the Power of felling the dif* ' ' 
fercnt Emf4oyments of the Palace, in which, 
and collating- the Benefices* of %i, l^ark^ cob*- 
'fift the principal Emoluments of his Dignity/ 



When 
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Whe;n the Doge dies, his Boc^y ja^ emb^dpicjj^U 
^nd e3(pofed for three Days on a 3ed <if State, 
in an Apartment of the pAlacc deftincd fpr 
^^t Purpofe. This Expofitiop b not only, to, 
give the People an O^prtunity to pay the: 
laft Honours to their Prince, byt alfo to give: 
the Senate Time to « receive any Complaints- 
ogainft his Adminiftration, and to give hin 
Creditprs Leifvire to mal^e their Demands on 
his Heirs, which if they refiife to fatisfy, he; 
is deprived of funeral Honours at the Ex-, 
•pence of the Republic: for this Reafon, on; 
the Death of a Dc^e, three Ifiquifitofs arc^ 
appointed* to fearch into- his paft Conddft, to 
hear all Complaints, and to fatisfy all Demands'' 
at the E?:pence -of the SuccJeffion. The No^ 
blcs who aflift at the Funeral', are dreffed in 
Scarlet Robes, to Ihcw that it is hot the Go^ 
vcrnment .of the Prince that caufes the Hap- 
pinefi .of/ the State, &nd t*hat the Republic 
being free,, ought not to fhew any Marks 06^ 
Affli^ion at his Deaths. The Obfcquics are 
no Joojicr over, than all the Nobles, who arc. 
more than thirty Years^ of Age, affemble ia 
tihe great Council-Chamber^ and cleft -five Cor* 

reftors. 
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reftors, who in^e^ thp. Bop^lf^of t|i^ 
the l>oge». 0n;j^s^^ftio^,^f^rs^5^^b^^^ 
Thefc flv;e Jj?^$^fto^^Te 
to, or to i«ti5?iKi^^r(^ ifef^fiSija^^^^^W 

Sute. The Ballotation ugjgj^i^ 9r6^f8JU* 
manned with fo much Caotron, that it is im" 

Mrhicb i)jay^1^,|^|5,f§gty;p^e^^el^^^ 

of th^.y^^t^mlm^^tf^^fkS^^'i^ 
the d«eaf«^,Pp(jce4,,^fjjgn,tJffeJ^s^ 

ate niut.u^ji?, 5^5„P^5„fl^ SHv #f*bq# 

over ; twenty-fifve of the forty-one Voi6e|^xni^ 
be in Favour of the Perfon that is ch^n^ 
The firff'^'^hin^'^ reqmrM of the Doge is, to 
fwear tp the Obfervance of the Boole of Sta- 
tutes. He then flxews himfelf to the People^, 
and in going out of the Palaqe for that Pur- 
pofe, pafles through the Chamber in which 
Body is to be expofed after his Death, and 
there he receives from the Grand Chancellor the 
firft Compliments on his new Dignity^ He 
then gets into a Machine, not unlike a great 
Tub, and two hundred Men, who bdong toe 

the 
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the Arfenal, carry him by Turns round the 
Place of St. Mark on their Shoulders. The 
Doge thus feated, one of his Children, or fom^ 
near Relation, (lands behind him, holding two 
Bafons filled with Money, which he diftributes 
among the Populace. 

Having killed one Prince, and proclaimed 
another, I think I may deceiltly take my Leave 
foi" the prefent; and fliould you be as tired 
with readbg, as I am with writing, you will 
^ifh you had never heard of his Serenity. I 
hope you will think my next more interefting, 
which will treat of the difierent Councils of 
Vtnke. 

Ad^o fempre fuo^ ^c. 



LET. 
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LETTER Lt 
Dr. A— — to Mr. Hui.l. 

.,,.Viftif^f April 12^, ^76^* 

HAVING in mjr laft xiifpatchcd! his, Sca^., 
. rity the Doge,^ I . now proceed witb Al» . 
crity ta .give you an Account o£ the. Count*/ 
cils, of which^ according' tt> AMtt^x. ns la- 
HoussAiB^ there are three prifKipal ^ dtt-grnt 
one, which, comprehends jUI the Mobility 
the College, which gives Audience to .Aao^ i 
bafladors ; and the Prcgadi, which is the Se- 
nate. The Great-Council meets every Sunday 
and Holiday to chufe Magiftrates, which is 
done by Ballotation. The Nobles have no 
Right to enter into it, until they are twenty- 
five Years old, but the Seignory dilpenfe fome-^ 
times with their being under Age. This At 
fembly has a Right of confirming or annulling 
the Decrees of the Senate, and to make or 
repeal Laws. The moft remarkable ftanding 
Laws are thcfe, viz, that all Ecclefiaftics are 

excluded 
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ejiteluded frbm cvety civil Employment and 
public Aflembly. The Nobles cannot arrive 
at the principal Offices, but by Gradation ; 
nor can they hold more than one Office at 
once, be it ever fo fmall. Thofe who refufe 
any Employment, are fined two thoufand Du- 
cats, and baniftied for two Years from the 
Great Council and Broglio; (this Name they 
give to an Apartment under the Procuratia 
Nuova^ where the Noblemen meet in a Mor- 
ning; and thofe who are trying to attain any 
Place in the Government, ufe this Opportu- 
nity to folicit the Votes of their Friends for 
their Ballotation in the Great Council.) No 
Ma^ftratc can refign, or leave the City. All 
the Sons of the Nobility have equal Portions : 
if a Daughter has ^more than five thoufand ' 
Ducats, (about fix hundred' Pounds fterling) 
(he receives the Income of the Overplus for her 
own feparate Ufe, and if fhe dies without Chil- 
dren, it returns to her Family. All Subjefts 
of the Republic (the Doge not excepted) pay 
Taxes in Proportion to their Fortune. The 
Magiftrates in civil Caufes can receive no Vi- 
fits or Recommendation of the Parties, but 
may in criminal ones, if they are not State 
Vat. 11. S Aflrairs. 
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Affairs. No Nobleman can enter into Trade* 
Thp Great CouncU correds all public Errors, 
and redrefles all Grievances impofed by thofc 
who ufe their Authority unlawfully, lb that 
.this may be called the firft Tribunal, and the 
Bafis, as well as Support of the Republic. 

To gratify the young Nobility^ they admit 
thirty by Lot every Year into the Great Coun* 
cil, who are only twenty Years of Age, and 
allow them the feme Privileges as thofc who 
are twenty-five ; tliefe young ones are called 
Barbarinl^ becaufe they are chofen on the 
Day of St.' Barbara. This Ailembly fits 
from eight in the Morning until Noon ; it 
is held in the largeft Room of the Palace : 
at the upper End are raifed Scats, on which 
the Doge and his Counfellors are placed. The 
Chief of the Council of Ten, the Avoga* 
dores and the Cenfors are feated round the 
Hall^ upon raifed Benches^, The Counfellors 
of the Doge can convoke, at Pleafure, the Great 
Council, and for this Purpofe they caufe the^ 
Bells of the principal Churches in the fix (gar- 
ters .of the Town to be rung, and at this Sig- 
nal,. tHc Nobles attend the Council without 
2 Amfis^ 
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Arms^ which they are forbid to- carry there 
yon Pam of Death* 

Wheh Amelot de la Houssaie wrote his 
Hiftdry of the Republic of FemcSy the No- 
bles were computed at five and twenty Hun- 
dred ; but they now fall very fhort of that 
Calculation* The Great Council ufually con- 
Ms of about eight hundred, and nearly the 
fame Number is fuppofed to be employed 
in the Provinces, on Embaflies, and other 
public Service3 ; or, for private Reafons, are 
not in a Situation to attend in Council. 



THE COLLEGE. 

The College is formed of twenty-fix Mem- 
bers, viz. The Dqge and his fix Counfellors, 
three of the ^arantia Criminale^ (who arc 
changed every two Months) fix Savi Grandi, 
five of the Savi of the Terra Firma^ and the 
five Savi of Order. The College has the 
Right of aflfembling the Senate, and pfx)po- 
fing what is to be debated therein; but yet 
they miifl: obey its' Hefoludons, and aft in 
S 2 Con- 



« 
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Concert with it. At this Tribunal the Majd* 
fty of tfie' Prince may be faid to rcfide, for 
here the Ambaffadors have their Audie;ice, all 
Letters upon foreign Affairs arc read, all Me- 
morials are prcfented, and all Privileges, ia 
Regard to 'Benefices, Prelates, 6fr. ttV/ are. 
pleaded. In Ihort, this is the Committee of 
Ways and Means, where all Bufmefs'is firft 
planned, in order to be laid before the Senate 
for their Concurrence. 



THE SEN ATE, 

THE Senate had formerly the Name of 
Pregadi given to it, becaufe it then ^ never af- 
fembled but upon extraordinary Oiccafions ; and 
the Magiftrates were obliged to requeft, the 
Attendance of the principal Citizens, when any. 
important Affair required their Advice. ' This 
Aflembly;n6w meets tvtx^ Wednefday and Vri- 
day^ and, upon an Emergency, the Savi for 
the Week can call an extraordinary . Pjr^j^^^/. 
This Tribunal pojiTelTes all the Authority of 
the Pveptiblic, for here all Refolutions con* 
cerning Peace and War are taken, all Leagues 
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and Alliances are made, Ambafladors and alfo 
Officers who have confiderable Rank in the 
Army are nominated, and all Taxes are impofed 
according to the Exigency of Affairs. The 
Confultations of the College are here examin- 
ed and determined by a Plurality of Voices. 
This Inftitution in its Commencement was only 
compofed of fixty Senators, called an ordinary 
Pregadi but being often obliged, in Cafes 
of Importance, to add to the Number, fixry 
more were created, called the Junlo : thefe 
hundred and twenty Senators are always No- ' 
blemen of advanced Age and approved Merit. 
The Members of the College, the Council of 
Ten, the ^arantia Criminate^ the Procurators . 
of St. Mark^ with moft Part of the Magi- 
ftrates, enter alfo into the Pregadi^ fo that it 
now confifts of near three" hundred Members, 
one Part whereof have a RigHt to vote, the 
reft pan only hearken and learn the Rules of 
Govprnment, The Doge and Tiis Counfellors 
are the only Pf rfoh$ wKofe Advice can be bal- 
lotted, to prevent the * Confufion that would 
probably arife from a Diverfity of Opinions, as 
half the Votes muft be in Favour of the Quef- 
tion before it can pafb, Thofe whp have no 
S 3 Right 



# 
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Right to vote, may harangue and contradid: thd 
Opinions propofed. The hundred and twenty, 
who compofe the ordinary Pregadi and Junf$^ 
arc ballotted every Year in the Great Council^ 
to be changed or continued, as fliall be de- 
termined in the faid Council. The Senate is 
particularly attentive in maintaining Harmony 
among the Noble3 5 well knowing, that a con- ' 
trary Behaviour might be produftive of fatal 
Confcquences to the Liberty, of the Country, 
as was formerly the Cafe with Florence and 
Verona. 

The COUNSELLORS of the DOGE, 

THE Counfellors of the Doge (or more pro- 
perly of the Signory) are fix in Number, they 
are chofen from amongft the oldeft Senators 
of the firft Rank 5 thqugh they are Coynfel-r 
lors for a Year, they only afEft in the Col-r 
l^ge eight Months ; the other four Months they 
prefide in the ^araniia Criminaky in the lame 
Manner as the Chiefs of that Chamber have, 
places in the College during two Months. Thefe' 
fix Counfellors have more Power fhan the Doge \ 

their 
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their Employment is two-fold : firft, they are 
obliged to confult with the Doge upon all 
Matters that are to be propofed in the Coun- 
cils, to open all Letters direfted to the Sig- 
nory, to receive Petitions, and to appoint Judges 
to fettle any Difpute which may arife about 
Jurifdiftion; and fecondly, to prefidc at all 
Councils, and, during an Interregnum^ to dif- 
patch Orders to all the Officers of the State. 
When the Doge is ill, the moft antient of 
the Counfellors reprefcnt him in die College, 
and at all public Funftions : but he is nei- 
ther allowed to fit in the ducal Chair, or 
wear the Habit of the Prince, and is only 
diftinguifhed by a Cap which he never takes 
off, no more than the Doge does his ducal 
Crown. The CQunfellors, whilft in Office, wear 
fcarlet Gowns, 

As I fliall, in my next, introduce you to a' 
Tribunal fo awful, that the bare Name makes 
thoufands tremble, I (hall allow myfelf feme 
Refpite for the prefent, and endeavour to lofe 
the Idea of thefe dry intricate Subjeds in the 
more pleafing ones of Virtu. 



You 
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You will excufe my breaking off thus, when 
I tell you, that my Gondola now waits to 
carry me to a* dilleianli Party, with ^hom I 
am going to examine the famous Marriage of 
Paolo Veronese, at the Convent of S,t. 
' George. It fo rarely happens, that our Plea- 
fures in the Enjoyment equal the Vivacity of b^t 
Expeftation, I almoft fear I prpmife niyf^ tqjp 
much on this Occafion \ but if this ccj^ebrated 
Piece deferves half the Encomiums ^that ai^e 
beftowed upon it, my Delight will be js^qu.^ 
fite : I heartily wilh you could be a Partaker 
of it. ' " . T 

Fvcwel. 
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LETTER LII. 
Pr. A— — ^ to l/fy. Hull* 

Jpril 15, 1766; 

I Protni&d^ in my to introduce yoa to 
diC moft tremendous Tribunal, that, per- 
hip's, ever poor Culprits trembled before, ijf 
lyc view .it in its original State: but I think 
all the fenfible People, I have converfed with 
in Feme^ agree, th*t it is fomewhat relaxed 
from its primitive Severity, though fti|l tp be 
dreaded for the Extent of Power the Inqui-* 
fiitors of State are entrufted with. 

The IN CLU I SIT I ON. 

THIS Tribunal is compofed of two of the 
Council of Ten, and one of the Counfellors 
of the Doge. As the Affairs that fall under 
the Cognizaincc thereof are of the utmoft Confe- 
quence to thd State, depending chiefly upon cer- 
tain Intclligcncts coUedled by Spies, fo all their 
Proceedings are managed with the deepeft Se- 
crecy^ and^ in fbSic Cafes, they are obliged 

to 
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to uie Severity, and to puniih Offenders in a 
very exemplary Manner. The Life of the 
Doge, the Nobles, and all the Subjedts of the 
State, lie at the Mercy of this Tribunal, pro- 
vided the diree Inquifitors entirely concur in 
Opinion and in this Cafe, they are not oblig^ 
to give an Account of their Anions to any 
one, or even communicate them to the Coun- 
cil of Ten. The Execution of the Sentences 
pronounced by thefe Judges is not Itfs le- 
cret than their Judgments, except when the 
Crime is of a public Nature : in private Cafes^ 
to prevent Exclamations againft fuch leeming 
Severity, as often puniflies with Death an un- 
guarded Exprcffion againft fo rigorous a Go- 
vernment, (it is faid) they fend in the Night, 
and have the Offender feized, and pronounce 
his Doom, without any other Ceremony, than 
confronting him with two Witncffes, if there 
arc any, or clfe, on the bare Report of Spies. 
As many Inconveniencies have arifen from this 
dcfpotic Method of Proceeding, a Law has 
been provided, that the Inquifitors {hall not 
put to Death a noble Venetian^ without firfl: 
hearing his Defence. If a Stranger of any 
Confcquencc becomes fufpefted by this Tri- 

bunal» 
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bunal^ hDijDiiil>ex|£&^jtOi4ofe .hi^iEapecs, and, 
recchrdcar^iOrdcTi) fignecfcrb^ 

^»afiadaxs»:iifiKi£K Qxej||;.ivxtl^ 
t^beMinii^QCp: Bcrfbnr in^idiciiuCiaf^ is for 

inafl; iaippttn<ltaiiJflr^/90 axe ^{jtejOfc^f 

>i^.t li ,^^Il:>^j^V/ u^vj ibm iv:.a . . 

ter < of j!al|fce,j:^{ifNwrtte^< to?, enquire into the. 
famous Cocrfi^W^ of TiEpatyi: but wa$ fooa 
after made p^rp^cinilt andi is; novi one of thft 

moft 
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moft rcfpcftablc Tribunes of the Republic ^ 
it "takes Cognizance of all the criniinal Affairs 
among the Nobility, that happen in die City, 
or State oi Venice^ and judges Crimes of Lez4 
Majefti^ and all other attrocious Offences. This' 
Council has the Care of the public Tranqui- 
lity, and dieir Power is as much to be dreaded 
by the Nobles, as by the common People. The 
Doge and his Counfellors have * a Right * to 
enter this Chamber of Juftice but the ten 
Senators, of whom it is compofed, have not 
lefs Power in the Abfenre of the Doge, than 
when he is prcfent : they are chofen out of diffe- 
rent Families, and arcelefted in the Great Coun- 
cil every Year ; they then eredt -thric among 
themfelves to be the Head of the Councils j 
thefe rule Week about, and zxt changed every 
three Months. The Chief" ih Office receives' 
all Informations from Spies, and reports them 
to his Colleagues, who, upon the Depofition 
of Witnefles-, and the Anfwers of the accufed, 
proceed againft them before the Council, where 
the Ofiender is not allcwed to plead for him- 
felf perfonally, or by Lawyer. The "armed- 
Galley that always lies at St. Msrk'i •Pkcc,^ 
and fome Cannon and Gallics at the Arfena},' 

are 
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under the Comipand of the Council of 
Ten. they ^meet only.jonce .a Week,' unlefs. 
fome Affair of Importance ^calls them . oftcner 
together* .,..'1 . : • 

' The ^JrJM'J CRI^^^ 

. . ■ ' ■>. ■'■ ■"' - • 

THERE are three Courts of Juftice, that con- 

fift each of forty Judges ; the firft of thefe is 

the moft antient Tribunal of the Republic, but 

it has fufFered a great Diminution of Power 

by the Eft4bli(hmeht of the Council of Ten. 

The forty Judges of the upper Chamber have 

a Right tp vote in the Senate; and. the three 

Chiefs, who are Pftfidents, have ^ikewife Seats 

ih the tollege, during the two laft Months they 

are in Office ; and thfee of the Counfellors of 

the Doge prefide in' the ^arahiia Criminak^ 

tke four laft Months of tKeit Year, to ftevv the 

Connexion there is betweeii this Chamber and 

the College. This Cifftce fs generally^ fitlei by 

Noblemen who are not rich ; they receive tliirty* 

Ducats' jp^ Month by it, and acquire' 'C?onli- 

deratibn among the Nobility. ' To afriye at 

this Chamiber, ' they muft pafs "through" the 

other 



176 SELficr LETTERS. 

Other j^uarantias fiift, which are much infe* 
ridr in Authority. Bel^des thcfc, there ard 
iliany other lower Courts of Juftice that take 
Cognizance of mercantile Affairs^ Bahkru(yt« 
ties, fcfr. fefr. It is worthy of Obfcryation^ 
in this wife and intricate Government, hoW 
all the fapfefibr Tribunals are inteiwoven wfth ^ 
and) if I niay ufe the Expreflion, germinate 
from, each other* 



THES£ Magiteatcs arc fix in Number j 
they are cEo&n from among the wifeft of thd 
Senators,^ ahd^ durillg the Time they are iii 
office, manage all political Affairs of Impor* 
tance, and wr, properly fpeaking, prime Mi* 
riifters:^ they are elected by the Senate, and 
changed every fix Months, three at a Time^ 
by which Means, there remain three old Se- 
nators in Office, who are able to inform the 
new elected ones, of what happened during 
their Admihiftration, and ferves as a model 
for the ^ture Conduct Qf the new Minifters« 



SAVI 
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SAVr pi the TERRA FIRM A. 

THESE ev« Olficxirs of the State have M\k 
Icfi Authority in the Colkge than the BcPvl 
Grandi ; they dre • the ft itid Length of Tiiiie ift 
Office;, iare tho(€ti of a leTs . advahced Ag^^ 
and are ptefdtr&i according to their Apf)liea- 
tioh, and the Abffities they have fliewn ih the 
Offices they itiuft ncGlfflarity ha^fe pafled th#<3fugli 
to arrive at this. The firftj or Savt Ga^i&i 
J^ay-Mafter • the fecOnd, Savi degti ScrHurai Se^ 
cTetal^y ^t W^r, and tlie third, Sd^i of the Or- 
dinance, has the Direftioii of the Military of 
the Terra Firfka^ the other two are only to 
affift the three firft. They are elefted by the 
Senate, as the Savi Grandi^ and Jiave a Right 
to vote on every Motionj Which may be pro- 
pofed by them; but, to preferve a Subordina- 
tiott between the two Offices, have no Right 
tQ vote in the Senate. 

SAVI of ORDER, 

^ THIS Magiftracy \i thfe fanie in Nuinber 
the Savi of the Tirra Firma, but is with- 

out 
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out Jurifdiftion, and is only a School, as it 
were, wherein the young Nobility may learn t;hcl 
Art of Government. Thefe Noblemen, during 
the ^ fix Months they are in Office^ affift at all 
the Confukations of the College, land confe- 
quently have a Share in the Secrets of State; 
they have no Right to. vote cither in the Col- 
lege or Sedate, but may give their Opinion 
at. the Confultations of the Saviy always fpeak- 
iiig uncovered and ftanding. They are allowed 
to fee all the Difpatches that are fent to Am-. 
balTadorsi, and the Regifters of the Affairs of 
State. This Employment is looked upon by 
the Republic, as the Touchftone of the Cha- 
radter and Genius of their young Nobility. 

PROCURATORS of St. MARK. 

THIS Honour is generally beftowed on fuch 
of the Nobility who have been of effential Ser- 
vice to their Country in expenfive Embaflies, 
in a naval Command, or for having gone 
through the moft important Employments of 
the State with Honour and Integrity. The 
Procurators take Place of all the othec Nobi- 
lity; 
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Hty; they have the Difpofal of all pious Le- 
gacies, are the Guardians of Orphans, and 
Protestors of Widow5. The Number was for- 
merly confined to nine, but is now ericreafed 
to eleven. In preffmg Neceffities of the Re- 
public, this Dignity has been fold for immenfe 
Sums ; but, except in Cafes of public Diftrefs, 
it can only be difpofed of by Merit • and 
thofe who purchafe it never have any Succef- 
fors appointed when they die. Their Drefs is 
a purple Robe* The magnificent Buildings 
on each Side of St. Mark's Place, were ori- 
ginally deftined for the Habitatiop of the Pro- 
curators,^ and from thence called Procuratias\ 
but they are now chiefly rented to Strangers 
and foreign Minifters, by Way of Cajinos. 

The GRAND CHANCELLOR. 

THIS Dignity can only be enjoyed by a 
JPerfon of the Rank of Citizen ; he takes Place 
of all the other Magiftrates, and wears a pur- 
ple Robe, like the Procurators of St. MarL 
Ail the Councils are qpert to him ; he holds 
the Seal of the Republic, and affifts at read- 

VoL. II. T ing 
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ing and anfwcring the Difpatches from Am- 
baffadors, and every Thing clfc material that 
is treated of in the Senate. He has the Ti- 
tie of ExceHekza^ ana is^ the Head of the Peo- 
ple, as the Do^e is of the Nobility. His In- 
come is about niri'e thoufaBtl 'f)bSik ^ef kn- 
num. He is 'buried wiTifi'^^reai; Pb^ri^l^ af tKo 
Expcnce bf the 'Repubfifc!^' ' 

. The If^'b OT^ql^ 'i':^/ ■ 

THIS Office relernble?, Jin Part, ^ that of 
Attorney-General in ^^n^ndf §ut is divided 
among three People; the ^ gniateff Iriftance pf 
its Power is,, being able, for the Space of 




ly provea upon the culpr 
this Particular,, ti|e Avogador refenibi^s the Ro^ 

Tribunes of are 
by tlie Senate^ -but the Choice muft be con- 
firmed by the Grand Council, where all Pro- 
ceedings woidd.,t^? jull,, jI; .^^^ thp Jy^- 
gadcres did npt/aflift.. .^Xji^ir wJien .» 

Office, is a purple Bobe^, 

The 
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The TWO CENSORS- 

THE Jurifdiftion of the Ccnfors extends 
principally to the Manners of particular Per- 
fons; to the Intrigues of the Nobles in tha 
Sroglio'^ to the Condemnation and Fining of 
thofe who violate the Statutes of the Great 
Council ; to the Payment of Wages, Pilfering 
of Servants, and Correftion of Gondaliers. They 
are fixteen Months in Office *, during which 
Term, they have a Right to vote in the Pr<* 
jradiy and 'wear purple Gowns. 

I have extended this beyond the common 
Bounds of a Letter, and find that by fo doing, 
I have loft Half an Hour of an agreeably 
Convcrfation, where I am engaged this Even- 
ing, fo ihall only add, that I am Xincerely 

Yours, 

P. S. I am obliged to otfi of my GonJs- 
Tiers J a clever, intelligent Fellow, for remind- 
ing me, that it paft the Hour of my En- 
T 4 i{agemenC|' 
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gagement; and here let me do Juftice to th\i 
numerous Body of People, by faying, they are 
one of th^ mo& reijpedtahk Societies I have 
any where heard of, for their Honcfty and Fi- 
delity to the Malkr th«y engage thj^mfeWes to* 



* — — \ — • — ' ■ . it 

LETTER Lili* 
tor. A-^*-* to Mn Hutu 

Fenicej April i()y 

WITH your Leave, my good Friend, 1 
am going to engage you. in a little 
irrip to the Terra Firman in Order to intit^ 
duce you to the Po^eftas and QnpitaniiBi^ a Set 
of Gcntlcmer\. gf no fmall Con^yence, I at 
fure you, in their refpeftive Governments. 

To the greater Towns of the Terra Firma^ 
the Senate fend two Noblemen, with the Ti- 
tles of Podefta and Capitanio 5 thefe equaHy re^ 
ptcfcnt the Republic,' the firft in the Admi- 
w . . • - niftration 
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nfftfation^ oif •civfl Jtifticfe,- 'the fecdnd' irt' the 
Command of Mflitaiy' AffkirJj. ' r]!it Podejla h 
the principa! Perfodi as "he takes Cognizance 
of all fhat regards Ihe Police^' and the ^ood 
Order '*6f ; the People. THe't^>&»^^^ befides 
the Cbmmand of the Troops, has Power to 
punifli the Inhabitants" for any Crime com- 
mitted in the Streets, during the Courfe of the 
Night. He has alfo the Care of the public 
Money, which is collefted by Receivers, who 
are -accountablifc 1X) him for it. The Podejias 
and Capitanios are obliged to report to th'e 
Senate every^ Meafur^ they take. To the Ca- 
pitals of Provinces are generally fent both the 
above-mentioned Officers; but in Towns of 
fmall Importance, the two bffic^s are united 
in *the Perfon of the Podejth^ who holds his 
Employment fritfeen Morlths. The Appoint- 
ment alliD^d them by the Republic are very 
fmall, in Ctottiptlrtfon to what they are pblii. 
ged to ^nd Ih the Capitals, therefore to them 
the Senate generally fends rich Noblemen, and 
poor oifcsi to^ the fmall Towns, where, not 
being obliged to. m^ke an expenfiVe Appear- 
ance, tJiey finay, if they pleafe, gain a com- 
T 3 fortable 
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. fortable Subfiflcncc by ^^'^ Po&^ during the 
Time they are employed in it. 

A Noblpman of the firft Rapk is always 
lent into the FriouU with the Tide, of Prw^i^- 
tore-General of Palma Nova ; this Place is of 
great Confequehce to the Vi^netiaffs^ as it ferves 
for a Frontier to the Emperor's Pominions^ and 
is a ftropg Barrier againft the Incurfions of the 
Turks. At Udeney^ where the Patriarch of Aqtd:^ 
lia reQcles^ ;he Republic employs only a Lieu- 
tenant and fbme Subalterns. In IJlria^ are four 
epilcopal Towns, with five others not fo con- 
ficlerable, each of them governed by a Vcdcjla. 
The Commanding- Officer^ of thefe Places, as 
wtrll as thbfe of the Levant and B^lmatia^ 
?.re chapged only onge in two Years. The 
Senate gives the Title of Counts^ Governors, 
and Captains, to the ^Ipblcmen who are lent 
into Dalmalia to adminilter Juftice. . The M%. 
gift rates of the principal Towns, (for Exam- 
ple, the Counts 6{ Spalatro and Gara^ wh9 
are likewife Archbifhqps) have appointed to. 
them a Council of three noble P'enetians^ with- 
out whom they cannot determine on any Things 
but all thefe Ofncers are fubjeft to the Prove- 

difore^. 
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dUore-Generaly who has full Authority in all 
Affairs civil and military. The Ifles of Cor- 
fuzMt and Cephalonia^ are each governed by 
a Proveditore^ affiftcd by a Council of three 
noh\z Venetians. Corfu is a Place of great 
Importance, as it commands the Entrance of 
the Gulph, and is the Repofitory of the Ve- 
netian Merchandize brought from the Levant*^ 
this Place is regarded by the Turks "wiih a 
jealous Eye. There is alfo a General of thefe 
three Ifles, to whom the particular. Pr^'y^^/V^w 
render Obedience, as the Magiftrates of the 
Towns in Dalmatia do to the Proveditore-Ge- 



INQUISITORS of die- tERRA FIRMA. 

EVERY five Years, Inquifitors are fent to 
hold Courts in the feveral Provinces of the 
Terra Firma-, their Bufinefs is to infpedt into 
the. Condufk of Podejlas and CapttanioSy and 
to receive all Complaints of Mal-adminiftra- 
tion of Juflice. Their Cenfures are fcldom 
fevere, but when there are Propfs of Embez- 
zlement of the public Money, and in that 
T 4 Cafe, 
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Cafe, their Of^ce obliges them to adt with th« 
utm9ft Rigour, They are attended by a Com- 
pany Cavalry, and an Executipncr, that 
they may punifli pn the Spot all 9Se"<^s that 
are clearly proved, . This gives the Provin- 
cials a very high Idea of the Juftice of thQ 
Vcncli^n Governrnent, 

•Jj'he TylAGISTRATES of pOMP. 

Gli ^Qprs Proveditere a^k Pompe^ are Sena* 
tors, who by ftrift Ordinances fupprefs aU out- 
ward Marks of Luxury, and preferve an ejcaft 
Equality, in the exterior Appearance of the 
Nobility. At public Feafts, the Drefs of the 
Ladies h al\yays bjack, except on-iproc Oc* 
cafions, when they are allowed to wear a rich 
gold or filver Stuff Petticoat with their bJack 
Gowns, The noble Venetians are not fqffered 
to ufe gQl4, Or filver ]L.ace on their Boatmen's 
Liveries, or in their Boxes at the Theatres, 
except the Doge's Family and jLhe (5 rand Chan* 
cellor's. In Malking-Time, the I^adies. may 
wear rich colo\jred Cloaths, which is about 
fix Months ip the Year^ an4 when they are 

at 
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their Eftates an the Terra Firma^ they may 
give as rich Liveries as tbcy choofe, but the 
Servants who wear them never -Attend them 
at l^^ici^ but in their Qwn .Houfe^. . 

REVENUES and EXPENCES 
of . the S T A T E, 

THE fcttkd Revenue of the : Republic itf J 
f^ppofed, at prefent, according to thd beft Cal^ 
culation, to amount to abou£ a Mil£on and- 
a Half fterling pir Annum \ this is^ raifed by 
Imparts and E3q}Qrts, ^ and Taxes upoa alt 
the Provifions confumed in the City of ^r- 
nice^ and upon all Sorts of Merchandizes, and 
by other Puties raifed in the Ifles. of the La- 
gunesy and upon all the Eftates fituated near 
Fenice^ calkd the Dogado or Dutchy. Another 
Part of the Revenue is raifed in the fame 
Manner from the Towns and Provinces of 
the 3^erra Firmoy and alfo from Iftria^ Dalma^ 
tia^ and the Ifles of Corfu^ Zant^ and Cepba-^ 
lojiia. A large Portion likewife arifes from the 
Salt made at Cerju and Chip/a v and to this 
may be added, twenty thoufand Ducats per 
4 Month, 
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Month, that arc paid into the CoflFers of the 
Republic from a Lottery, on the fame Plan 
as thofe of Rome and Naples^ which has been 
cftablifhcd within thefe thirty Years. In Time 
of War, the Senate finds great Refources by 
ennobling rich Families, making fupernumerary 
Procurators of St. Mark\ by renewing old 
Taxes, and impofing new ones. - The yearly 
Expcnces of Government do not require above 
half the Income of the State, fo that in Time 
cf Peace the Republic can lay up vaft Sums i 
by which Means^ t\k Venetians are enabled to 
niegotiate. all their Affairs with foreign Powers 
by the Force of Money mftead of Arnfis^ 

The FORCES of the REPUBLIC. 

IN Time of Peace, the Venetians are fup- 
ppfcd to pay about twenty-five thoufand Men ; 
hut there is (Irong Reafon to believe, that 
not above one third of them arc effeftive, 
owing to the Abufcs of the Proveditores in 
Dalnuuid. The Infantry are chiefly Sclaivonians^ 
MorlaqueSy and Jlbamans % they are efteemed 
Ibrayc Soldiers, and are .firmly attached to the^ 

Venetians^ 
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Venetians^ from an inveterate Hatred to the 
furks^ whp are theif natural Enemies. The 
Cavalry are partly compofed of the fame Na«» 
tions, and partly of Ultramontanes. The Ge- 
neral in Chief inuft always be a Foreigner, 
and his Power is fo over-ruled by the Pr(h 
veJifore-General^ that he has only the Nam? 
of Commander of the Forces. The chief At- 
tention of the Senate is paid to the Marine. 
They h^vp no regular nay4 Fpr^c in Time 
of Peace but upon an Emergency, can arm 
thirty Galleysf, ?ibl? to a<St againft their Ene- 
plies, in a very expeditious Manner. They 
always keep fome Galleys in the Levant^ with 
pther Veflels, to guard the Provinces fituated 
pear the Sea j thefe ^re under the Command of 
fhe ProvfdilorerGeneraU A Squadron of fix Gal* 
leys, and feveral other Veffels, are likewife em- 
ployed to cruize about the lV$outh of the Gulph, 
to fecyre the Traders from the Corfairs, and 
to make the Merchants pay their proper Du- 
ties. The Nobleman who commands this Squa? 
dron has the Title of General of the Gulph, 
his Con^mand coptinues for three Years. The 
Republic, in Peace as well as in War, creates 
^ froveditorc General^ who cQmpiapds both the 

Flcej 
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Fleet and Armyi he has an abfolute ?0w# 
to puniih with Death all Officers, Soldidrs, 
and Sailors, and to difpofe of all ^ofts ih the 
Army and Navy ; he refides at C&rfk the 
firft Arec Years he is in Office, and iRrhed 
that Time is expired, he obliged t<5 render ah 
Account of his AdminiftratiOn to the Senate. 

SPIES and INFORMERS. 

SPIES have ever been looked upoH as irt^ 
famous Minifters of Tyranny ; but the Sisaatt 
cf Vemct have found .Meaqs to conceal the 
Shame of fuch Mifcreants, by making Mouths 
of Stone fpeak for them \ for in many Parts 
erf the Palace of St, Mark^' and in all the 
Parts of the City near the public Tribunals; 
Heads are cut in the Walls with g^ing Mouth% 
into which they caft the Notes of Information; 
If the Informer has no Scruple to declare him* 
felf, he goes in Perfcn to receive the Reward 
allowed by Law on this Occafion ; if he does 
not choofe to be known, he fends a Friend, 
with a Piece of Paper that has been torn from 
that on which the Information was written, 

and 
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smdthe Mopey is paid witlK)ut an; other For^ . 
maility than comparing the two Pieces of Pa^r 
per together* As .the ' great M^xFcd of the Vi-^ 
mtiam is^ that the Safety of the Sttae depends^* 
upoB thfir having exaft Intelligence of every' 
Thing that pafles^ ^efpetialiy io the FdmUin* 
of Ambafiadors and fbret^ M^ifUrs, it is in« 
credible what ar Nilmber of'Spie^ of all Ranks' 
they keep in couftam Psqr. That the Fene^* 
tumsi ^re often brtoded with the. . mdiculbiis; 
Epithet of Pantaloops, &r tkb appaneiy: Mf^r 
fterioufnefs in their Syftem of Politics, we very 
well know J but how far they are right or 
wrong in it, I leave to better Judgments than 
mine to determine : this however we muft allow, 
that their Government has fubfifted under a re* 
publican Form, without any material Alteration, 
for a much longer Period, of I^imp than any 
other Republic that Hiftcry furniflies us with 
an Account of, at lead t-hac-- 1 can recoiled* 
I had a great Curiofity, when I came to Ve-- 
nieti to learn -tha' Etymology of the Name of 
Wantslomj and why it is fb particularly applfOji 
tp the Vimtumsi I am toJd it comeSi fionl 
IkiamO' Litme^ and was firfl: appropriated to 
, thioa fee their great Eageraefit ttd .plant theh 

Standard 
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Standard of Vefdce^ which you kilow is a Li<M^ 
wherever they could by Force or Fraud ob- 
tain a Bit of Ground large enough to con-» 
tain it. How far this etymological Account 
of honeft Panfalccu may fatisfy you, I know 
not; but, remember, I do not voudh for the 
Reality of it, I only offer it to you as I 
have received it. I propofe by the next Poft 
to fend you a fuccinft Account of the Me-*- 
thod of proceeding at ymce in criminal Cafes, 
and am, in the faiean Time, 

faithfully yours, 6f<« 



LETTER LIV. 
Dr. A—— to Mr. Hull. 

Finue^ May i, 1766. 

AN agreeable Excurfion for a few Days, 
into the Country has prevented my being 
fo punctual in my literary Engagement as I 
have hitherto been; but I make no Apology^ 
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for I know you never meant it ftiouki.: interfere 
with' my !AmuieWnts!!j^ Npvf to proceed with 
my liiftoricai'' Anecdotes. ^ . 




Fad, than to fecure the ^O^enSerV^ arid when 
they ha^ve, c4iiiu^e4i,f^ja3*|ceflary Proofs, thcjr 
fend an Officer to , enter publicly the Houfe 
of the Criminal ; and on the Report of this 
Offieer^-^th«t-4ie -is- iiot be fbundr^X'^^^^ 
generally the Cafe) they fummon him to ap- 
pear in a lon^r or fliorter^ S^ace Time, 
according to the^!^normify of the"trimc com- 
mitted, to anfwer fof^the Offence, .and till 
that Period is elapfed, the Offender is fafc 
fromg^jj Mc^^ti^r^^ provided he does, not 

lay^ ^|n4 he A^^^ find Meang^ 

to prevent, the Affair coming to a fatal Iffue, 
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he may aVoid a Trial, bjr gettir^ a Noble- 
TAm*i Boat to convey him to fome Part of 
the Terra Firma^ from whence he may cafily 
efcape out of the State. Hence it proceeds, 
that moft Criminals at Venice are judged by 
Contumacy, which they cziX Bandirc : brrt this 
Judgment is alwayi accompanied with Condi- 
tions proportionable to the Crime; for exam- 
ple, that dfc condemned Perfon (hall never 
be aWc to ptrrchafe his Pardon ; that whoever 
kills hfm m the Venetiai^ State lhall receive 
a conliderable Reward, and double the Sum, 
if they kifl him in^ any other TerritOTy. If 
the Crime fenfibly touches the Republic, they 
add to the Reward, the Liberty^ of delivering 
a Statc-Prifoncr : but notwithftanding this ap- 
parent great Rigour, there have been Inilances 
of Noblemen who have been guilty of atro- 
cious Crimes making their Peace, by Means 
of great Intereft. When the Criminal is fe- 
cured, and the Procefs formed, the Avogador 
names his own Day, and, conducing the Cul- 
prit before his Judges, pleads ftrongly againft 
him, exaggerates every Particular of his Grioie, 
and concludes with advifing a fevere Punifh- 
ment. The Advocatp of the Parry accufed. 

anfwers 
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anfwcrs all the chief Points of the Accufa- 
tion ; and when he has performed hh Part, 
the Auditors retire, and the Opinion of the^ 
Avogador is balloted againft that of the Chiefs 
of the ^aranlia, which is always the moft 
gentle, and the Plurality of Balls determine 
the Fate of the Offender. By this Means 
the Judges decide without giving the Reafon 
of their Opinion, and it is confcquently un- 
known who is for, and who is againft the 
Criminal. The Lawyers are obliged to plead 
in the Venetian Dialeft,; that the moft ignorant 
Auditor may underftand what paflcs, as well 
as the more learned Part of the Aflembly. 
The fevcreft Hardfhip, in the Courfe of Juf- 
tice at Venice^ is the Length of Time it takes 
to terminate an Affair, owing to the Courts 
of Juftice being fo clofely connefted, and, if 
I may be allowed the Expreflion, playmg into 
each others Hands \ fo that a poor Wretch is. 
often fufFered to lie in Gaol for two or three 
Years, before he can obtain an hearing, to 
expiate, as they pretend, by this Punifliment, 
part of his Crime. The frequent Sentences 
that are pafled upon Criminals, condemning 
them to an horrid obfcure Prifon for eight or 
Vol. IL U ten 
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ten Years, and often for Life, (where in Win., 
ter they fufFcr all the Rigour of extreme Cold, 
^nd in Summer of exceffive Heat) are certainly 
more criiel Puniftiments than Death at once. 

Now in my ufual abrupt Manner, I (hall 
eonduft you at one Step from tenipofal to 
fpiritual Affairs, and fay a few Words of the 
Church, whofe Power is yefy iitnit^4 \ti th» 
Republic. 

The STATE of the CHURCH. 

THE Republic of Fmcf ever been 
careful to exclude the Clergy from their Coun- 
cils, ^nd from alj political EmploymentSj^ cveii 
thofe who are noble Venetians. The Head of 
the Chgrch is ftiled Patriarch pf Fenifej an4 
Primate of J)almatia'^ he is always a Noble-? 
man, enjoys a good Revenue^ makes a re- 
fpeftable Appearance in public Proceflions, 
but has no Power, even in ecclefiaftical Af- 
fairs J at all religious Funftions, where th© 
Pope's Nuncio is prefent, the Patriarch h 
pbjiged to fend the M^fter pf the Cercmo- 

nie^ 
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nics to alk his Pcrmifllon to give the Bleffing. 
An Office of Inquifition is allowed at Venice^ 
but under fuch Reftriftions, as render it as 
dependent on the political Government as any 
of the fecular Tribunals are. The Holy-Office 
is compofed of the Patriarch, the Nuncio, 
and a Friar, who has the Title of Father In- 
quifitor, and two experienced Senators, with- 
out whofc t^refence and Confent, all Proceed- 
ings are null; by this Means, and under this 
Pretext, that Matters brought before the In- 
quifition arc contrary to the Laws and Inte- 
reft of the Republic, the gtcateft Affairs of 
this Tribunal are reduced to a mere Trifle. 
The Convents in Venice were formerly fo ill • 
regulated, that it occafioned much Scandal;, 
but at prcfent, they are under better Difci- 
pline, for three Magiftrates are appointed by 
the Senate, with an extenfive Authority, to 
take Cognizance of all that pafles in the fe- 
male Monaftcries ; and though the Patriarch 
himfelf allows a Prieft to fay Mafs in one o£ 
their Churches, he is obliged to obtain a Per- 
miffion from one of thefe Magiflrates befides, 
who limits this Licence to what Time he 
thinks proper. All the Women Ukewife who 
U % per- 
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perform any Commifllons for the Nuns, ar€i 
obliged, under Penalty qf corporal Punilhment, 
to have Leave in Writing to execute them,' 
figned by one of the aforefaid Magiftrates, 
The Senate has, within thefe few Years, mad^ 
many wife aftd ufeful Reformations in the re- 
gular Convents of Friars alfo ; and have tranfr 
ferred from the Superiors of thofe Houfes to 
the Senate, the Power of inflifling capital Pu- 
nilhmei^ts and Imprifonment upon the Monks, 
and only allow them for the future to impofe 
Penances of Fafting, Prayers, ?n4 fuch like 
conventual Exercif?s. 

Now we muft return from fpiritual to tern* 
poral Affairs again^ that I may hayc the Hor 
nour to introduce you to the Venetian Not 
tlejfe, who are not a little yaiji qf the great 
Antiquity of their Nobility, which they cai^ 
certainly, mapy of them at leaft, authenticate 
for feveral Ages paft, better than any other 
Nation we are acquainted with. 



NOB 
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NOBILtTV of the t^IRSt CtAS^/ 

THE noble Venetians^ who compofe the 
firft Clafsj domprthend the Families of the 
twelve Tribunes who elefted the firft t)6ge 
in 709 : the Contarini, Morojini^ Poli^ Badovari^ • 
tiepolt^ Micbele^ Sanudi^ Grademgo, Memo^ Fa- 
Her, Dondoloj and Barozzi. The four Families 
next to thefe in Point of Antiquity, date their 
Nobility from the Year 800, when they figned 
the Contraft for the Abbey of St. George the 
Great ; thefe are the Jujliniani^ Cornaro, Bra- 
gadinij' znd Bembo. The fii'ft are popularly 
tailed the twelve Apoftles, and the laft the 
'four Evangelifts, To this Clafs may be added 
alfb, eight Families who look upon themfelves 
as equal to the firft, becaUfe long before il 
Serral del Conftglio^ which happened in 1289, 
they wefe very corifiderable ; thefe are the Del-- 
phini; Slitiriniy Sordnz^^ Zorziy and Maf cello ^ 
the' other three, by Reafon of extreme Pover- 
ty, are fallen into total Obfcurity, or perhaps 
are extindi : in this Clafs too, may be placed 
feme illuftrious Families, who retired to Fe-- 
U 3 nicey 
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nicey from the Town of Acre m Syria^ when 
it was dcftroycd by Feneiian-GtMtsX''^^^- 
i*3Li, for having revoked '^ftbrft ki^ ©tie^ftice 
to the Republic ''after the' fii'ft Gonquefk* ^oH it. 
The . grc^itefl:' Ad\^nfcage -thde Famifes^ 'd^ivc 
from their Afitrquity^s .tfeing rfjor^'^brtfidtered 
in the BHpolal of ptiblic 'EmplbyfSltots -'that 
reflcd Hoiioiir on the-PoflcffijHrs ; in Fl^iiil of 
Precedency, air^ tlie 'Nobllit^ of-A?«fV^ ^ilank 
alike. - ' -^'^■J'^ x--. : . , 

NOBiLIxr of tht SECOND CLASS. 

THIS Clafs is cornpofcd t)f thofe whdT-caa 
produce -nc) authentit- Proof of thei^ •^Nohi- 
lity eafli^ 'ftah ^ r289, ^hen ^ their Names 
were written in the £:i5rrf irf^Or^,- which nowr 
contM'^ttdiib^Uah^'%^^%^^ It 
was ' aVWat ^^nerVfcri!^^^ del 
Conjgiid, tTn^Llft ' ofHhe^T^obfc^-^^ 
made out, ' and -a LaW' cii'adlecf, "that^if the 
Narries 6f their Children were not written in 
this Book wiihin a certain Time after their 
Birch, they fliould forfeit their Title .to Nobi- 
lity ; and this alfo happens, if the Contra^ 
4 of 
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of their Parents* Marriage docs not legally 
pafs the Senate, which it cannot do, if a no- 
ble Venetian marrie3 a public Performer, either 
in the Drama, or Mufic, one who has been m a 
State of Servitude, or one whofe Father is of any 
Profeffion or Trade, excepting a Phyfician, a 
Manufa£turer of gold or filver Silks, or a 
Maker of Glafs. As it is now upwards of 
four hundred Years fince // Serrar del Conjig- 
liOy this Clafc of Nobles is highly eftcemed. 
The moft confiderable of thefe Families that 
flill exift, are the Moncenigo^ the Capelhj Fof- 
carini^ Fofcari^ Grimaniy Griliij Garzoni, L$ve* 
4any Donay Naniy Malipierv^^ Peforo^ Pifani^ 
Priuliy Ruzzinij Sagredo, Valier^ Fenier^ Bajfd^ 
donay ^c. ^c. moft of thefe have given Doges 
to the Republic, and the reigning one at pre- 
fait . is a Mdncenigo» In this Rank are alfo 
placed thirty Families that were ennobled nine- 
ty-one Years later^ on the Termination of the 
Ccnoefe War, as a Reward for afllfting the 
State with vaft Sums of Money; the moft 
jPpnnd,erable of thefe that are remaining are the 
Trevifan^ Vendraminy RenifTy JuJUy and Paf- 
j^ualigti. 

U 4 After 
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\ Mm having wtreduccd yfeu to fo much 
*g€K*i GoBfipany, I think yotr -wiH not be fony 
4f f tafee niy • locavc ^br ilie picfent ; %mt I 
OMinet-do that^ wrthbut firft afinring yoq, dmt 
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13^, A— »^ to Mr, 

^^rr, iWSjr 61, 47tti, 

TO proceed with mjrSdfcgcift ^ere lldc 
it ra my laft l>cttfcr^ I -mUft flow tall^ 
^ you a little of a younger Braqdh tbt^ 
Venetian Nobility, whom I fliall ftik i^ -diird 
IClafs, 2mA even diefc are reQ)cftabIe ^ thpir 
-J^miquity.' 



NOB It 
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NOBILITY of the THIRD CLASS.- 

IN this Clafs are comprehended about eighty 
Families, who purchafed their Nobility for an 
hundred thoufand Ducats each, during the laft 
War of Candia% fome of thefe have remained 
poor and diftreffed ever fince^ by that Inftancc 
of their Vanity : the following are ftill con- 
fid^rable for their Wealth and Alliances, the 
Videman^ Labia^ Zenobia^ Fitiij Manini^ Gam^ 
hara^ ^c. ^c. The Savorgnan gave to the 
Republic fome Fortrefles of great Importance, 
for guarding the Venetitian Territories from 
the Encroachments of i^€^urks\ and the 
%oni made the State a Prefent of the Pro- 
vince of Cremaj of which they poffefled the 
Seignory ; and for thefe firce Gifts the two 
Families received the Honour of being enno- 
bled. Though the noble Venetians can au- 
thenicate the Antiquity of their Nobility bet- 
ter than any People perhaps in Europe^ yet 
not content with this Advantage, they are fond 
of deriving their Families from fabulous Ori- 
ginals: thus the Contariniy from a Similitude 

of 
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of Name, pretend to be defcended from an- 
tient German Princes, who were ftiled Counts 
of th^ Rhim \ tjie Juftinimij who give for 
their Arms a Spread Eagle, from thence claim 
tbtir Dcfecnt from an Emperor of the Eaft 
of their Naaic, I have been told a ci;M:ious 
Anecdote of this noble FaiBily, that I will 
relate for your Amufement : fame Centuries 
paft, they fitted .out a VcfTel, under the Doge 
Vital Michel e, to fight againft the Emperor 
Emamjel ; (who had ill treated the Venetians 
in the Levant) the Jufiiniani were all cut tp 
•pieces, and the only furviving Male w^ ^ 
JBmcdiSims JStm^ for who^ tlje Doge obtain^! 
A Difpenfatian of his Vpws fromi the Pope, 
4md married ^im to his Da^ghter, and from 
4his Couple are dqfteoded the prefent Family, 
:accordir>^ xo this, I^.egfiud,:cwhich whether true 
(0r filfe I fil^U j^at take upon me to deter- 
jmn^ Oflc Branch of the Comoro FamHy^ 
Jlile jchcmfelves . Comoro della Regina^ from onjc 
their Hopf^.-having been Queen of Candia 5 
ibut this Al}i^nGe is rather a Blot in their 
Efcutcheon, if a certain evil Fame may be 
.relied on, who lays, that the Hulband of this 
Lady was qnUfurper, whom fixe poifoned, and 

trea- 
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treacheroully betrayed the Candians to the Ve- 
fteUans* A Gentleman has promifed to intro* 
duce me to a Lady of this Name, who is a 
very agreeable, fenfible Woman, and who, he 
fays, will ftiew nic the complete Ornaments 
of the Toilette of the Queen above-mentioned, 
which is ftill in) the Pofleflion of the Family, 
and valued by them at many thoufand £>ucats» 



The CITIZENS, or ORDER of 
SECRETARIES, 

THE Citizens had formerly a large Share 
in the Government, and Venice yfOvXd probably 
have always remained in a State (^ Democra- 
cy, had not the RcfentmentroC Pie^ro Gra- 
DSViGo. againft many of the Clafs, who op* 
pofed his being choien Dc^e, determined him 
to transfer the Power entirely from the Peo- 
ple into the Hands of the Nobility, which 
he fully effedked by Means of the Serrar del 
ConfigUo I at which. Period, fcveral of the No- 
bles loft their Rank, by not being admitted 
into the Secret and at prefcnt, by the Word 
Citizen, (at ?ltiicfi) is meant the Families thus 

excluded 
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excluded from the Grand Council^ many 
whom bear the fame Name and Arms of the 
old Nobility *, and to thefe may be added ma* 
ny who by Merit or Money have obtained 
the fame Privileges in the Republic : they 
rank with the Nobility of the Terra Firma^ 
and one at leaft of every Family wears the 
Vcft, the fame as the noble Venetians it has 
been thought, this is allowed them to prevent 
the People from obferving how fmall a Num- 
ber of Men they are governed by. Though, 
by a ftandipg Law, every noble Venetian is 
forbid to enter into Trade, yet they often join 
privately in Commerce with the wealthy Citi» 
zens, which the Senate winks at, becaufe 
when they are become opulent, they can make 
it turn to the Advantage of the State, by 
employing them in expenfive Embaffics. From 
among the Citizens are chofen the Secretaries 
of the Senate, Secretaries of Embaffies, and 
alfo Refidents at foreign Courts, for a noble 
Venetian can accept of no Employment of that 
kind, but with the Title of AmbalTador; and, 
for the fame Reafon, the Republic receives 
no foreign Mihifter in any intermediate Cha-^ 
racter between a Refident and an AmbalTadon 

The 
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The Dignity of Grand Chancellor is always 
conferred on one of this Clafs ; and as it is 
the higheft Honour that can be attained by a 
Perfon who is not noble, it is generally given 
^s a Reward to one who has ferved the Re- 
public weU in expenfive RefidencieSt The Sub- 
jedts of the Venetian State are by fome rated, at 
prefent, at about 2,65^,448 but thofewho have 
made very accurate Enquiries upon this Head 
affirm, that they are over-rated by one million. 

Thus, niy Friend, I have obeyed your Com- 
mands, and, in as concile a Manner as I pof- 
fibly could, have endeavoured to give you a 
juft Idea of the very extraordinary Govern- 
ment of the Republic of Venice \ I flatter my- 
felf, that by offering you this at one View, 
I have faved you the Trouble of turning over 
fome Books which, bcfides being very dry read- 
ing, you might not eafily have met with : 
but was this ♦ little Extraft (or whatever you 
are pleafcd to call it) to fall under the Ob- 
fervation of a lefs indulgent Judgment than 
yours, I fhould, with great Reafon, fear being 
jcharged with having given it in a flovenly in- 
gprrcft Manner. I fhali only advance, in my De- 
fence, 
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ffcncc, that you well know how limited my Time 
is at Venice^ and how ftrongly my natural Incli- 
nation leads me to a much more entertaining 
Study than that of Hiftory ; but to fuch a 
Friend as yourfelf, I could not refufe a Gra- 
tification that it was in my Power to procure 
you, at the trifling Expence of putting myfelf, 
for a few Hours, out of my Way ; I ohly 
wifh you may find my Attempt fatisfaftory. 
However, before I entirely quit this Subjcdt, I 
cannot forbear communicating to you a few Re- 
flexions into which it has naturally led mc; it 
is melancholy to obferve, that in a Govcm- 
mcnt fo wife in many of its Parts, fuch gro& 
Errors Ihould be fuflfered to pafs uncorrcfted, 
as muft in Time moft certainly deftroy the 
whole Syftem. A total Negleft evidently ap- 
pears in the Education of the young Nobi* 
lity, which gives them an Ignorance, I had 
almoft faid Brutality, that renders them very 
difagreeablc in civil Society, and muft prove 
an Obftacle to their becoming wife aiKl pru- 
dent Magiftrates ; and, added to this, the Li- 
centioufnefs not only permitted, but even en- 
couraged, among the Clergy, has produced 
fuch a lliamcful Negleft in Matters of true 

Religion, 
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Religion, that Vice and Immorality feem to pre* 
vail among all Ranks of People, which muft 
in Time infallibly bring to a final Diffolution 
this once flourifhing and powerful Republic, 
JHow amazingly muft the Manners of the Ve^ 
futians have been corrupted fince their firft 
Eftablifhment, if the Abbatc Langier has 
drawn a true Character of them in his Storia 
Vtneta^ P. 130, Libro i. He fays, Bfigevanji 
Coftumi purij Condotta femplice^ una Viia labo^ 
fiejia fcr Otfenere da Lei la ^aliia di Cittadino. 
The fame Author quotes a Letter, written by 
Cassiodorus, who was Minifter from King 
Theodorici; to the Tribunes of the mari- 
time Ifles, which contains thcfe Words, Pik 
di fujfante piccale Ifole ejfendo Jlate Abitate fuc- 
(^ffivamente intvrno Riah$ fer componere al firc^ 
^uefta Cita prodigiofa. P. 160. Libro 2. i 
have tranfcribed this only by Way of obferv- 
ing bow very early Riallo (now called Venice) 
became a confiderabl^ Place. Langier places 
the Eleftion of Paolo Lucio Anafeste, the 
firft Doge, in 697, which is twelve Years ear- 
lier than St. DisDiER'S Account, who fays, 
this Prince was elected in 7©9. Amelot de 
J.A Ho^ssA?:, in his Hiftory of the Republic 

of 
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of Venice^ fays. The Government of Venice 
by Confuls and Tribunes, which lafted 270 
Years, may be called her Infancy •, the de- 
fpotic Reign of the Doges, from Paolo Lu- 
cio Anaf£ste to Sebastian Riani, (which 
comprehends 463 Years) her Childhood; the 
Democracy, (which lafted above a Century) her 
Youth, which, fays he, was robuft and vigo- 
rous *, but, as it often happens in (imilar 
Cafes, it was difturbed and agitated by dan- 
gerous Paroxifms of Wars and Revolts. Her 
Virility, he adds, began with il Serrar del Con* 
figUoy and lafted till the War of the League 
of Camhray^ in 1309, which may be called 
the Beginning of her old Age. 

The Republic liberally rewarded Sanazar 
for the following very flattering Epigram : 

' Viderat Adriacis Venetum Neptunus in Undis 
Stare Urbem isf toto dicere Jura Mart. 

I nunc Tarpeias, quantum vis^ Jupiter, arces 
Objice^ & ilia tui Mseoia Martis, ml : 

Si Tiberim Pelago confers^ Urbem a/pice utramque^ 
Illam Homines dices^ banc pojfuijfe Deos. 



Thus 
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Thus haftiJy tranflated by a Gentleman of 
my Acquaintance : 

Neptune within the Adriatic Seas 

Beheld fair Venice her rich Turrets raife, I 

And feem o'er all the Main to iffue her Dc- | 

crees — ^ 
JbvE, qqoth the God^ on all thy Power I call 
To equal this — bring thine own Mars's Wall-~ 
Tarpeian Cliffs — immortal Tyber*^ Waves, 
Where mighty Rme her deep Foundations 

hves. 

Compare the Cities, and reluftant pwn^ 
Thy proudeft Toils by what I guard outdone,; 
Works but of human Skill thy Bulwarks ftand. 
Mine boaft the Touch of an immortal Hand. 

As I am very partial to this famous Re- 
public, even in her prefent faulty State, I can- 
not do better than to take my Leave of her, 
after paying her fo high a Con?iplimcnt ; and at 
the fame Time (hall bid you, my dear Friend, 
adieu for fome Time, as I propofe leaving Ve-- 
nice in a few Days, and from what Place I fhall 
next write to you, I cannot at prefent forefec, 
Farewel, believe me, i^c. &c. 

VoL.IL X LET- 
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LETTER LVL 
to Mrs. . 

My deareft Friend, , June 20. 

THE kind Expreflions in your welcome 
Epiftle, and fuperabundant Thanks for 
my trifling Prefent, were, I affure you, a Cor- 
dial to my Heart. I am rejoiced that you 
have pafled fo good a Winter, and hope the 
Summer will be ftill more propitious to you.. 

You will fee, by the Date of this Letter, 
we have changed our Situation, and are got 
to a fweet Retirement, on the Banks of the 

J the Houfe is fmall, convenient, clean 

and chearful; the Gardens moderate, and in 
good Order; and the whole Atmofphcrc per- 
fumed with Rofes, Jafmines and Orange Flo^ 
wers, which we have in great Profufion. The 
River, which is in the Front of the Houfc, 
affords a continual moving Pifturc of large 
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Barges, pafling to and fro from Venice to 
Padua^ from either of which Places we can 
have any Thing brought by Water to the 
very Door. The north Side of the River is 
planted with Foreft Trees, and the fouth Side 
with Vines that hang in beautiful Feftoons, 
fupported by other Trees : in Ihort, we want 
nothing but a few liberal Souls (fuch as di- 
llinguifli the Party you adorn) in this Neigh- 
bourhood, to render this delicious Spot an abfo- 
lute terreftrial Paf adife yet, I am fure, whilfl: 
you have the Advantage of fuch a Society, 
you would not exchange your retired Spot for 
all I have been defcribingj and in this Pre- 
ference, I join with you moft cordially, and 
beg my beft Love to all the dear Mortals that 
are To happy to be collefted within the magic 
Circle. 

A hafly Summons -(on Account of the De- 
parture of the Packet that contains this Tri- 
fle) obliges me* to ufe more Brevity than I 
am either accuftomed or inclined to. I can- 
not, however, fend it off without enclofing a 
Piece of News, that I flatter myfelf is not quite 
indifierent tp youi namely, that, pleafe God 
X 2 no 
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ro unforefcen Accident intervenes^ in a twelrc- 
rr.vonth's Time, at fartheft, I may probably be 
fo happy as to fahite you all in your ulual 
dear Affemb!y-Room. Be perfuadcd, however, 
of this fiir.ple Truth, that whether the Time 
I am abfcnt from you all, is long or fboct, 
or the Diftance great or fmall, I am ever, and 
fhall always remain, with the fame AfibfHon 
and Sincerity, 

your ever faithful and obliged 



Pray let me have the Plcafurc to hear ftom 
you foon. 

P. S. By the Bye, I have a Fawor m 
the Tranfcript-Way to entreat of you/ You 
do not forger, I am fure, that, previous to 
my fettirg 6fF for Venice^ I was hurried about 
(my ufual Mode) from Spot to Spot, and lent 
you occafional Accounts of fuch Plac» acnd 
Events as I thought bed worth your Notice. 
A dear Friend here wilhes to lee therfr: now, 
as fome Time is elapfe*, it wouTd five my 
Head as well as Hand much Troublc^"^ ff yo(b 
would oblige me with Co|>ics of dHife Let- 
2 ter% 
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ters, provided you have thought them worth 
preferving : I mean only (as you may imagine) 
the defcriptive Parts of them. 



LETTER LVII ♦ 
— — to Mrs. — — . 

Bridgenortb^ Jufy 5. 

I THtNK myfetf fo much obliged to you, 
for your taking fo much Notice of my 
infignrficant Scrawl, that I am not the leaft 
inclined to find Fault with the Length of 
Time you have taken in anfwering my laft ; and 
to (hew my Sincerity in this Particular, I am 
fat down to acknowledge your Favour, though 
1 have not had it in vs\y Pofleffion longer than 
this Afternoon, for it has lain fome Time in 
London. I have been on a Vifit to a worthy 
tpriend of ours, ^t this Place, for a Month 

* Tills and the enfuing Letters are the Tranibripts d^t 
fired in the foregoing. 

^3 paftf 
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.paft, and I afTure you, I have all the Rea- 
fon in the World to be fatisfied with my 

Journey. Pray, Mrs. — , did you ever loe 

Bridgenorth ? I believe not — ^Yery well then 
I muft give you lome little Defcription of this 
Place, (as I am habituated to do of every 
new Spot I tread upon, whether large or fmall) 
for I thinjc Bridgenorth is, in Poinf of Situa- 
tion, by much the prettied I ever faw •, it 
is divided into two Pariflies, diftinguiihed by 
the Names of the Upper and Lower Town. 
I was, the other Day, on a Vifit to the Rec- 
tor of the upper Parifli ^ the Earfonagfs-Houfe 
is a truly Gothic Strgfture, which overlooks 
the Church- Yard, and though I cannot fay^ 
this is the moft pkafant^ y^t it certainly is 
not the leaft ufcful Profpeft in the World, to 
a fpeculative Mind. The upper Tp\^n is fitU; 
ated on a Cliff, which renders it very whol* 
fome, both from its Height, ^nd the Clear- 
nefs of the Air. The View from our back 
Windows is more beautiful than ^ny fhing 
you can imagine : at the Foot of fhc Hil]» 
the Severn rolls its cryftal Waves, in a charm- 
ing ferpentine Streafp, down xo the Banks 
whereof, is a Succeffion of floping Gardens, 

' that 
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that vie with each other in Beauty, Fragrance, 
and Order. On the oppofite Side, in a Vale, 
lies the lower Town, and above that are de- 
lightful Fields and Meadows, interfperfed with 
fine Plantations of Trees of a long Growth. 
The Grounds, by an eafy Afcent, terminate, 
at lad in a Common, fifteen Miles long, on 
which is a very good Horfe-Courfc ; to the 
left, the Profpeft is bounded by a very* high 
Rock, and on the right, as far as the Eye 
can, ft retch, is a fine open fertile Country ; this 
ftrong Contraft has a moft happy E^eft. A 
noble Object in this inimitable Landfcape is 
the Ruin of an old Cattle, which, from the 
Ppfition wherein it has been left by a Can- 
non-Bali, is, perhaps, one of the greateft Cu*, 
riofities in Europe i it ftrikes us with Admi- 
ration and Awe, while we contemplate its nod- 
ding Towers, which look as if they meant to 
overwhelm the hcedlefs Paffcnger in fudden De- 
ftruftion 5 yet the Mathematicians affirm, that 
nothing lefs than an Earthquake can move this 
immenfe Pile of Buttding. Round it is a de- 
lightful Walk, where we often repair when thej 
Weather is inviting ; but when this happens 
not to be the Cafe, we have for our Amufe- 
X 4 ment, 



jii s^:lect letters. 

ment, in the HouTe^ a M£rQfc9pe^ a cefie6biiig 
Tellef.c^s, and a Camera Qkfiura: the fidt trf 
thefe is my Favourite; Mr. — ^ by the hdp 
of it, the other Day, dctci6to4 a BcM of 
Humble Bee^ in the very .Aft of fcratcbing m 

(Ohy fliameful Trui^ !) off the downy 

Part of his Neok, and this Uttt^ Aninaal, 
tilough fcarcely perceptible to the naked Eye, 
is a mbft tremendous Figure, much vcfeirtbUiig 
a JHbgj in the Giafs ^ for Part, 'th@pugh 
I am not apt to be attracted by gaudy * Go- 
lours, I am abfolutely in iove ^th the ?a- 
diant Arnnour of a green \9f^//?, richly 'gfided, 
with a SuH«Beam. I own to you,, roy ^oed 
Friend, I have a hearty ^Contempt -for tfae-Gmrr 
combs of the human Race, who place all ^hoir 
Happinefs in Drefs, when I conffider that 409 
humble Moth, in the fimple Haisfrt which -Na- 
ture has given it, farWdhincs them m all .llh^ 
Glitter of Lace and Embroidery^ 

Whenever we amufe oorfdlves with *tiusfe 
Sort of Contemplations, am worthy Neigbiaur 
the Paftory never falls to make Improveimxu: 
go Hand in Hand with jAmufemenr, hy ta- 
king OccaGon to expatiate on ^he W^dom aad 

Ijouiv-. 



bquoteous .pqoc^ls pf our ,$rq^t Qrc^tqr^ C9&* 
ecnplified m the ith^ D^muc^ ^ ^eU .^s ^ i^ie 
gFcaicft .Qb^<^s .of Nature Thi? «cpll?m 
Man edifies his Parlihionecs vpufh bjr ^ 
exemplary Life he leads, as by the found and 
vribodu9c ^oftope 4ie dqliver^ frojp t^ie J^-ulpit, 
and be does this with .tbe oioft cb^^ul Dif«. 
portion that can be, and totally fr^e from the 
leaft ^dpw td QfiMffUUmi we attend him 
f very Morning to public Prayers in the Churclu 

Now, my good Friend, I have given you a 
very particular Account of my prefent Situa- 
tion^ and leave it to jou to judge, if it 
not very ^reeable. I muft add to this, that 
I got here Time enough for the Races, where 
there was ^.^^t Ap^acance ^f - Company^ 
(for fuch a Place ;) though Men were fcarce^ 

I got ^ Partner, ciphlijgly:. Xoi^ 

Family were the firft in Rank. Lady — — 
-r— opened dse ^all, aqd I had the Honour 
to daace a Miouet ynth JWr. .."stti— > jche rfifift 
Njght: indepd,4 tv^e iqet^^h fo,;qau9kIV>lit|^ 
ne6 and .Ggodpef? fromicvery,-BQ4jr io.jWs 

the Worlds iiiat.X,iigi ^Ec.Jitiall bc^gdcvs^ 
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JjmittH was not lb lucky, flu- I 
and terrified almoft to Deadl y but, thnk 
my Liofs was but fmall, nd I have atiielf 
recovered my Spirits. 

I defue my Love and bcft Re^Kds to the 
worthy Family, and am 

-your very fndiful Fficiid, 



L E I- T E R LVril, 
so Mrs* r — r> 

I HAVE been fomc Time without hearii^ 
from you. I hope, my exodlent Friend, 
you have not been laid up with any bad 
Complaint. If fodal Worth could ward off 
Mabdy^ you Would * never be alL Perhaps 
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jroti have not been in the Writing-Vein*, fuch 
a Fit attacks us all at Times, and you know 
it is pur Rule reciprocally to allow for it. 
If that is the Cafe, do but fubfcribe the Ini- 
tials of your Name to a good, ' though fhort 
Account of yourfelves^ apd I will reft con; 
licnted, 

I know not what I faid in my laft, but to 
the beft of my Remembrance, I gave you 
no Account of this terreftrial Paradife; btt 
now I am more acquainted with its BeautieS| 
I will make an Attempt of that Sort, 

The Sweet winding T^ay^^ which runs at 
^e Bof:tom of our Garden, for upwards of (ix 
Miles, forms . the moft beautiful Canal you can 
imagine \ on the one Side of it, for the famo 
Extent, j»re deli^tful Walks, rifing one above 
another, no jefs than five Stages, all amply, 
fh^ded with fbtely Trees, from around whofe 
Trunks the twining Woodbine and Sweet-Briar 
pour forth a Profufion of Sweets ; the flopbg 
Sides of the Walks are alfo planted with Va- 
riety of fweet'fmelling Sbtubfe which being 
fanned by th; frefh Breezes off the River, 

fcatwr 
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(iAtter PerfumRS in ^ pjcntcous ^p^^tcfUl 
^et.urn alpng die vjerd^ 3^iak3- At jxidkioui 
Pilbaces ^re placed ^rafi^ Seats, moi^-gqow^ 
(;^Us,aad,0pwQ7 AriioHi;^, ^dl which, m Jtheir 
^yecal Turfls, wwl^i iavipe ii« jto ;fit .dpwa 
ap^ indulge ContemplatioB, .but th^t the ua- 
wearied Mind, enraptured with thefe enchan* 
ting Objects, urges us to proceed in Search 
pf j;iew .jSQautie;s, .and in that Fucfgit it x^npoc 
\^ me^ ivith 4Jie .fligh^idt Di%pq^ai|neQt. 
^.he oppoiice ^ide ^ ^9 ^xh^t p adec^ ^P^nkt 
figplj; fringed ^itlfL Wpod 4;^,a ywfg?r Grpi^j^h 1 
at diiFereat P^iot^s yieW;i /we.iee the 
another beautiful River, and a foaming Caf- 
fide; teackipaying tiiQ Tjibote of their lucid 
Stores imo the BaSom xsf the ^Tts/y who, 

iS :iif cQnlcious id iapaim JMem, .xxips lunibly 
4}fiOg, in Muro^urs of Seif-Applaafe^ 
9b«mik)g FiH#e(5|t ,i$ at hft .dofed svmh ¥icnes 
^f .i^iiitmt .S^uj^ff^ ')HilI$ xpvwd mxh >3^fQC8, 
Vi«kSt wd tlVfa»)iit&ias.of.a,ip^ vsae- 
fthk jAi^peanaice, .covered with a Heath do 
))ea^dfid, tji^ .it may . vie with tbe Rowing 
i£rnaiian&hus. T'hc Gacdcns Jsae ^ery « ^exoenQve, 
|«d Jaki out Vii t^;ii9^ Xalbe, that is to 
^» .Mr»h Q^nck^r jud 3$tn^4k:it|r united^ 
v.. . Naow 
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Bfature appars here ih Her IbVcficft Attire,^ 
and Art is cbnrcnted- to' adt m her proper 
Sphere, aSr'I^ndmaid to the GoJdefs. We 
fildom drftik tdi in tfit Houfe j fonietimes 
srtt dfegafit Tettt and* Maf'qitis is pitched at 
Ssmc fine Point of View j foretimes we refort 
to a fine banqtiming Room, and" often the 
Shade cf a fergfe Ijpreading OSk has the Fre- 

ference. Upoh thfelfe Occafions^ — ^ al- 

Vfey^ readk'and We Wofk. t^hat mofl^ attrafts 
my Admffation hfere" is, to perceiVc that in 
f^ry furrbundihg Objefib, Utility adds Merrti 
to BfcautP^ : the' Faftti-HoUfeis' on this EAat^ 
afrtr nWt as the Ffeftcf df rhduftry can make, 
diem, aAd* chfeafftil' as the Sfmiles of Content]^ 
ditti fiv^fy Crtatiife that breathes upon thii 
l^dt feems to jparficipate in the unfeigned 
Happineis of the excelTent Pofleflbrs, whole 
Goodnefs adds the higheft Luftre to WealtR 
and Tide that ttiey afe capable of receiving. It 
was weir faid, whoever made the Obfervation, 
that a good Aftion never lofes its Reward; 
here was I fat down, full of Love and Re- 
fpeft, to write my deareft Friend a dutiful and 
loving Letter, when lo, and behold ! I was 
made happy by the Receipt of yours ; and 

truly 
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truly rgoiced I am to find, that my Fears 
are groundlefs; however, I don't feel happy 
at the Thought of your Family's meeting with 
any Interruption to its Pkafures. Believe my 
Aflurance fincere, when I affirm, diat I think 
the Consent which reigns therem, hr excels in 
Value the higheft Gratificadons that Shew and 
Grandeur can beftow on its reftle& Votaries. 
I am afraid, by what you fay of , 
I gave you an Account ef its Beauties in my 
laft, if foy this will be a horrid, ftupid Re- 
petition ; in that Cafe, commit me to tfat 
Flames without the leaft Remorfe of Confcience:. 
I hope the Sight of a Letter direfted by the 
Pen of a fine young Gentlemen, won't g^vc 
you any Alarm; I confefs it has done fo by 
me, fince this new fafhioned Way of franking. 
Adieu ! In more Hafte than caa be exprefled, 
believe me ever 

your very finccre Friend, 



LET- 
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L E T T E R LIX: 
— — to Mrs. . 

HOW much do I hold tnyfelf indebted to 
you, my , deareft Friend, for the fingular 
Story contained in your laft Letter! With 
what Delight have I pcrufed, and re-perufed 
it ! What an excellent Being is that Mr, — . ! 
What a Heroifm of Generofity ! — ^That he alone 
(from whom it could be leaft cxpefted or defer- 
ved) fliould ftand forth, and by a timely Aft 
of Benevolence, fave a whole Family from Ruin ! 
Blcflings go with him ! It may truly be termed 
a divine Aftion, to confer Bounties on thofe 
who have committed Offences againft us ; and 
the next Confolation to having the Power to 
be fo virtuous ourfelves, is to fee thofe who 
have that Power, ready and defirous to exert 
it. I have been told that the Matter of the 
Family fo benefited was once — — 



Wc 
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Wc have been thefe fix Weeks paft at 

Houfe, a very magnificent Seat of — 

twenty Miles higher up in the High- 



lands than this Place is ; though it far ex- 
ceeds in Grandeur, yet I own the 

rural Beauties of the latter, haye more Charms 
for my humble Difpofition ; Providence ha- 
ving no doubt, defigned me to tread the 
Cool fequcftered Vale of Life/ has bounded 
my Ideas accordingly^ and I look upon this 
as one of the numberkfs Inllances I have tx^ 
perienced of the Divine Bounty. The Coun« 
try about is very romantic and beauti- 
ful ; in fome Places rather wild, in others very 
fertile, which forms a fine Contraft. Tha 
Houfe is immenfely large, the Rooms, sure in* 
finite in Number, finely proportioned, and 
elegantly furniQied throughout j 'tis fituated ia 
a very cxtenfive Vale, amply wooded^ and or- 
namented with four beautiful Rivers, all of 
which, at different Places, lofe themfelves in 
the Tay. Some of them from the Tops of 
very high Mountains receive a prodigious In- 
ccul^om the fined natural Cafcades you can 
hich is a Sight extremely beautifiil, 

and 
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fend at the fame Time very tremendous. The 
!< kchen-G Tden is the fineft Thing of the 
Kind that in my Life I ever faw elegant Sum- 
mer-Houfes, Alcoves, Oftagons, ^c. ^c. often 
teniptc-d us to dripk Tea abroad, and enjoy the 
fine- ;*xtenfive Views at Leifure. I fhould have 
told you, that the Vale is fufrourded with HiUs 
iand Mountains, ai fuch a Diftance, that in- 
ftead of confining the Profpeft, they add grea't- 
ly to the Grantieur of it. 

I muft not omit to mention a natural Cu- 
riofiry 1 here met with, of a very extricrdinary 
Kind ! Pherson, Laird of Foignes. two 
Years before the Peace, raifed eight and twen- 
ty Men to ferve in Ammca \ who un^nimdufly 
declared, when i ney came to embark, that they 
would not have enlifted, had they not thought 
they fliould have ferved under bim\ the ge- 
nerous Laird was fo ftruck with this Proof 
of their Attachment, that he declared they 
fhould not be difappointed, and, at the Age 
of feventy-two, alked Leave to fcrve as a Vor 
lunteer: during the Remainder of the Cam- 
paign he was prefent in every Aftion, was 
always ready to expofe his Perfon, and never 

Vol. II, Y was 
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[ a fingle Day prevented by Illnefs fro« 
doing his Duty ; the Gavernmcnt has reward- 
ed hia {piritcd Gencrofity with a JJiuOnaMcy^ 
and Leave to retire upon full Pay^ fo that 
now, like the Patriarchs of old, he wagcsi 
more harnJefs Wars with the feathered Race 
and fwift-footed Sug : now, at near fourfcorc 
Years of Agp, be is able to walk and fcraox- 
ble amongft the Mountains^ the wlioJe Day, in 
Parfuit of Game. How few, a^y gppd Friend, 
of our degenerate Countrymen, are, at fuch an 
Age able to ferve their King and Country! 
Enervated by Sloth and Luxury, toqg before 
that Period of Life> they becqiae.t Burthen 
to themfelveS) and a Torment to all abaut 
tfeScm. When I looked at the military Garb 
and venerable filv^ Locks of thia Aortbci^R 
Hero, I fancied I faw in his finglc Pcciim 
an Epitome of all the illuftrioqs -Gr^ tha; 
ferved in the Siege of ^roy and if nfiy Ijeart 
had been incliaad to change its pBcfe^t Situ^^^ 
tion, I verily believe I fhould, withqutHcG- 
tation, have beilawed it upon, this ^Jiki; 
Mountawer. 

I fear the ScaCgn is now approaqhing, when 
pur friendly Affociation muft lofe fqrpe of ^its 

agree- 
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agreeable Ornaments ; I feel for the Mortifi- 
cation a fenjible Mind muft fufFer, at being 
obliged to quit the Society of a favourite fewj 
to mix with the unthinking many : but hope 
that the kind Genius of Friendfliip will inter- 
pofc a Gleam of Pleafurc, at the Profpcft of 
a future Meeting. 

You were enquired after, laft Week, by — 

, in the following ardent Terms : " How 

is that beft of good Beings ? Is fhe not the 
" worthieft of Hearen's Worthies ? Was there 
ever Acquaintance who did not efteem her. 
Friend who did not love her, Domeftic who 
did pot. blefs her, or Indigent, who came to 
her Door, that did not pray for her ? Long 
may fhe remain with us ! and whenever it 
" pleafes Providence to rcniovc her froni Earth, 
" may fhe receive Bleffings in a future State, 
in as ample Portions, as fhe, through Life, 
*^ has ever .wifhed and endeavoured to difpenfe 
" them to her Fellow-Creatures I fmiled Ap- 
probatiof), and prpmifed to fend the escadt 
Terms* 



Y 2. LET- 
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LETTER LX. 
Oumcss or Hthttcej 23 Dt. Bjrset, 

Cczafiami t; Jzme ifd^tziz^jjts :ie BaSar [ext ber^ 
9pcJt tie Bests if 'or Sol, Lari BealTCHavp. 

S r 2^ 

1A.-n very iai£b!T obliged by tfe kirf Com- 
paf^cn Toa cxjicds fat oae, under ooy besiry 
i^ffiictbn. The Med3t2Qoos, too fasivc tbrnifhed 
r^e with, the ftroRgcft Mochcs §at Coa- 

icbi:sn that can be o^Tcd to a Pcrfixi mider 
xcy cnhappy ClrcamftaDccs. Tke deaur, la- 
irxnced Son, I have kft, was the Pride and 
Joy of my Hean : but I hope I may be the 
irorc cafiiy cxculcd for bavii^ knked en him 
in thb Light, fince he was not lb from the 
outward Advantages he pofltfled, but from 
the Virtues and ReAitudc of his Mind. The 
Profpefts which flattered me, in R^ard to 
him, were not drawn from his diftinguifhed 
the Beauty of his Pcrfon, but 
- - from 
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from the Hopes that his Example would have 
been ferviceablc to the Caufe of Virtue, ^ind 
would have fliewn the, younger Part of the 
World, that it was pofllble to be chearful with- 
out being foolifli or vicious, and to be reli" 
gious without feverity or melancholy. His 
whole Life was one uninterrupted Courfe of 
Duty and Affeftipn to hi3 Parents ; and, when 
he found the Hand of Death upon him, his 
only Regret was to think on the Agonies which 
muft rend their Hearts; for he was perfeftly 
contented to leave the World, as his Con- 
fcience did not reproach him with any pre- 
fumptuous Sins, and he hoped his Errors woyld 
be forgiven. Thus he refigned his innocent 
Soul into the Hands of his merciful Creator, 
on the Evening of his Birth-Day, which com- 
pleated him nineteen. You will not be fur- 
prized, Sir, that the Death of fuch a Son 
fhould occafion the d^eepelj: Sorrqw ; yet, at 
the fame Time, it leaves us the moft com- 
fortable Affurance, that he is happier than 
our fondeft Wiflies and Care could have made 
him, which muft enable us to fupport the Re* 
mamder of Years which it fliall pleafe God 
to allot for us here, without murmuring or 
Y 3 Dif. 
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Difcontcnt, and quicken our Endeavours to pre- 
pare ourfelves to foUbw to that happy Place, 
where our dear valuable Child is gone before 
us, I beg the Continuance of your Prayers, 
and an)) 

S I R, 

Your moft obliged humble Servaat^ 
Lady H^rtforp* 



LELTER LXL 
Dr. A to Mr. Hcjle. 

Dear iSir, P)aris, . Jid/ 

IPronnifed you fhouli hear fr^ me on mj" 
Tour, r DOW wrk^ to you from this Mew 
trt>polis ef D/r/ and GeHfUity^ which^ owing to 

^ The Editor re«um« his ThaolEt Frie#4 
wl^o fi> p<^|l!^ obligisd hiin fHlh this<M3gmari^tlcr^ and 
only wifhes it had come to hu Hands Time enmf^ to Jbarc 
been ini^rfed earlier in this CoUefiion. 

the 
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the NaiTownefs of the Streets and Height of 
the Houfes, puts me more in mind of the Ca- 
pital of Tfortb than of South Britain \ but 
then the Grands Hotels are more noble, and in 
greater Abundance than our Noblemen's Houfes j 
and the Environs of Paris are, in my Opi- 
nion, finer than thofe of London^ which Place 
we left on Monday the 14th of this Month, 
and arrived here on ^uefday the 2 2d, with- 
out meeting any difagreeable Accident during 
the Journey. We have got a very elegant 
Apartment in one of the beft Parts of PariSj 
and, you may be fure, have loft no Time 
fince our Arrival, in feeing every Thing 
that is worthy a Stranger's Curiolity. The 
^builleriesj of which French NovcUifts make 
fuch frequent Mention, is a pleafant Place for 
the People of Fafhion to take the Air in; 
The Louvrej which, in outward Shdir, far 
exceeds any Palace we have, runs along one 
End of it, and on the oppofite Side a fine 
Square is building, called the Place de Louis 
^inzB'y there are noble fhady Walks, and a 
champing Terrafs, that commands a fine View 
*of Paris \ but the old Tafte, in which the 
of the Garden is laid out^ is frightful, 
Y 4 and 
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and cxaflly refembles the Ornament! of t 
Minced-Pye. There U another faftiionablc 
Rendezvous for the Evening Airings, about 
a Mile out pf PariSj that^ I confcfs, pleafes 
n*,e ftill more, called the Bois de Boullogne^ 
where, inftead of a fharp Gravel and crowd- 
^cd Walks, like our Park, you may wander 
about at full Liberty, and tread upon a ver- 
dant Carpet all the Time. We have feen fe- 
veral private Colleiflions pf Paintings, and 
other Cprio.fities, that do great Honour to the 
Tafte and Judgment of the Poflcflbrs : but 
nothing charms me fo much, as a noble 
CoUeftion "of Piftures at the jP^/w Royalty 
which bdongs to the Duke of Orleans, 
firil Prince of the Blood, and were chiefly 
purchafed by the famous Regent. The grand 
Opera here is the fineft Thing to fee you caa 
polTibly imagine the Scenes arc fplendiu, thq 
Drefles rich and elegant, the Dancer compofed 
with infinite Tafte, and finely executed, and 
the Stage much better filled than ours^: but 
the Mufic is truly deteftable ; *tis all Frercb^ 
and from the Beginning p the End like a 
folemn Dirge. As for the Voices, if you 
will imagine a Concert compofed of Cat?, 
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Gwls, and Monkeys, it will give you a tole- 
rable Idea of the Harmony, and whoever af- 
faflinates your Ears with the grcateft Violence 
is moft applauded. The French comic Opera 
;s as agreeable as the ferious ojae is the rc- 
verfe. The Songs are all fprightly ItaUan 
Airs ; the Scenery and Dreiles, as at the other, 
^xccl ours, and to my Fancy, this is the 
moft agreeable Amufement Paris affords their 
Manner of afting Plays, I own, does not charm 
9ie, after being ufed to the genteel, familiar 
Dialogue of our Epgli/h Comedies; and cvea 
in Tragedy, I think they have too much Ener^ 
gy, both of Voice and Aftion. I (hould not 
phus familiarly play the Critic, were I not 
perfedlly well acquainted with your Candour 
and Good-nature J for, after all, I am talking 
pf what I don*t underftand, and am as likely 
to be wrong as right. So much by Way of 
PigrefEon, a LJljerty all modern Novellifts 
jdlow themfelvesj and now my Narrative pro- 
ceeds to the Chapter of Faftiions, .for the Sake 
of the female Members of , your Party. The 
Ladies in general would, I belike, be hand- 
fome, but for two (hocking Dabs of Crimfon, 
pr Scarlet, which fome prefer, in a circular 

Form, 
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Form, dir&aty undci" each Eye, which makrt 
thtm look Vikt fo mmy Fiiiries) the Hair 
dpci&d out of att Proportion, for often the 
Height of the Harir more a great Deal dian 
the Lengdi of th^ whote Face ; Ladie9, whd 
aw quite fftode^e, are, at leaft, three Inches 
Qf'T^p^ taiHer than Englijb of the fame Height.* 
The Ho<^ are. very fntaH, the Ruffles rtry mc-^ 
derate^ and the Necks mor^ covered than in 
England \ ths Gowns art miide vci-y hfgh be-^ 
hifKt^ and pih |)retty dofe before, and alnsdft 
Wide at Bottom t% at Top ; the Pleats of 
th«: behind are made narrower than oun. 

The Wifcrtied' Ladies (indeed we never fee any 
seller irt^ Ptiblic) all wear Very fmall Oaps* 
Th(4 'Ce?urt ^being in Mourning, prevents out 
feeing ^any other finery than Diamonds, in 
^hich thcf L^ies fcem tx> abound, in gene- 
ra!, ^niore than- in Bngtdni. Not a Head of 
fttty hWfe I yet fcen that is not aWbkite- 
Yf f)&iifteded with Pomatum and Powder, thofe 
df the Foot as well as the Rich; T wonder 
the Confrmlption of Flower in this Merropo^ 
lis of well-drefled dirty People, docs wot indeed 

^ Thte vim evidently ^)ri<toD fome Tears flaet^ 
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|i Famine : the Streets are always fo crowded 
with them, that you would fwear Paris wai 
the moft populous Place, and the Parifians 
the mpft idle Set of People in the whole 
World. A fafliionable Cuftom here iis, when the 
Comedy is finiftied, to drive to what is called 
the Grande Boulevard^ one Side of which is 
fliaded with Trees, and the other filled with 
large CofFee-houfes, finely illuminated, where 
you fee all Manner of Sport going forward, 
as Eating, Dancing, Mufic, Puppet-Shows, 
Corijurere, Fireworks, Firc-Eaters, Giams, Lil- 
liputians, f^c. ^c. in (hort, you may be amufed^ 
in about the Length of the Mall, frdm eight' 
in the Evening till three in the Morning; but* 
the genteel Way is only to drive up and dowa* 
the Walk without getting out of-yfow G4r- 
^iage. I am afraid that my Defcription' of 
P^arii, and its Amufements, will tire both 
your Eyes and ;^our Patience^ at leiaft, ii hat* 
done fo by me, and I have fcribbled in fiich 
a Hurry, that it is not fk to fend; but I 
flatter myfelf, yoij would rather have a Letter 
it! written, than none ; I am mortified thoi^h, 
that it will you a great deal more po- 
ftage thar> it is Vi^orth, and by the Time it 
I reachM 
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reaches you, we (hall probably be purfuing our 
^Journey, fo that I cannot hope to hear a 
Word of or from dear England till I get to 

. In the mean Time, I beg to be 

remembered in the kindeft Manner, to every 
Friend, and that you will believe me to be, 
as I ever am, with Truth and Sincerity, your 
truly afFcftioaate and faithful 

J. A . 

I hope you are able to enjoy this charming 
Weather, (for I hope 'tis fuch with you as well 
as with us) by taking many agreeable Walk^ 
in your delightful Fields; I aflure you the 
Seine is nothing comparable to the Avon, and 
the P(?«/ Neuf^ fo much extolled by Fame and 
Frenchmen^ is a paltry Affair, in Coniparifon 
of Weftnuinfier Bridge. Now I muft have done, 
tflcj: I am fare ygu will be glad of it. 

I was fo charmed, and fo moved laft Night 
at the Tragedy of Zayre^ chat I am almoft 
tempted to recant what I have faid againft the 
French Tragedians ; but I ftill feel a Partiality 
for our own Aftprs, I will not: be fo unrca* 

I fonabl^ 
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fonable to tcize you any longer with my 
Scrawl ; once more adieu. 



LETTER LXIL 



Dr. A. 



to Mr. Hull. 



0£li 13. 



>UR Route was quite different from that 



to Ptfw, to my no fmall Joy, for I think a 
twice-gone Road almoft as bad as a twice-told 
Tale. I had an Opportunity, by this Means, of 
feeing Beauties in Cbampaigne, which, till then, 
I had no Idea of ; for many Miles the Road 
formed an adual Terrafs, bounded on one Side 
by little Hills, interfperfed with Vineyards and 
Corn-Fields, and on the other Side, the Eye 
is led, by a gentle Defcent, down to the moft 
fertile Vales, the Verdure of which could fcarce-. 
ly be conceived from the Painting of paftoral 




once went from Strajbourg 



Poetry ; 
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Poetry^ through thdc» for an immeole Way, 
meanders a moft beautiful iierpentioe Rnror, 
whofe Banks are adorned widi innumerable 
Droves of Cattle of every Sort, which puts 
one in Mind of the peaceful Reign of the 
Patriarchs, fince, being undivided, they appear 
to be the Property of one Mafter, You will 
fcarcely think, my good Friend, that thefe fmi- 
ling Scenes could raife melancholy Ideas, and 
yet they had that Effeft upon my Mind ; in 
almoft every Village we palled throo^, which 
had looked beautiful at a Diftancc, we found 
all the Appearance of Wretchedncfs and Want 
that you fee in the oioft dreary Partt of Savnj^ 
ibr what the Extravagance and Luxury of the 
Prince of Conde' (part of whofe immenfe Ter- 
ritory this is) leaves to the Peafants, is wredced 
from them by the lazy Priefts, who, like Lo» 
eufts, feem to be fent only to eat up the Riches 
of the Land : here you fee no hofpicable Gen- 
tleman's Seat ; no warm, neat Cottages ; tbofe 
are Comfpns refervcd onljf for the Englifi^ who 
would, perhjq>s, be more grateful for the BleC- 
fings they cojoy, if tbqr pofTefied fewer of thein* 
But to return to our Joumey; the fine Seafoa 
of the Tear^ good Roads, and every where 

tolerable 
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tolerable Accompipdatiorvs, carrfeU us m twelve 
Days to Sirc^outgy vher« we ftopped for thiiw 
Pays i from th^ce we fteertd ovr COurfe M 
Balk (Pr ^ »t is called io thft M^^) 

in SwUzerknl This Change in o«r Routp de- 
lighted nue. We were induced to make this 
Uttlc Round, to a gf^t P«rt of SuoIm^ 
wherp we heard «be Roads were almoft in^p^f-^ 
ftbl^, the Wfitcr unwhoUome, ft great Scarcity 
qf Provifions^ and the Mcftfles raging every 
vherc i Bdl is exjtrttndy wcU worth the 
fervation of Xravdlers i the Situation is on a 
very noble Pan of the Rlme^ which runs 
through the Town ; it alfo merits the Atten- 
tion of the Lovers of V^ertii, as the beft Relicb 
of the fwiQWs HoLBENs (known by the Name 
of Death's Dance) is preferved in the public 
Library. From Ball we proceeded to Scbaf-- 
baufertj another of the proteftant Swifs Can- 
tons ; about three Miles hence is the Cata- 
raft of the Rbinej an Objeft which I contem- 
plated with a MSxt^re -of HorrMV and Pleafurey 
* eafier to be felt than defcribed, which I beg 

you will tell — conveyed to me a 

clearer Idea of the Sublime and BeautifuU than 
I could ever gather even from Mr. Burke. 

We 
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wad tszwimotM s wiTfpicBtaic y tt xhc 

it Cm^smt: bar cpn dc vhoik:, doi^ I 
tte SmjOurismi «D cl^o^ m-fixOm^ zasm 
h m vapcSs&iCL tndaodaoh Air, eves ir iiie 

got S3D dbe lyfTwlj crarw Xbk^ jn£ 
Oum Notriiy id mc^ a&d I had asir ^2ic 
SDorafyng itrflrftinn to make, ttfaat vittx I 
lift mflhi tbofe niggod Pjcts, I wis goor^ a- 
wank Ei^^md^ and doit, jfas ! ins gOH]^ frams 
jc I win trnkHc you with no furdK- Fbf- 
tkruLci of oar Jocrocv, ikve that wc f^r rffl iP Ll 
ic widxnit any fiiiiftn' Acckknt wluicvtx. 

Adieo! 



FINIS. 
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We next travdlcd a veryxplcafant Road, and 
caught may fine Views of the famous Lake 
Ji CmfiMce: but upon the whole, though I 
like SwitzarUmd well enough, m fajfiou^ there 
is an unpolilhcd melancholy Air, even in the 
gpeatdt Towns, that is dilgufting. When we 
got into die Tjrrolj every Thing loft the 
Charm of Novelty to me, and I had only the 
mortifying Kefledion to make, that when I 
laft pafled thole ru^ed Paths, I was going co- 
wards England^ and now, alas ! was going from • 
iL I will trouble you with no further Par- 
ticulars of our Journey, fave that we finilhed 
it without any finifier Accident whatever. 

Adieu! 



FINIS. 
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